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Thames Valley  
Environmental Records Centre 

As Winter draws in, it’s 
wonderful to read about 
all the surveying and 
conservation work that has 
taken place since the 
summer. 

As usual this work has 
mostly been carried out by 
enthusiastic volunteers, 
and it’s great to hear how 
the more experienced are 

inspiring and teaching 
those new to conservation. 

The more people who 
understand the 
importance and beauty of 
our environment, the 
more chance we have of 
conserving our 
environment for the 
benefit of us all. 

Camilla Burrow, Director 

 

Welcome to the Winter Newsletter 

Winter 2016 

TVERC at Wychwood Fair 
On Sunday 4th September TVERC had a 
stall at the Wychwood Forest Fair. The 
Forest Fair is a major fundraising event 
to support the local wildlife and 
landscape conservation work of the 
Wychwood 
Project and 
celebrates the 
diversity and 
richness of 
the natural 
world and the 
working and 
leisure 
activities of 
local people 
living within 
the bounds of the old Royal Hunting 
Forest of Wychwood. 

Many adults and children were brave 

enough to become detectives for the 
day and identify the wildlife from the 
clues they’d left behind. We hope that 
the certificates and pencils they won, 
with our recording website printed on 

them, will 
encourage even 
more people to 
submit records to 
TVERC. The more 
data we have, the 
better we are 
able to help 
protect our local 
wildlife. 

http://
sightings.tverc.org/record/sighting 

By Camilla Burrow, Director 

To keep up to date with what TVERC are up to, follow us on twitter @TVERC1  

Send us pictures of your finds to help with identification. 

Photo by  

Caroline Coleman 

Photo by Julie Kerans 

Photo courtesy of the Wychwood Project 

http://sightings.tverc.org/record/sighting
http://sightings.tverc.org/record/sighting
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TVERC Autumn Recorders’ Conference 2016 

“Joining the dots, making links for wildlife” 

O 
ur autumn conference was 
held in October, generously 
hosted again by Oracle 
Corporation at its offices in 

Reading. Opening the 
conference, Dr David Roy, 
Head of the Biological 
Records Centre at the 
Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology told the 
audience how biological 
recording can be used to 
monitor change and 
discussed future 
challenges. The crucial 
role that volunteers can 
have in recording 
was 
demonstrated 
through a 
fascinating 
description of 
BBOWT’S Linking 

the Landscape project in West 
Berkshire, described by Roger 
Stace. Hannah Worker explained 
how the Freshwater Habitats Trust 
has mobilised volunteers 
nationally to monitor and protect 
freshwater habitats including ponds. 
Keiron Brown also gave a characteristically 
enthusiastic talk about FSC’s BioLinks 
project, which aims to fill gaps in biological 
recording. 

The conference provided an opportunity 
for recorders from across Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire to meet, exchange news and 

learn from one another. Short speed 
updates, as usual, gave groups a chance to 
update others and we were pleased to 
hear from Isobel Collyer about new 
developments for the Berkshire Local 
Nature Partnership. 

During the afternoon, those who chose to 

get a breath of fresh air, joined Dr Dan 

Carpenter to explore how to value 

landscapes or Dr Alastair Driver for a walk 

around the wetlands at Thames Valley 

Park. Others opted for a workshop run by 

TVERC’s data team which demystified how 

to use the online recording website. 

Once again, we enjoyed a fascinating day 
of talks, conversation and networking. 
Huge thanks to all those who took part. 
We hope you will join us for our next 
events in Wallingford on Saturday 4th 
March and Reading on Saturday 7th 
October. 

 Caroline Coleman, Volunteer Coordinator 

“The conference 

provided an 

opportunity for 

recorders from 

across Berkshire 

and Oxfordshire 

to meet, 

exchange news 

and learn from 

one another” 

TVERC’s Spring Conference2017 will be held at the  new venue of 

CEH Offices in Wallingford on Saturday 4th March 
As usual, there will be talks, practical sessions, time for conversation and 

news from other groups across Berkshire and Oxfordshire.  

Hold the date! Keep an eye on our website and twitter feed, more details will 
be available nearer the time.   

The 2017 Autumn Conference will be Saturday 7th
 October at Oracle.  

Dr David Roy 

Dr Dan Carpenter—Living Landscape walk 
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TOE2 have been inviting applications for projects that improve the quality, quantity and/or 

coverage of voluntary species recording in Berkshire and Oxfordshire.   Applications may be 

standalone grants to support better recording or they 

may be linked to a larger biodiversity application to 

TOE2. 

So far two projects have been successful in securing  

funding from the TVERC grant: 

1. Moth trapping and recording in Oxfordshire, 
Butterfly Conservation 

Funding for moth traps that can be loaned out to 
individuals. 

Moth traps are quite expensive equipment but by using 
them and becoming familiar with locally occurring species of moth, as well as challenging themselves 
with the harder to identify micro moths, the aim is to engage a new younger audience of moth 
recorders who can add valuable data to the existing moth records. As well as engaging with a wider 
diversity of individuals about moths.  

The project will be run over two years from October 2016; there will be a review in October 2017 to see 
how well the traps are being utilised, with a view to expand the project to neighbouring counties in the 
future. 

Participants will be encouraged to record their sightings via irecord and with TVERC and Butterfly 
Conservation. 

2.Improving biodiversity in the Lower Thame catchment, River Thame Conservation Trust 

Funding for a handheld GPS with detailed OS mapping accuracy in order to collect data from planned 
surveys. 

The River Thame Conservation Trust is a grassroots environmental organisation working towards a river 
catchment with healthy fresh waters and wildlife, more resilient biodiversity for the future, and valued 
and enjoyed by local people. The trust’s interest is in all freshwaters including ponds, ditches, flushes 
and wetland areas as well as the main river and its tributaries. 

The project aims to: 

1. Improve biodiversity of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife. 

2. Involve more local people as volunteers in enjoying and understanding freshwaters.  

3. Improve conditions to enable successful re-introduction of water vole to the area. 

As part of the project submitted for TOE2 funding and our other survey work being carried out by 
trained volunteers and our own staff in the Lower Thame in the next three years, a range of survey and 
monitoring activities will be taking place:  

All data will be provided to TVERC.   
 

There is still money left in the pot for projects which meet the criteria. If you would like to apply 
please contact: 01865 407003 or admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk or visit our 

website www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk  and follow us on Twitter @TOE2_Oxon  

TOE2 and TVERC Recorders’ Grant Scheme 

Photo by Julie Kerans 

mailto:admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk
http://wildoxfordshire.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8effb1ec23802aa40a449cc4c&id=a2a4d4b694&e=6d3e06942c
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TVERC Training Courses  2016 

F 
or the past few years TVERC has 
been running training courses to 
help train volunteers to fill gaps in 
environmental data.  Once again 

the courses were very popular and we had 
many satisfied customers, some of whom 
have gone on to help collect species 
records for us.   

This year we ran 7 courses, the Winter tree 
ID, Bumblebee ID, Introduction to bird 
surveying, Woodland plant ID, Grassland 
plant ID, Otter  and Water vole. 

One of the perks of working for TVERC is 
that we can go along to the course to help 
out, but also to learn from our colleagues. 
Here’s what those of us who made it onto 
the courses this year have to say about 
them. 

Winter Tree ID course, trainer Julie 
Kerans—Yolanda Vazquez 

Julie’s extensive experience in plant ID 
always comes across in her courses. She is 
able to point out exactly what features to 
look for and which are the most reliable/
variable for identification. A really useful 
course that achieves a lot in one day and 
makes winter tree identification seem far 
less daunting! 

Bumblebee ID course trainer Ivan 
Wright—Yolanda Vazquez 

A very informative an enjoyable 
introduction to bumblebees and their 
identification. Ivan highlighted the 
challenges and solutions to accurate 

identification and delivered the course 
with great enthusiasm, providing just the 
right balance between theory and practical 
content. 

Woodland Plant ID, trainer Julie Kerans—
Hannah Boylan 

“Julie very patiently took us through keying 
out a good selection of woodland plants 
using vegetative and floral diagnostics 
followed by a field visit to a wonderful 
woodland with many of the typical species 
talked about earlier, brilliant to be able to 
spot them in the wild.”  

Grassland Plant ID , trainer Julie Kerans - 
Dan Carpenter 

‘Julie is a very knowledgeable trainer and it 
was really useful to get her guidance about 
using the keys.  The site was fantastic and a 
good place to practice your field craft’ 

 

Water Vole Ecology and Surveying, 
Trainer Dr Merryl Gelling—Rachael 
Clemson 

“Merryl is one of the authors of the Water 
Vole Conservation Handbook so we knew 
we were in experienced hands.  A really 
enjoyable day which covered water vole 
ecology, legislation and identification of 
field signs.  Unfortunately we couldn’t 
control the weather and unseasonable 
heavy downpour meant we weren’t able to 
spot any field signs during the walk, 
however a previous photo game in the 
classroom meant we still had ample 
opportunity to become more confident in 
recognising field signs for water vole and 
how to distinguish them from field vole 
signs.  I am inspired to go water vole 
spotting when the weather behaves itself.” 

 

Do you wish you had been there?  Don’t worry 
there is always 2017, we are taking bookings 
now for next years courses—see opposite page 
for details. 

Solomon’s seal on Woodland ID course 

Taken by Hannah Boylan 
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https://tverc.wufoo.com/forms/s3gw2d70e6z9nu/
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T 
his year TVERC carried out 
surveys of 43 existing and 
proposed Local Wildlife Sites in 
Oxfordshire. Thanks to the help 
of our volunteers, specialist 

species group surveys were completed 
on several sites for birds, invertebrates 
and rare plants. We’ve started the 
species data entry, with over 5800 
records added so far.  

Sites surveyed include Bagley Wood, an ancient woodland to the South West of 
Oxford, where species seen included early purple-orchid, goldilocks buttercup, wood 
sorrel and moschatel. This woodland has records for a large number of species typical 
of older woodland, 43 of which were recorded during this year.  

Local Wildlife Survey Highlights 

 

 

“Thanks to the 
help of our 
volunteers, 
specialist species 
group surveys 
were completed 
on several sites for 
birds, 
invertebrates and 
rare plants” 

 

Bagley Wood, Julie Kerans (JK) 

Annual knawel, JK 

Corn Spurrey, JK 

Corn marigold, JK 

We also visited a farm north west of Oxford that is managed sympathetically for 
wildlife. Arable land here includes a wide range of arable weeds including several rare 

species.  

 

In July, we visited a chalk grassland site north of 
Lambourn in the North Wessex Downs Area of 

Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. It included a good 
range of calcareous 
grassland species with 
fragrant orchid, common 
twayblade and yellow-
wort  

Oxfordshire LWS 

Green winged orchid, JK 

Common twayblade, JK 

Yellow-wort, JK 



Balscot Quarry is a Banbury Ornithological Society reserve 
that provides habitat for a range of birds including 
breeding Lapwing and Little Ringed Plover. Less common 
plant species found here included fern grass 

Another highlight were the Green-winged Orchids putting 
on a good display, with over 200 counted, at a site near 

Leafield in West Oxfordshire 
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Complex of woodlands south of Arborfield, near 
Reading, KH 

Southern Marsh Orchid in flood-
plain grassland in Weston, NW of 
Newbury, Katherine Holmes (KH) 

Well-hidden young deer in an area of grassland 

near Bracknell , KH 

“Many sites were 
clearly loved and 
well cared-for by 
private landowners 
and the public 
alike.”  

Balscot Quarry, JK 

Fern grass, JK 

Berkshire LWS 
In Berkshire we surveyed 24 existing and proposed 
Local Wildlife Sites throughout the county. These 
included: 

 

 Ancient woodlands carpeted in bluebells; 

 Floodplain meadows with beautiful 
wildflowers and a wide selection of sedges 
and rushes; 

 Remnant heathland and acid grassland 
hidden amongst urban sprawl. 

 

Many sites were clearly loved and well cared-for by 
private landowners and the public alike. 

 

By Julie Kerans and Katherine Holmes 

Oxon and Berks Biodiversity Officers 

Fragrant orchid, JK 
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“All in all a 

fascinating day and 

hopefully there will 

be more to come in 

2017” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

SMALL MAMMALS IN SHOTOVER 

TVERC Team and volunteers day 

O 
n Wednesday August 31st TVERC held a team and volunteers day at 
Wytham Woods. The day kicked off with a nice cup of tea whilst we 
got our bearings and then Dan Carpenter shared some of his 
invertebrate expertise by explaining and showing us how to set 

various types of invertebrate traps. We all had fun setting up the malaise trap and 
watching it fall down numerous times.   

Next we went on a bird race, for those of you who 
aren’t birders this did not involve making birds race 
for a finishing line – I’m not sure what the ethics of 
that would be! Instead we split into 3 teams and set 
off to see how many bird species we could record 
within the time limit.  The goldfinches team came 
first, but we were all surprised not to have seen a 
single red kite on our travels.  

After an excellent barbeque lunch and lots of chatting 
we were treated to the expert knowledge of Nigel 
Fisher who is Conservator of Wytham Woods.  He told 
us all about the history of the woods since they’ve 

been managed by Oxford University, and how the head of the mathematics 
department defended it's funding renewal, as without the wood - which he 
walked for inspiration and reflection - he could not do his job properly. 

We saw the Japanese raku kilns, were shown one of the most researched badger 
sets in the country, and heard about how scientists worked out why great tits’ 
eggs have black spots on, among lots of other interesting stuff. 

All in all a fascinating day and hopefully there will be more to come in 2017. 

By Hannah Boylan—Admin Officer 

Shotover Country Park has a rich diversity of habitats, and this is matched by a 

wealth of wildlife, however, as small mammals have not been studied here for 

some time, the Oxfordshire Mammal Group joined forces with Shotover Wildlife 

this summer to carry out a survey. On a fine weekend in May, 40 traps were set in 

pairs at approximately 10 metre intervals round the margin of one of Shotover’s 

meadows. This location gave us access to woodland, grassland and scrub. Traps 

were left open with food inside for 24 hours to allow animals a period of 

familiarisation, and then set at 12 hour intervals allowing two overnight and one 

daytime survey.  

Our Saturday morning volunteers were rewarded for their early start, when the 

second trap revealed a feisty young wood mouse! Traps are carefully opened into 

a large plastic bag and then animals are briefly handled to allow sex and adult or 

Trouble with the malaise trap 

Photo by Sandra Parkinson 
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juvenile status to be recorded, before being 

released at point of capture. Our first 10 traps, set 

predominantly in woodland 

edge, revealed six wood mice 

and one bank vole, so 

Shotover was already living up 

to its reputation as a great 

haven for wildlife. As we went 

on round the meadow we 

found several more banks 

voles and then to our delight, 

a common shrew! These little 

mammals have a very high 

metabolic rate and so traps 

must contain some blow-fly 

larvae to provide their 

essential high-protein diet. To 

complete a great morning, 

one of the last traps set in long grass revealed a 

sleepy little field vole – or ‘short tailed vole’, which 

describes their main discriminating feature. 

On our afternoon survey we found several bank 

voles and common shrews, and again one field 

vole. The lack of wood mice was expected, as they 

tend to be nocturnal foragers. However with a 

beautiful afternoon and 

ten captures, this was a 

great opportunity for a 

couple of Brooke’s 

University ecology 

students to practice 

their handling skills. 

Sunday morning was 

again highly successful, 

with 19 captures and 

four different species, 

and even our youngest volunteer, aged ten, had 

the opportunity to release one of the field voles. 

This survey confirmed that Shotover has a healthy 

population of small mammals, however, one 

species was eluding us! A Pygmy shrew, the very 

smallest of British mammals, had been found close 

to our survey site in 2012 and we were 

disappointed not to have found one. So, in July a 

further survey was carried out, 

using just 16 traps on the field 

margin close to the historic 

sighting. To our delight, on the 

first morning, the first trap 

revealed a wood mouse, and 

inside its partner trap we found 

a tiny little pygmy shrew! This 

location also revealed 

common shrews and 

bank voles, with 10 

captures in 16 traps, 

again confirming a 

healthy and diverse 

population of small 

mammals at Shotover.  

Being predators to a variety of 

invertebrates, and yet prey to larger 

mammals (weasels, stoats and foxes) and 

birds such as kestrels and owls, small 

mammals play a central role in many 

ecosystems. The Oxfordshire Mammal 

Group is currently compiling a Mammal Atlas for 

the county and records 

such as these are 

important for ensuring 

we keep a good overview 

of the diversity and 

distribution of our local 

wildlife.  

Acknowledgments: many 

thanks to Ivan and 

Jacqueline Wright of 

Shotover Wildlife for 

invaluable assistance in planning and carrying out 

the survey, and to all the volunteers from Oxon MG 

and Shotover Wildlife who came and helped 

Alison Leaf, Oxfordshire Mammal Group 

http://www.oxonmammals.org/record-a-sighting 

“The Oxfordshire 

Mammal Group is 

currently compiling 

a Mammal Atlas 

for the county and 

records such as 

these are 

important for 

ensuring we keep a 

good overview of 

the diversity and 

distribution of our 

local wildlife. “ 

Common shrew 

Photo by Alison Leaf 

Emily Brtlett with wood 

mouse 

photo by Alison Leaf 



Sweep 

netting 

during an 

invertebr

ate 

survey  

near 

Crawley 
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“A total of 726 

records were made 

of 164 species.  

Nine of these are 

either on the 

Oxfordshire Rare 

Plants Register 

2015 (RPR) or have 

Near Threatened 

(NT) or Nationally 

Scarce (NS) 

status:” 

A botanical survey of fly ash pits at Radley  

T 
he gravel pits at Radley were filled with pulverised fuel ash (PFA), piped as 
slurry from Didcot Power Station until about 2008.  West of the Oxford - 
Didcot railway line are three pits, each sealed from surrounding land by 
Kimmeridge clay bunds topped by tracks.  Since filling, some areas have 

been covered with soil from various sources as part 
of the restoration plan, while some remain 
uncovered.  All have been colonised by a wide 
variety of plants. 

This summer, seven members of Abingdon 
Naturalists Society spent a few days surveying two 
of the three pits and their surrounding clay bunds. 

For the survey, the site was divided into eighteen pit 
or bund areas in which plant abundance was 
designated on the DAFOR scale.  A total of 726 
records were made of 164 species.  Nine of these 
are either on the Oxfordshire Rare Plants Register 
2015 (RPR) or have Near Threatened (NT) or 
Nationally Scarce (NS) status: 

Lesser Centaury  Centaurium pulchellum   RPR pits, bunds 

Common Cudweed  Filago vulgaris   RPR, NT bunds 

Marsh Pennywort  Hydrocotyle vulgaris  RPR, NT pits 

Field Scabious  Knautia arvensis  NT  bunds 

Narrow-leaved Bird's-foot  

Trefoil    Lotus tenuis   RPR pits, bunds 

Ragged Robin   Lychnis flos-cuculi  NT  pits 

Corn Mint   Mentha  arvensis  NT  pits, 

bunds 

Annual Beard Grass  Polypogon monspeliensis NS pits, bunds 

Brookweed   Samolus valerandi  RPR pits, bunds 

In general, the bunds were much more diverse than the pits.  Some of the species 
we found surprised us.  For example Yellow-wort, usually found on chalk grassland, 
was frequent on pits and bunds.  Lesser Centaury and 
Annual Beard Grass are hardly known from the rest of 
Oxfordshire but were often recorded in our survey.  
Notably, three species: Lesser Centaury, Common 
Centaury and Yellow-wort belong to the gentian family.  
That could be a clue, as all have dust-like seed, carried 
easily on the wind.  Other frequent fly ash colonists: the 
Marsh Orchids and Marsh Helleborine also have powdery 
seed, capable of being transported long distances in the 
air. 

Soil type is another factor and some species suited to 
calcareous soils were found where limestone rubble had 
been imported to cover the bund tracks.  PFA itself has a 

Common centaury 

Photos by David Guyoncourt 

Common cudweed 
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Pond and Reed-bed Restoration Work 

 on the Trap Grounds 

With a grant of £5,000 from the Trust for 
Oxfordshire’s Environment, and expert advice from 
staff at the Environment Agency, the Friends of the 
Trap Grounds commissioned a contractor (Aquatic 
Solutions UK) to do some major work in January 
2016. This Town Green and Local Wildlife Site in 
north Oxford is notable for its wetland habitats, 
especially for its extensive reed bed. The flow and 
quality of water in the stream that crosses the site 
have been improved by unblocking a culvert, de-
silting the bed of the stream, and clearing invasive 
vegetation; and the excavation of a winding 
channel leading from the main pond into the reed 
bed has created a safe haven for Water Voles (and 
maybe for the Otter which has been seen several 
times this year in the adjacent Canal). The 
operation made a lot of noise and mess, but our 
resident Kingfishers soon returned to their 

favourite haunts, at least 40 Reed Buntings 
established a communal roost, and a Cetti’s 
Warbler spent several weeks lurking among the 
reeds, making his presence known with bursts of 
loud, melodious song. We hope he succeeded in 
attracting a mate. (According to the RSPB’s website 
there are only 2,000 male Cetti’s Warblers in the 
whole of the British Isles, so we were thrilled to 
host one in our suburban oasis.)  

Nicola Devine's photo shows a fledgling Reed 
Warbler waiting to be fed on the Trap Grounds in 
July this year. 

Catherine Robinson 

Secretary, The Friends of the Trap Grounds 

www.trap-grounds.org.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/trapgroundswilderness 

high pH and has high salt content when deposited, but 
these will reduce over time through leaching. 

We are grateful to the Abingdon Naturalists volunteers* 
for their help.  Thanks are due also to RWEnpower and 
the Earth Trust for allowing us access to the site. 

By David Guyoncourt—Abingdon Naturalist Society 

 

*Graham Bateman, Michael Bloom, Jo Cartmell, Caroline and Nigel Gregory, 

David Guyoncourt, Vivienne Summers.  Also John Killick identified some of 

the plants we collected. 

Photos by Nicola Devine 

Lesser centaury 

Continued from page 10 



 “Next year we plan 

to make a series of 

visits from late July 

through the 

swarming season 

until early 

October.  If anyone 

would like to come 

along and see what 

happens, please 

contact Keith 

Cohen 
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Oxfordshire Autumn Swarming Bat Surveys 

E 
ach autumn, certain species of 
bat make pilgrimages to sites 
where they gather for 'autumn 
swarming' - although the exact 

purpose is not known, it is likely to be 
both social and to check out their likely 
winter sleeping quarters where they may 
hibernate.  It is also a chance for some to 
take part in courtship and such sites have 
been likened to discos for bats !  Research 
by Leeds University showed that such 
swarming sites may be used by thousands 
of bats from 60km away or more.  The 
main swarming species are Myotis 
including Natterer’s, Daubenton’s, 
whiskered, Brandt’s and Bechstein’s bats 
but also horseshoe and long-eared bats. 

 Little is known of where the bats of 
Oxfordshire go swarming, and Oxfordshire 
Bat Group learned a little more on visits 
this autumn to the Horspath Community 
Wildlife reserve and BBOWT's Hook 

Norton reserve, where disused railway 
tunnels have been enhanced for bats.  The 
evening starts before dark with setting out 
some traps so we can catch and identify 
the species that are visiting.  After dark, 
some bats that have spent the day at rest 
in the tunnel come out, but later on the 
swarming begins, continuing well after 
midnight with activity tailing off in the 
'wee small hours' ! 

 At Horspath we caught swarming 
Natterer’s and brown long-eared bats, 
and a foraging common pipistrelle, while 
at Hook Norton we caught only a lesser 
horseshoe.  Next year we plan to make a 
series of visits from late July through the 
swarming season until early October.  If 
anyone would like to come along and see 
what happens, please contact Keith 
Cohen on 07811 333 643, or by 
email bats@keithcohen.co.uk 

 

 The RSPB and its partners have received 
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
for a two-year partnership project in 
Oxford focusing on swifts. 

The project will maintain current swift 
nesting sites in the city and add 300 
further sites onto new and existing 
buildings, in an effort to combat a decline 
in the swift population in recent years.  

  

This iconic aerial migrant bird, which 
lands only to breed and can fly at least 
560 miles a day gathering food during the 
breeding season, nests almost exclusively 
in urban areas. But the birds face an 
uncertain future. Numbers in the UK 
have fallen by 38% since 1994. 

 One possible cause of the swifts’ decline 
may be losses of nesting sites, as old 
buildings are renovated and new builds 
do not include spaces for them to nest. 
To address this, the project will research 
Oxford’s present swift populations and 
nest sites, and use this information to 
work closely with builders and planners 
to maintain them and also incorporate 
new sites into the city’s infrastructure. 

 

 

 Oxford Swift City is about to take to the wing!  

mailto:bats@keithcohen.co.uk


A 
 single female of Abia aenea (Klug) was 

caught by yellow water trap on 20th 

April 2016 in Besselsleigh Wood, 

Oxfordshire (SP450018). The 

immediate area is a 0.7-hectare woodland clearing of 

bracken with 14-year-old plantation trees: the 

woodland is 10 hectares of Ancient Semi-natural 

woodland. Abia aenea appears in the keys of both 

Quinlan and Gauld (1981) and Benson (1951) as 

Zaraea aenea (Klug) and both publications refer to 

the first British record being found by Perkins in 

Lydhurst, Devon during the period 25th - 31st May 

1947. It should be noted that the date given in 

Benson (1948) ’Last Autumn (25-31.x.1947)’ and in 

Benson (1951) ’25-31.iv.1947’ both disagree with the 

date on the pin label of the Perkins’ 1947 specimen – 

which is 25-31.v.1947. 

The specimen from Besselsleigh Wood was 

identified satisfactorily on the shape of the antennae 

as illustrated in the keys. However, the more 

subjective characters of a coriaceous surface 

sculpture on the mesopleura and mesonotum, and 

the curvature of the scutellum, were compared with 

specimens of the closely related species Abia lonicera 

and with Perkins’ 1947 specimen of Abia aenea – 

which is stored at the Natural History Museum, 

London. 

 

 

 

It was found that among 16 specimens of Abia 

lonicera and the two available specimens of A. aenea 

the curvature of the scutellum was not a satisfactory 

discriminator between the two species. The surface 

sculpture on the mesopleura and mesonotum 

differentiated reasonably well between the two 

species but proved to be a more useful character 

when used with reference specimens for comparison. 

– Ivan Wright, 15, Blenheim Way, Horspath, Oxford, 

OX33 1SB. Email: irwright@shotover-wildlife.org.uk 
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Oxford has a long scientific and cultural association with swifts. The swift colony nesting at the Oxford University 

Natural History Museum has been intensively studied by the Edward Grey Institute of Ornithology since 1948; 

one of the longest continuous studies of a single bird species in the world. 

The Oxford community will be vital to the success of the project. And there are lots of ways of 
being involved, including volunteering to survey swifts or to respond to planning applications, 
helping at events to encourage others to help swifts and entering the competitions, including 
one to design a showpiece ‘Swift Tower’ that will combine new nest sites with a public arts 
project. We will be promoting the opportunities for volunteering on the RSPB website, 
however, if you want more information in the meantime please do get in touch; 
OxfordSwiftCity@rspb.org.uk. 

 All of the organisations involved in this project would like to thank HLF for their very generous 
support. Without it, this project would not be able to happen.  

Oxford Swift City contd. 

“The Oxford 

community will be 

vital to the success 

of the project. And 

there are lots of 

ways of being 

involved, “ 

mailto:OxfordSwiftCity@rspb.org.uk
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Introducing ‘People Ponds and Water’  
Pete Case, Regional Officer for Central 

England, Freshwater Habitats Trust. 

F 
reshwater Habitats Trust is a 

national organisation 

dedicated to protecting all 

freshwater life; our largest 

current project, the Heritage Lottery funded 

‘People Ponds and Water’ has been running 

since 2015 and is connecting many 

thousands of people across England and 

Wales with freshwater wildlife. We are 

helping volunteers to take an active part in 

protecting freshwater for the future by 

gathering meaningful data that will make a 

real difference to how we understand and 

protect species and habitats.  

The project has three distinct elements…     

PondNet is a national freshwater monitoring 

network, putting in place 

regular health checks for both 

widespread pond species e.g. 

toad and great crested newt; 

rare wetland plants and 

animals like tubular water-

dropwort, pillwort or medicinal 

leech; and the pond habitat 

itself. Throughout England and 

Wales there are many great 

projects helping to protect and 

monitor freshwater wildlife, 

yet often the data generated 

isn’t always comparable across 

taxa or at a national level. 

PondNet will help us to understand the state 

of ponds and freshwater species not just 

now, but into the future. By setting up long-

term standardised monitoring we can reveal 

trends and begin to understand the reasons 

for change. So far, PondNet has generated 

new records of rare species in many 

counties, and perhaps unsurprisingly, we 

have found that once extant populations are 

no longer there or have dwindled to a critical 

level.  

In The Thames Valley, we have already 

collected lots of very valuable data, largely 

through a new technique for surveying great 

crested newts, called eDNA (environmental 

DNA) that can detect the DNA of breeding 

newts from a water sample. 2017 will see us 

focus our attention on getting county-wide 

coverage for rare species including tubular 

water-dropwort and pillwort. This will mean 

revisiting as many sites as possible where the 

species has previously been recorded; firstly 

to check it is still present, then to assess the 

strength of the population and record 

habitat information about the pond. We are 

working with national recording schemes 

and TVERC, who have provided records of 

these species, they are also helping to 

promote the project to the recording 

community.   

PondNet is not just focussed on single 
species recording, we are interested in 
overall pond quality. This can be calculated 
by surveying several community metrics 
including macro invertebrates to family level 
and/or wetland plants within the pond 
margin. From this data we can calculate a 
score which is compared to a predicted 
outcome based on geographic location and 
pond type. In each county we are hoping to 
survey a few ponds in detail, this requires a 
greater level of skill and we’re hoping more 
experienced naturalists can help us. Full 
details of PSYM (Predictive System for 
Multimetrics) surveys can be found on our 
website, along with methodologies for all 
PondNet surveys. http://
freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/
pondnet/survey-options/  
There is something for everyone in PondNet 

whether you are just beginning or an 

experienced naturalist, there’s a survey you 

can help with! If you can help with any of the 

above surveys for PondNet, we’d love to 

hear from you.   

The Flagship Ponds project is helping to 
protect some of the very best pond sites in 
England and Wales. Our aim as an 
organisation is to work strategically, 

National Trust staff collecting 

eDNA samples at Cock Marsh, 

Berkshire 

http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/survey-options/
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/survey-options/
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet/survey-options/


Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

targeting our work where 
evidence suggests it will be 
most effective to create 
freshwater networks which 
protect and build out from 
the best. Flagship Ponds is 
delivering this by protecting 
high quality sites for the long 
term. There are several 
hundred Flagship sites across 
the UK, but for now we are 
working on a subset of 70, 
where management now 
could help to protect or bring 
back some of our most 
important freshwater 
wildlife. In the Thames Valley we 
have a concentration of Flagship Pond sites, reflecting the 
historic wetlands in this landscape, including; Gallows 
Bridge Farm in Buckinghamshire, Cothill Fen, Little 
Wittenham and Pinkhill Meadows in Oxfordshire and Cock 
Marsh in Berkshire. http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/
projects/flagship/    
Each site will have different set of priorities but broadly 
speaking Flagship work will; cover gaps in baseline surveys 
e.g. for plants and invertebrates, offer management 
recommendations and advice to landowners and land 
managers, undertake practical work, and as much as 
possible involve local people in the work we are carrying 
out – this might be hands on practical work, monitoring for 
specific species, or keeping an eye on these species sites to 
alert managers to potential problems. You can read about 
the work we are doing at National Trust’s Cock Marsh here: 
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/flagship-focus-cock-
marsh/      

The final component of ‘People Ponds and Water’ is Clean 

Water for Wildlife, a citizen science survey collecting 

important data about nutrient pollution across all 

waterbody types; ponds, 

rivers, streams, ditches 

etc. We are providing 

individuals and 

community groups with 

simple test kits to detect 

two common pollutants 

from the freshwater 

environment; nitrates 

and phosphates – both of 

which impact upon 

freshwater life. Sadly 

very few freshwater 

habitats are free from 

nutrient pollution, but it 

is often difficult to visualise 

without expensive 

laboratory analysis. The 

quick kits make this 

possible, and we aim to 

survey as many sites and as 

many habitats as possible. 

This will be the first time 

this type of data has been 

collected from many of 

these habitats and we can 

use it to find and protect 

clean 

water 

sites, as well as using it to better 

understand how to manage existing sites. 

If you would like some free Clean Water 

for Wildlife kits please make contact to 

register your interest. 

In the Thames Valley we have the added 

bonus of the Thames Water for Wildlife 

project which feeds into People, Ponds & 

Water. This is thanks to further funding 

from Thames Water and means we can 

do more of all three initiatives with the 

Thames Water Region. This means 

volunteers can use more test kits to find fantastic clean 

water habitats, they can undertake more monitoring 

surveys for our rarest freshwater species and there is more 

support for flagship sites. Schools now also have the unique 

chance to use quick kits to help students discover more 

about good water quality for wildlife through practical 

experience and can actively participant in current scientific 

research by gathering data on water quality in their local 

freshwater habitats. http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/

projects/thameswaterforwildlife/ 

The final year of the project is set to be our busiest yet, 
Thames Valley represents one of the most biodiverse 
regions of England for Freshwater so there will be lots to 
do. You can keep up to date with the project by following 
us on Twitter @PondRiverStream or by liking Freshwater 
Habitats Trust on Facebook. For more information, or to get 
involved in any of the People Ponds and Water projects see 
our website: www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk  or please 
email pcase@freshwaterhabitats.org.uk.  

To sign up directly for Clean Water for Wildlife please email 
hworker@freshwaterhabitats.org.uk  

P A G E  1 5  

“Thames 

Valley 

represents one 

of the most 

biodiverse 

regions of 

England for 

Freshwater so 

there will be 

lots to do “ 

Invertebrate training at Pinkhill Meadows Flag-

ship site, Oxfordshire  

Clean Water for Wildlife test 

kits to measure nitrate and 

phosphate 

Continued from page 14 

http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/flagship/
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/flagship/
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/flagship-focus-cock-marsh/
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/flagship-focus-cock-marsh/
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/thameswaterforwildlife/
http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/thameswaterforwildlife/
http://www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk
mailto:pcase@freshwaterhabitats.org.uk
mailto:hworker@freshwaterhabitats.org.uk
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“The trees is East 

Ilsley provide 

estimated benefits 

totalling £41,000 

per year.  In 

addition the trees 

store an estimated 

35,000 tonnes of 

carbon, valued at 

£1.4 million.” 

Trees in East Ilsley are worth £1.4 million 

T 
rees provide a number of benefits to society, such as removing air 

pollution and storing carbon.  These benefits are provided by nature at 

no cost , but it is possible to calculate the value of these benefits to us. 

We used the i-Tree Canopy tool to estimate the value of trees in 

the parish of East Ilsley, Berkshire.  Using aerial photography 

interpretation, we classified the land cover types to estimate the 

tree cover for the parish. 

i-Tree Canopy uses standard values for pollution and carbon 

removal rates to estimate the value of the benefits 

Results—The main land cover type in East Ilsley is arable (71%), 

followed by grassland (15%).  Ten percent of East Ilsley is covered by 

trees, both in woodlands and outside woodlands.  Buildings and hard 

standing account for about 2% of the land cover and other land 

cover types account for the remaining 2%. 

The trees is East Ilsley provide estimated benefits totalling £41,000 

per year.  In addition the trees store an estimated 35,000 tonnes of 

carbon, valued at £1.4 million. 

The parish of East 

Ilsley 

BENEFIT AMOUNT VALUE 

Carbon Monoxide removed annually 125 kg £8 

Nitrogen Dioxide removed annually 680 kg £14 

Ozone removed annually 6.78 tonnes £730 

Sulphur Dioxide removed annually 429 kg £3 

Particulate Matter less than 2.5 microns removed 

annually 

330 kg £1,510 

Particulate Matter greater than 2.5 microns and less 

than 10 microns 

removed annually 

2.27 tonnes £530 

Carbon Dioxide sequestered annually in trees 1,300 tonnes £38,443 

Carbon Dioxide stored in trees (not annual rate) 35,000 tonnes £1,393,561 

For further information, please contact Dr Dan Carpenter: dan.carpenter@oxfordshire.gov.uk,  

+44 (0) 1865 815 419 

mailto:dan.carpenter@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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I began volunteering once or twice a week 
as an ‘Images Database Volunteer’ in mid-
September 2016. Having participated in 
several surveys for the Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife 
Trust, before returning to complete my final 
year at University, I was keen to become 
involved in wildlife conservation once 
again. Volunteering with the TVERC team 
seemed the perfect way in which I could 
improve my species identification skills (in 
order to become involved in future surveys) 
and to connect with other individuals 
engaged in conservation across 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire.  

As an Images Database Volunteer, I have 
contributed to the organisation of digital 
photographs, received by the Records 
Centre from a number of people, including 
staff members and volunteers. Most 
recently, this has included the identification 
and labelling of photographed species. The 
aim of this process is to improve the ease 
with which staff are able to access 
photographs within the computer system, 
for future reference and use in publications 
(provided that permission has been granted 
by the photographer). I am currently 
working to identify flowering plant and fungi 
species, and now realise why fungi can be 
notoriously difficult to recognise! 

I have also been producing a catalogue of 
photographs and slides, present in hard-
copy format, and which date back a 
number of decades. This involves 
recording the contents of the images 
(including habitat management techniques, 
flora, and fauna) in addition to copyright 
information (where available) into a 
Microsoft Excel spreadsheet. 

Additional, enjoyable roles have involved 
the preparation of display boards for the 
Autumn Recorder’s Conference 
(which I had the privilege to 
attend in October 2016) and 
data management, including the 
validation of grid references 
associated with sightings, via 
the ‘UK Grid Reference Finder’ 
online software.  

Whilst having the opportunity to 
learn more about species 
identification, habitat 
management techniques, and 
data management, I have also 
developed further a number of 
transferable skills (including 
organisational and IT skills) and 
have gained a broad insight into career 
pathways, both within the conservation 
sector and externally. Volunteering has 
offered, and indeed continues to offer, 
invaluable opportunities for personal 
development, and I look forward to 
continuing to volunteer with the TVERC 
team over the upcoming months. 

By Kim Jenkins—TVERC Images 
Database Volunteer 

Meet Kim Jenkins—one of our valuable Volunteers 

“Volunteering 

has offered, 

and indeed 

continues to 

offer, 

invaluable 

opportunities 

for personal 

development“ 

Would you like to volunteer for TVERC? 

Could you help us to collect and manage environmental data, either in the field or in the office? If you have time to spare or want to 

do something new, why not become actively involved? 

Click here to see our Volunteering Opportunities 

Or contact our Volunteer Coordinator Caroline Coleman on caroline.coleman@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Kim with Julie Kerans at the Autumn Recorders’ 

Conference 

http://www.tverc.org/cms/content/volunteer


TVERC 

c/o Oxfordshire County 

Council 

Signal Court 

Old Station Way 

Eynsham 

Oxon OX29 4TL 

01865 815 451 

tverc@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Director: Camilla Burrow 

Projects Manager: Dr Dan Carpenter 

Volunteer Coordinator: Caroline Coleman 

Data Services Officers: Ellen Lee and Graham Hawker 

Berkshire Biodiversity Officer: Katherine Holmes 

Oxfordshire Biodiversity Officer: Julie Kerans 

Biodiversity Data Assistants: Rachael Clemson and Yolanda Vazquez 

Administration Officer: Kate Prudden 
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The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) is one of a national network of Local Records 
Centres.  It aims to: collect, collate and make available information to help people make sound decisions 

about our natural environment and hold all available information about the plants, animals, wildlife 
habitats and important wildlife and geological sites in Berkshire and Oxfordshire.  

 
Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre is a ‘not for profit’ operation run by a partnership of the 

following organisations: Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust, Natural England, The 
Environment Agency, and the following councils: Bracknell Forest Borough, Cherwell District,  Oxford 

City, Oxfordshire County, Reading Borough, Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, Slough 
Borough, South Oxfordshire District, Vale of the White Horse District, West Berkshire District, West 

Oxfordshire District and Wokingham Borough. 

 

O 
BG volunteers have had a busy year.  Badgers are a much loved species that need 

protecting as much now as ever.  Several of our members crossed the border to 

help the Gloucester and  N. Cotswolds wounded badger patrols. They tell us 

much of the killing zones are not strong dairy farm areas. We pray the cull will 

not come to Oxfordshire next year. The main threat to ‘our’ badgers is the relentless pace of development. City garden 

suburbs and abandoned industrial sites can be as valuable a haven for badgers and 

other wildlife as green field sites. 

"We can only help badgers if we know where they live".  
Everyone can help our work by simply reporting badger activity to OBG. If you know 
of a badger sett, or see a badger (live or dead) or are concerned about wildlife crime 
or a development affecting badgers just note the location and report it to us. 
 
OBG is also a social / education oriented group. We  organised a wonderful evening 
of talks from Patrick Barkham and Dominic Dyer followed by a very successful badg-
er watch at Wytham Woods for National Badger Week in June. 
 

We desperately need volunteers to help go out and map setts over winter. If you 

can help in OBG with this or just want to subscribe to badger news please contact 

us.  

Photo courtesy of the 

Oxfordshire Badger Group 

Share sightings of 

setts and badgers 

with TVERC 

and OBG 

www.tverc.org/cms/

content/share-your-

records-0 


