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Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 
The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) is a ‘not for profit’ 
operation run by a partnership of organisations that collect or use information 

about the natural environment. 

The Records Centre collects, collates and makes available information to help 
people make sound decisions about our natural environment, aiming to hold all 

available information on the wildlife, habitats and important sites for biological and 
geological diversity in Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 
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1. The highlights and challenges in 2008-2009 

TVERC has marked a milestone in its development, making its fifth birthday; this 
year has been one to review our progress and all the good work that has been 
achieved as well as a year of farewells as we have lost our founding Director, 
Philippa Burrell. 

Philippa has always maintained that it was the team that helped secure the future, 
good reputation and can-do approach that has helped mark out TVERC as a centre 
of continued high performance and quality data products. This is true and the 
team Philippa helped build up, and was an integral part of, helped launch TVERC 
to its current high status. 

In the last five years since it’s inception, TVERC has collated, verified and validated 
over 1.5 million species records, added ~50,000 habitat data points and surveyed 
and digitised over 650 wildlife and geological sites as well as being the lead on a 
number of key regional projects helping support and coordinate joint working to 
inform large scale projects and activities.  
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Figure 1. Species data collected since TVERC established in the two counties 

Much of our data collation work has helped Local Authorities to plan their activities 
to enhance and protect local sites and wildlife through the open spaces and 
ecological network mapping, as well as helped them adhere to the many wildlife 
protection legislation and policies such as the Annual Monitoring Report, National 
Indicator 197 and the Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006. 

In 2008/09 we managed to attract over 12 different projects ranging from regional 
geological data analysis and biodiversity opportunity mapping to local grassland 
site survey and monitoring work, raising over £110,000 in income. 
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2. Site survey 

TVERC has been successfully running the Local Wildlife Site survey projects in 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire adding another 105 sites in 2008, making ~675 sites 
visited since 2003. In Oxfordshire, the number of volunteers involved has also 
been greatly enhanced this year giving real added value and additional species 
information from a range of taxonomic groups to help with site selection and 
management advice (provided by BBOWT). 

2008 was also the year when we established an active geological site survey 
programme utilising the skills of our in-house geologist Lesley Dunlop to kick-start 
a geological survey in Berkshire where there was previously only one notified site 
for geology in 2006, increased to 13 by the end of 2008 including 25 surveyed.  

LWS volunteer woodland archaeology day and Geological site surveying in Berkshire 
(Hindhay and Hurley, 2008) 

Future plans 
In Oxfordshire we have almost reached the point of having surveyed all the local 
wildlife sites once and need to look at adapting the survey to include recording 
habitat and site condition monitoring information. 

In Berkshire, the financial climate has lead to West Berkshire Council being unable 
to pay for the Local Wildlife Sites surveys in 2009, the Berkshire surveyor post will 
therefore continue in the East of the County but also get more involved in different 
projects and working on developing the volunteer recorder support for Berkshire. 

Equally, for the geological sites survey, TVERC funded the part time post of the 
geological site survey officer, made possible through other staff savings, with the 
aim that once the project was established the Local Authorities would continue to 
support the work. However, as we enter a hard financial climate across the globe, 
there are no further funds for core work this year and there will be further 
pressures on TVERC to find more secured income from other sources in the next 
few years to maintain this now actively growing area. 
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3. Support for recording groups in the two Counties 

The majority of the species data held at TVERC is collected by local naturalists who 
make their data available on a voluntary basis.  TVERC aims to support people 
doing this work in order to help increase recording activity and contribute to high 
standards of field recording and data management. 

During 2008-2009 the Records Centre has contributed staff time and resources to 
a number of local recording schemes including: 

• Berkshire Bird Atlas support through habitat mapping and analysis 
• Oxfordshire Bird Atlas support through data analysis and species distribution 

maps 
• Supply of habitat maps for Butterfly Conservation Berkshire atlas volunteers 
• Secretariat for the Berkshire Flora Group 
• Data management to identify locations for a new county survey of rare 

plants for the Oxfordshire Rare Plant Register 
• Management of a three county otter recording scheme 

2008 also saw two more successful Recorders Day Conferences, with the highest 
number of attendees coming to the Oxfordshire event, with over 80 on the day, 
and so popular that we had to turn some people away. Again the range of 
speakers and workshops at both events was the key to the success plus all the 
behind the scenes work to ensure the events ran smoothly. Thank you again to 
everyone involved. 

Mammal tracks and signs & Berkshire Geoconservation Group at Fognam Quarry 

Future Plans 
We will continue to work with our existing recorders and volunteers, making sure 
we are meeting their expectations as well as develop new relationships with 
groups we have not yet managed to reach such as the bat and badger groups in 
both counties. 
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4. Maintaining high quality and continually updated database 

Linked to our work and support with large recording groups is our success in 
securing data exchange agreements with them and, for example with the Berkshire 
Ornithological Club and Newbury District Ornithological Club data being 
incorporated into the Berkshire database, almost doubling the number of species 
records that we hold in the county. 

In addition we have made good progress with a number of other data holding 
organisations, maintaining our agreements with Environment Agency and BBOWT 
as well as continuing to work with a variety of individuals and small recording 
groups. In 2008 we developed Recorder Packs. These include general and taxon 
specific spreadsheets for recorders to enter their sightings in a format that is easy 
for them to enter, with drop-down lists of species, and that can be quickly 
integrated with our systems. See the table below for the continued increase in 
quality data added to the databases TVERC maintains. 

Table of TVERC Data holdings and gain in 2008/09 
Type of 
data 

Berkshire Oxfordshire Both 
Counties 

% 
Increase 
during 
2008-
2009 

Geodiversity 
site data 

103 locations 89 locations 192 locations 2% 
increase 

Species 
records 

280,370 species 
records 
(computerised) 

1,294,300 
species records 
(computerised) 

1,574,670 
species records 
(computerised) 

10% 
increase 

Habitat 
observations 

37,000 habitat 
observations 
(computerised) 

9,800 habitat 
observations 
computerised 

46,800 habitat 
observations 
computerised 

Increase in 
quality and 
accuracy 

In 2008 TVERC undertook further regional projects, particularly of note for data 
recording was the South East Region tufa project, collating a database of all tufa 
records from the region funded by a Natural England grant. Lesley also presented 
this work at an International Geological Conference in the Netherlands. 

Tufa project  - With funding from Natural England a database  
for SE England of tufa deposits has been set up. This is lodged  
with TVERC. Tufa is an important habitat for many species and is  
only deposited when calcium rich waters are subjected to a 
change in either temperature, pressure or concentration. Current  
deposits are common in Oxfordshire, particularly in the north of  
the county and there are some mid Holocene deposits in both 
counties. The database is one step towards being able to monitor 
and protect vulnerable depositions. 
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Future 
We continue to work with the Local Authorities to look at ways of collating the 
ecological information they receive from consultants, as well as those recording 
groups with sensitive data such as the bat and badger groups that are more wary 
of sharing with a Records Centre. 

We also plan to develop the recorder pack idea and have a web based recording 
scheme to increase the ease and speed of people getting data to us. 
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5. Providing good quality and excellent customer service 

TVERC continues to provide a high quality service to all the partners and users of 
the data. Annually or biannually, depending on the amount of updates, TVERC 
supplies large datasets to the Local Authorities, Natural England, BBOWT, British 
Waterways and Environment Agency, for which TVERC compiles a regional dataset 
working with the other Record Centres in the Thames Region. 

In 2008, having investigated the way in which these data were used, we strove to 
provide meaningful protected species buffer layers. The aim is to help those 
officers with limited ecological knowledge interpret the species data correctly 
ensuring that any potential conflict or harm to known and important wildlife areas 
are picked up quickly and dealt with before harm can be done. 

Dormouse Buffer 
Dormouse records for the last 30 years were given a 300m 
buffer on the new data presentation map. Aerial photographs 
and habitat information from field survey were used to exclude 
unsuitable habitat (open ground habitats, urban areas and 
large water bodies) from the buffers. The buffers therefore 
cover woodland, dense scrub and continuous hedgerow 
habitat within 300m of a dormouse record. Duplicate and 
overlapping records were ‘merged’ to create more simplified 
shapes on the data presentation map. Dormouse data 

In 2008 we had requests from several research students to use the TVERC 
holdings which also added to our records and understanding of local wildlife. For 
example Alice Fenton, prior to working for us, used our resources to inform her 
field work to look at the range of Ancient Woodland plant indicator species to 
investigate if there was any variance between the indicators in woods on different 
soil and geological sites.  

Future 

We continue to work and engage with our partners and data users to ensure that 
the information and data products we supply are the most useful to them, In 
2009-10 we hope to engage with consultant ecologists to discuss how they use 
wildlife data and suggest improvements that may allow reciprocal sharing of 
records. 
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6. Making data accessible 
We have continued to develop our data search enquiries systems and log all 
enquiries that take over half an hour to complete. This year we dealt with over 350 
enquiries, with many more smaller species enquiries.  The largest sector of 
enquiries is for development which (along with land purchase) has shown a 
marked decline in the last year, possibly reflecting the current economic climate. 
See figure 2. 
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Figure 2. The number and distribution of data search enquiries over time. 

Many enquiries are dealt with free of charge for example for local residents, 
naturalists, environmental charities and voluntary groups, parish councils, teachers, 
students and some others. People may be invited to make a donation towards this 
service. Commercial data searches are charged to cover the costs of staff time to 
process and administer the request. Details of charges and any updates are 
available on our website.  

In 2008/09 we also loaded the TVERC own data, collected by the Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire surveyors, on to the National Biodiversity Network to make this 
information freely available to all. We also enter into a number of data exchange 
agreements with local groups and recording schemes, sharing species data to help 
groups establish species distributions as well as the recording gaps to help plan 
surveys and recording activity. 

Future 
We are working to further improve and enhance our data products, helping our 
partners meet their nature conservation policies and legislation as well as research 
and education. In 2009 we hope to be involved in county-wide surveys and work 
with the Museums making use of their natural history collections. 

- 9 -



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  
     

TVERC Annual Report 2008/09 

7. Adding value to data 

This year approximately 50% of our income is from the Service Level Agreements 
with key partners, the remainder of the money comes from other data services and 
from projects. Often these are additional projects for our partners or we seek 
grants for specific topics that we feel make the best use of our data and provides 
added value for all our partners and data users. 

Some of the 2008/09 projects TVERC were involved in include: 
a) Protected species surveys: This was the fourth year of the crayfish survey, 
funded by the Environment Agency, to look for new populations as well as track the 
progress of the non-native signal crayfish. Although a few new native white-claw 
crayfish populations were found this year, the signal crayfish appears to be migrating 
upstream and putting the native crayfish at increasing risk of extinction in Oxfordshire 
(it is already feared there are no white claws left in Berkshire) See Figure 3 

b) Procedural Review: After the publication of the Defra  
Local Sites guidance, we worked in conjunction with  
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Environmental Records  
Centre to undertake a three county review of the Local  
Wildlife Site criteria and system.  The aim is to standardise  
the criteria to ensure that the local status is defensible and  
truly identifying the best sites for wildlife in the three  
counties. 

c) Volunteer and land owner engagement: Berkshire W
Along side the Pang, Kennet & Lambourn Valleys Countryside
a 3 year grant from Natural England to help local woodland o
maintain their ancient woodland. Although a unique habitat a
Berkshire, ancient woodlands need some level of managemen
richness and diversity. Working with the land management ex
is involved in carrying surveys and getting volunteers involved
management for the specific woods. 

Figure 3. Typical white-clawed crayfish habitat that was surve
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d) Regional Projects: South East Biodiversity Opportunity Area mapping – following 
on from the success of the Conservation Target Area mapping projects in Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire, the South East Biodiversity Forum (SEEBF) asked TVERC to coordinate 
a similar exercise across the whole of the South East to identify the areas of greatest 
biodiversity opportunity throughout the region. All the county LRCs were engaged who 
individually, but to common standards, digitally mapped known biodiversity resource 
and tested this with local and regional expert consultation following TVERC 
methodology.  

e) Local Authority Duty: National Indicator 197 – Improved local biodiversity. In 
2008 TVERC was contracted to calculate and compile the evidence for the new 
national indicator on biodiversity in Berkshire to ensure that the Local Authorities are 
meeting national standards. This first year we compiled the baseline information, 
working with a variety of landowners and advisors to calculate the percentage of Local 
Wildlife Sites and Local Geological Sites that could be determined as being in positive 
management. 

f) Surveys and site management recommendations of sites in Cherwell 
District: TVERC undertook a number of botanical, bird, invertebrate and mammal 
surveys of sites within Cherwell district in Oxfordshire. The work was commissioned by 
the district council. The contract represented a first for TVERC in that the surveyor’s 
report provided a site and habitat management recommendations component, 
providing Cherwell DC with advice on possible future site management options. 
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g) Grassland habitat condition monitoring surveys: As part of another 
commissioned project, TVERC undertook a range of surveys of local wildlife sites which 
support neutral, calcareous and acidic grasslands. The surveys were using 
methodologies for measuring the extent and condition of these habitats. Comparisons 
with previous site surveys allowed determinations to be made of changes to the extent 
and condition of the habitats. Information on whether the sites had been managed 
within stewardship schemes also allowed conclusions to be drawn on the effectiveness 
of those schemes in improving the biodiversity value of the surveyed sites. 

h) Oxfordshire Conservation Target Area habitat and land use mapping. The 
last of the priority Conservation Target Areas in the county were digitally mapped for 
their priority habitats and land uses. The mapped material was made available to 
funding partners. 

Pictures of Berkshire Local Wildlife Site Lough Down and monkey orchid, Oxon 
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8. Finance 

In line with the long term budgets it was predicted that the development fund, 
contributions from the Local Authorities and Natural England to help with the set 
up of TVERC, has now been spent, a little earlier than predicted. This now means 
that all the running costs have to be met by Service Level Agreement charges, 
grants, additional projects and commercial data services. See the tables below for 
the predicted and actual income and expenditure for 2008 -2009. 

As in previous years the business strategy for TVERC has been to secure income 
for the core work areas such as the data collation, verification and provision as well 
as the Local Wildlife Survey in both counties that makes up 60% of our work 
programme. However, this year there has been a reduction in Agreements relative 
to our running costs (now at 50%) and additional projects have been taken on to 
bridge this gap. 

INCOME 
Actual Spend 
2006-2007 

Actual Spend 
2007-2008 

Actual Spend 
2008-2009 

Service Level Agreements 150,615 134,865 134,400 
Partners and ongoing 
project work 

30,000 42,900 51,550 

Unsecured project work 35,000 70,390 84,300 
Total income 215,615 248,155 270,250 
Carry forward from 
previous year 

50,692 11,813 10,800 

Balance of money 
available 

266,307 259,970 281,050 

Costs 254,494 249,168 269,405 
End of year balance 11,813 10,800 11,645 

DETAIL OF COSTS 
Salaries 208,116 192,617 235,180 
Non-salary 33,059 42,000 17,080 
Capital one off 1,776 4,512 2,100 
Accommodation and 
support 

11,543 10,039 15,045 

TOTAL ANNUAL COSTS 254,494 249,168 269,405 

The salaries in 2008/09 are high due to the number of casual staff employed for 
specific projects, even though there has been a loss of one member of staff for 3 
months.  

The large sub-contractor fees relate predominately to SE regional contracts TVERC 
are managing on behalf of Natural England and link directly to income of the same 
amount. 
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9. Communicating with TVERC 

TVERC Management 

TVERC is hosted by West Berkshire Council and Oxfordshire County Council and 
the work of the Centre is monitored and directed by a Steering Group. The 
Steering Group members include: 

• A representative for the Berkshire Unitary Authorities 
• A representative for The Oxfordshire Local Authorities 
• A representative from Natural England 
• A representative from Environment Agency 
• The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) 

Conservation Officer 
• The Oxfordshire County Ecologist 
• The West Berkshire Ecologist 
• The TVERC Director and County Managers 

From December 2009 TVERC will cease to operate out of the West Berkshire 
Council Offices and all staff will be based and hosted by Oxfordshire County 
Council. This coincides with the decision for TVERC to be taken into the 
Countryside team, working more closely with ecologists, species specialists and 
countryside project teams. This will result in a move out of the current premises in 
Woodstock and joining this team in Eynsham by the end of 2009. 

TVERC Team 
Another year of change for staff at TVERC in 2008, we had to say goodbye to Alice 
Fenton the Berkshire surveyor, who decided that this working lark wasn’t for her 
and has gone off to set up a family. Fortunately for us Alice, being a great 
botanist, has re-established the Berkshire Flora Group and continues to be an 
active member of the Berkshire volunteer community and regularly comes back to 
visit us. 

As mentioned, it is with great sadness that Philippa decided to part company with 
TVERC to have a ‘mature gap year’ in her Roma-home and travel the seas (off 
Devon and Cornwall to date) we all wish her well. Stepping into those large, 
brilliant shoes with intrepid feet Melanie Hardie (previously the Berkshire Manager) 
has taken on the role as TVERC Director. 

We also had very distressing news with Ellen Lee, one of the Data Managers, being 
diagnosed with cancer. The prognosis looks good after the first few stages of 
treatment and we wish Ellen a speedy recovery. 

Again, in the face of adversity, the rest of the team has pulled together, bridging 
gaps in work programmes and putting in the extra mile to ensure that TVERC 
maintains it reputation and continues to uphold its high standards of delivery. 
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The Coverage of TVERC 
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