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��EI thought initially a Sparrowhawk was taking a smaller bird outside my front hedge. On rounding the 
hedge I found in fact it was a Hobby, and it sat on top of a wriggling Starling. The Hobby obviously had 
no idea how to kill it so it proceeded to rise to about 30 feet (just 5 yds in front of me) and dropped on 
the Starling, immediately diving down onto it again as if to crush it. This didn't work but it tried it again 
4 more times. (Again, this is literally 5 yards from me) Magpies by now had gathered and mobbed the 
Hobby when it made its fifth dive on the bird at which time it departed. The Magpies made for the poor 
Starling but I intervened at this point and shooed them off. I picked up the Starling which looked up at 
me and immediately flew off seemingly unharmed!F�
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