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Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 

The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) is a ‘not for profit’ 
operation run by a partnership of organisations that collect or use information 

about the natural environment. 

The Records Centre collects, collates and makes available information to help 
people make sound decisions about our natural environment, aiming to hold all 

available information on the wildlife, habitats and important sites for biological and 
geological diversity in Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 
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Chairman’s Foreword 
Jeremy Davy 

This has been a difficult year for TVERC, but I am pleased to report that our 
Director Melanie Hardie and her team have risen to the challenges it raised. 
Despite reductions in SLA funding, the carry forward into next year’s budget is 
slightly higher than last year in part by managing to bid for and win regional 
contracts. 

You will read further on that to help balance the books, the Records Centre has 
consolidated its offices by shutting the office at Newbury and by freezing 
recruitment to the Berkshire Manager post. Despite this the service provided to 
partners has been maintained at a high level. 

During the year the staff moved from the Museums and Library Service to the 
Countryside Team. This has strengthened day to day contacts with key partners in 
Oxfordshire. Following this move, the team had the arduous task of packing all 
their belongings up and moving to a new office at Eynsham to be with the rest of 
the Countryside Team. 

On the staffing front I am pleased to report that Ellen Lee has returned to work 
after being on long term sick leave. While being sorry to see Alice Fenton leave 
TVERC, I am very pleased to be able to report that she is now the proud mother of 
a baby girl. 

With the new Governments’ spending review due as I write this, it would seem 
that there will be further financial challenges for TVERC in the years ahead. I 
therefore ask that all of TVERCs' partners (and that includes the many volunteers 
that support the Records Centre) will work with Melanie and the team to ensure 
that it is able to continue the vital work that it undertakes in the two Counties. 
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1. The highlights and challenges in 2009-2010 

Community Involvement 
Our volunteers and how we engage with them is very important to TVERC to not 
only ensure the county datasets are as up to date as possible but also to maintain 
the network of like minded people who care about the countryside and wildlife. 
This is why we organise the Local Recorders Conferences in Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire, aiming to provide informative and interesting topics and workshops as 
well as time for people to network, and with over 100 people attending these in 
Spring this year they are proving to be a popular event in the naturalists calendar. 

In 2009, as well as the strong team of over 12 regular Local Wildlife Site survey 
volunteers we had many brilliant office based volunteers (several of whom we 
employed to undertake project work too) including Moustafa, John, Cathy and 
Martin as well as people who work at home number crunching for us. In addition 
there were also project based volunteer activities with the Be WILD project in 
Berkshire and the moths dataset work in Oxfordshire. In total this amounted to 

126 volunteer days given to TVERC, an in kind contribution of £18,900 * . 

LWS Surveyors in the field Bryophyte ID workshop, Berkshire 

Recorders Conference March 2010 

Business Planning 
In 2009 we took the opportunity to review our business plan with the new model 
launched to help make our role, management structure and data charging policy 
more transparent to our partners and the wider public, a copy of the plan can be 
seen on our website. This plan also sets out the agreed level of charging for the 
SLA partners to ensure that all maintained an equal and proportionate share of the 
running costs to maintain the current level of service. 

Projects 

4 - -

With the deficit for core work, 2009/10 was another hectic year of bringing in 
projects to utilise the data we hold for the benefit of our partners and wider users. 
One area that we have developed from the open space mapping is looking at 
ecological connectivity to help inform policies on Green Infrastructure. We would 

* Based on the standard skilled volunteer day rate of £150, Natural England, 2010 
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like to expand this further to incorporate socio-economic data to demonstrate the 
value of biodiversity to the wider public. 

Ecological network mapping in Reading, linking the UKBAP 
priority habitats and Local Wildlife Sites in the urban environment 

to the wider countryside 

A large number of projects again looked at regional analysis, several of which help 
add value to our datasets to the benefits of all our partners such as the Wetland 
Inventory work we helped to coordinate across the South East as well as helping 
develop a protocol to analyse habitat condition using land management scheme 
data. A full list of the projects we undertook and a brief description of them can be 
found on page 11. 

5 - -
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2. Site survey 
Local Wildlife Site surveys are one of the core services that TVERC continues to 
provide across the two counties for the majority of the Local Authorities, only West 
Berkshire Council suffered cuts to their service agreement due to lack of funds. 

The site selection and process review is still under way and 2009 was the first year 
in which sites were reviewed with the new LWS Criteria as agreed across the 3 
counties, Berks, Bucks and Oxon. These new criteria aim to make the selection 
process more robust, objective and standardised not only across the 3 counties but 
also across England using criteria similar to the SSSI rules, following the Defra 
Local Sites guidance. How the Local Authorities use this annual update (as well as 
the GIS tables we forward) is being discussed to ensure this system remains 
dynamic and relevant to their Local Area Assessments and the Development 
Frameworks to ensure these sites continue to receive local protection. 

In Oxfordshire we are close to completing a full suite of sites surveys and Berkshire 
is on schedule for completing this within the next 3 years in all but West Berkshire. 
In total over 735 sites have been surveyed between 2003 to 2009. 

Although there was no core funding for the Local Geological Sites surveys in 2009, 
the Berkshire Geoconservation Group with the aid of Lesley Dunlop secured grant 
funds to survey 23 geological SSSI in SE England. Led by Lesley Dunlop volunteers 
also assisted in the survey of 6 potential Berks Local Geological sites. A further 3 
LGS were selected in April 2009 at Selection Panel bringing the total to 16 in 
Berkshire. 

Future plans 
We are still working with the Local Authorities to further develop the LWS and LGS 

6 - -

systems to ensure they are kept up to date and relevant for them to perform their 
Biodiversity Duty protecting bio- and geo-diversity. Whilst we would like to secure 
funding to return to West Berks and keep the geological work going we would also 
look to provide a more bespoke service to Local Authorities where there is minimal 
in-house ecological support, to undertake planning screening to help ensure 
planning applications are appropriately validated on biodiversity grounds, flagging 
the need for further ecological surveys. 
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3. Support for recording groups in the two Counties 

In this last year TVERC reached out to and worked with many local naturalists 
organisations sharing data, helping with setting up recording databases and 
helping with other technical queries to present and analyse data. The majority of 
the species data held at TVERC is collected by local naturalists who make their 
data available on a voluntary basis. TVERC aims to support people doing this work 
in order to help increase recording activity and contribute to high standards of field 
recording and data management. 

During 2009-2010 the Records Centre has contributed staff time and resources to 
a number of local recording schemes and conservation organisations including: 

1. Training the LBAP officers of Berkshire and Oxfordshire on GIS 
2. Training Wokingham volunteers to identify and survey iron rich streams 
3. Berkshire and Oxfordshire Bird Atlas support through habitat mapping and 

analysis and technical help with GIS software 
4. Assisting with ecological workshops such as the coppice products as part of 

the Be WILD activities to help landowners enhance their ancient woodlands 
5. Data management and map production to identify locations for a new 

county survey of rare plants for the Oxfordshire Rare Plant Register 
6. Data processing of the Oxfordshire Moth Recording Group archive data to 

enable a better data exchange process in the future 
7. Berkshire and Oxfordshire geological site selection and data management 

plus working with the groups to identify priorities for survey 
8. Management of a two county otter recording scheme 

Future Plans 
We will continue to work with our existing recorders and volunteers, making sure 
we are meeting their expectations as well as develop new relationships to help fill 
some of our data gaps such as Windsor Great Park. We want to help establish 
better links with existing groups or help establish them where lacking in either 
county. 

7 - -
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4. Maintaining high quality and continually updated database 

Linked to our work and support with large recording groups is our success in 
securing data exchange agreements with them. Some of the big datasets that we 
received permission to hold include the Berkshire bird groups (Berkshire 
Ornithological Club and the Newbury District Ornithological Club) which added over 
150,000 to the Berkshire database. 

In total the number of computerised species records increased a further 9% in 
2009/10. This equates to: 

• 112 new datasets 
• 156,345 records taking the total TVERC species data holdings to 1,731,010 
• Approximately 72,500 of which were new protected and notable species 

records. 

A further 290,000 Oxfordshire flora records have been digitised and are being 
processed to be added to the Recorder 6 database in 2010, taking us over the 2 
million mark. 
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In 2009 TVERC worked both nationally and regional with Natural England to help 
establish a mapping protocol for the national wetland inventory updates which has 
helped us identify and map Coastal Floodplain Grazing Marsh across the two 
counties for the first time. As well as updating our habitat information this 
inventory, that also includes fens and reedbeds, will be available nationally helping 
to create a better picture of their distribution and hot spots. 

8 - -

Future Plans 
We aim to maintain a continually updated database of species records, looking to 
plug gaps both in terms of taxons and temporally as well as further enhance our 
habitat information using our partners’ datasets such as management grant 
scheme data. 
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5. Providing good quality and excellent customer service 

At TVERC we continue to strive towards maintaining an excellent customer service, 
and joining the Countryside Service Team of OCC in Spring 2009 we were part of 
their Charter Mark customer service rating. With a timely, comprehensive and 
flexible service we provide to all our partners, working with them to ensure the 
data we forward meets their changing needs. 

We provide a range of support activities for our partners and wildlife recording 
organisations too, including support with GIS mapping, data management advice 
and web based support such as for the Wokingham Veteran Tree group. With 
monthly updates and data allowing the group and everyone else interested to view 
the significant trees of Wokingham, including images and details, making a 
dynamic resource for the public and policy makers. 

In 2009/10 on top of the recorders conferences and the numerous events, walks 
and talks given through specific projects we also engaged with local parishes to 
discuss ways of assisting them with parish plans as well as providing data and 
maps for specific areas. The next steps is to get these groups to start filling in the 
gaps in our knowledge 

9 - -

Future 
We continue to work and engage with our partners and data users to ensure that 
the information and data products we supply are the most useful to them. In 
2010/11 we will continue to develop relations with new sectors and old looking at 
ways in which we can help them demonstrate the value of the local countryside. 
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6. Making data accessible 
We have continued to develop our data search enquiries systems and log all 
enquiries that take over half an hour to complete. This year we dealt with over 320 
data enquiries, ~50 general wildlife queries and many smaller requests which were 
not logged. This is a slight decline compared with the last two years and may well 
reflect the drop in land purchase and development since the global economic 
downturn started in 2008, see figures below. 
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The number and distribution of data search enquiries over time. 

Many enquiries are dealt with free of charge for example for local residents, 
naturalists, environmental charities and voluntary groups, parish councils, teachers, 
students and some others. People may be invited to make a donation towards this 
service. Commercial data searches are charged to cover the costs of staff time to 
process and administer the request. Details of charges and any updates are 
available on our website. 

TVERC continues to support the development of the National Biodiversity Network 
with four datasets now uploaded and managed online for the public to view. Work 
is still needed on how we develop this relationship and use the NBN to exchange 
data with national recording schemes whilst still protecting the integrity and quality 
of the data we hold and manage. 

Future 

We are still pursuing data exchange agreements with new recording groups and 
will look to work with local groups and parishes on ways to gather new wildlife 
information to inform their local plans as well as help fill some the geographic gaps 

10 - -

in our database. 
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7. Adding value to data 
This year approximately 50% of our income came from the Service Level 
Agreements with key partners, the remainder of the money comes from other data 
services and projects. Often these are additional projects for our partners or we 
seek grants for specific topics that we feel make the best use of our data holdings 
and provides added value for all our partners and data users. 

a) Green Infrastructure 
Reading biodiversity and ecological network mapping - a desk based study looking at 
the existing known resource of local sites and UKBAP habitats as well as protected 
species likely foraging and migration routes, to map out the current connectivity linking 
the urban wildlife sites to the wider countryside to enable the local authority to plan 
linking, buffering and enhancement opportunities through development proposals in 
the Borough. 

b) Protected species surveys and habitat management plans: 
Crayfish : This was the fifth year of the crayfish survey, funded by the Environment 
Agency, to look for new populations as well as track the progress of the non-native 
signal crayfish. Although a few new native white-claw crayfish populations were found 
this year, the signal crayfish appears to be migrating upstream and putting the native 
crayfish at increasing risk of extinction in Oxfordshire. 
Plants: Oxfordshire Rare Plant Register – Assisting the RPR to collate, process and 
produce distribution maps of the current known rare plants of Oxfordshire and utilise 
this data to further update the list. 
Habitat management plans: Several of the Banbury Town Council’s parks were 
surveyed in 2009 and a suggested plan to improve the biodiversity value of the sites 
was produced. 

c) Volunteer and land owner engagement: Be WILD – Along side the Pang, 
Kennet & Lambourn Valleys Countryside Project 
(FWAG) we are in the second year of a grant from 
Natural England to help local woodland owners 
protect and maintain their ancient woodland. TVERC 
has been involved in some of the training events and 
workshops, protected species surveys including 
dormice and flora and has worked with Wokingham 
Borough Council to more accurately map the ancient 
woodland resource, updating the Woodland 
Inventory. 

d) Local Geology 

11 

Gravels of the Lower Windrush Valley project, undertaken with Berkshire 
Geoconservation Group supported by TVERC was designed to raise public awareness 

- -

geological interest of the landscape. 

Regional Projects: 
e) SE regional Woodland Resource project - working with Natural England and the 
South East England Biodiversity Forum TVERC helped analyse regional habitat, sites, 
species and management grant scheme data to develop a methodology to calculate 
UKBAP habitat condition for woodlands. 

about the gravels in the valley through designing leaflets & walks to illustrate the 

Dormice surveys for Be WILD 
© Natural England 
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f) South East England Wetland Habitat Inventory – TVERC, along with Sussex 
Biological Records Centre, helped develop a methodology and coordinate the wetland 
inventory update in the South East, adding new data on Coastal Floodplain Grazing 
Marsh to our datasets as well as making the wider dataset available to NE and the 
public through MAGIC. 

g) SE Climate Change project - As part of TVERC’s role as the regional habitat 
dataset custodians we were asked to participate in a wider Natural England project 
looking at Climate Change vulnerability and prepare a dataset based on habitats, 
protected and local sites, geology, topography and landscape that could then be 
analysed with climate change prediction models. 

h) Assisting other Local Record Centres 
Resulting from a re-organisation and delayed recruitment process, TVERC was asked 
to fill a temporary gap in the staffing at Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Record 
Centre. TVERC also assisted the Centre to write the job descriptions for new posts, 
working with their partners to develop the LRC and it’s data products as well as 
provide management cover of the centre. 

12 - -
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8. Finance 

As in previous years the business strategy for TVERC has been to secure income 
for the core work areas such as the data collation, verification and provision as well 
as the Local Wildlife Survey in both counties that makes up 60% of our work 
programme. However, this year there has been a reduction in Agreements relative 
to our running costs (now at 50%) and additional projects have been taken on to 
bridge this gap. 

INCOME £ 
SLA Local Authority Partners (x12) 93,923 
SLA Natural England 20,000 
SLA EA 12,000 
SLA Other 750 
Data Products 20,225 
Projects 120,615 
Donations 1,350 
Balance brought forward 11,645 

Total 280,508 

EXPENDITURE £ 
Salaries (incl NI, pensions, recruitment) 201,151 
Salary in arrears (WBC 2008/09 Q4) 25,769 
Office costs (rent, lighting & heating) In kind from OCC 
Communications (Conferences, leaflets and 
newsletters) 800 
Furniture & Equipment (incl IT software) 4,543 
Travel & Subsistence 6,325 
Subcontracting (regional projects mostly to LRCs) 26,730 
Other (small grants, subscriptions etc.) 1,042 

Total 266,365 

Regional dataset project funds for contracts ongoing 50,100 

Net underspend to be carried forward 14,143 
to 2010/11 

13 - -
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9. Communicating with TVERC 

TVERC Management 
Although providing a service to it’s partners to help them deliver their statutory 
duties to protected and notable wildlife and sites, TVERC was not impervious to the 
economic downturn and in December 2009 we moved out of the West Berkshire 
office to consolidate the team into the one office in Oxfordshire. We believe this 
has had little impact on the service we supply to our Berkshire partners, just a little 
more travel for meetings. 

TVERC is hosted by Oxfordshire County Council and the work of the Centre is 
monitored and directed by a Steering Group. The Steering Group members 
include: 

• A representative for the Berkshire Unitary Authorities 
• A representative for The Oxfordshire Local Authorities 
• A representative from Natural England 
• A representative from Environment Agency 
• The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) 

Conservation Officer 
• The Oxfordshire County Ecologist 

• The West Berkshire Ecologist 
• The TVERC Director and County Managers 

A new business plan was agreed in 2009 to make our management, working plan 
and charging policies more transparent. A copy of this can be downloaded from 
the website. 

Contacts 
Thames Valley Environmental Records 
Centre 
C/O Oxfordshire County Council 
Signal Court 
Old Station Way 
Eynsham 
Oxon OX29 4TL 

Melanie Hardie 
Director: 01865 815418 

Gavin Bird 

14 - -

Oxfordshire Records Centre Manager: 
01865 815411 

Ellen Lee & Graham Hawker 
Biodiversity Data Manager: 01865 
815451 

Julie Kerans & Paul Evans 
Biodiveristy Data Officers & LWS 
surveyors: 01865 815451 

Lesley Dunlop 
TVERC Adminstrator: 01865 815415 
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The Coverage of TVERC 
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