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Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) is a 'not for profit' organisation covering Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire. We are run by a partnership of all the local authorities in Berkshire and Oxfordshire, Natural England, 

the Environment Agency and the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust. 

We collect, analyse and share geodiversity and biodiversity information in Berkshire and Oxfordshire to help people 
make sound decisions about how to develop and manage land sustainably and where to direct wildlife conservation, 

and for scientific research and education. 

We hold around 1.3 million records of flora and fauna in Berkshire and Oxfordshire plus information about Local 
Wildlife and Geological Sites, UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats and Ecological Networks (Conservation 

Target Areas and Biodiversity Opportunity Areas).  

We collect this data from the general public, skilled volunteer /amateur recorders, professionals working for wildlife 
charities (BBOWT and RSPB), professionals working for government agencies (Natural England, the Environment 

Agency & local authorities) and ecological consultants. 

TVERC is accredited by the Association of Local Environmental Records Centres. 
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Chairman’s Foreword 
Jeremy Davy, West Berkshire District Council 
 
I am pleased to be able to introduce you to our Annual report for 2012/13.  
 
My recent forewords have reported on difficult years financially and for the Country as a whole these 
continue to be difficult times. However, I am pleased to report that due to the actions we took over 2010 – 
2012 we have averted an operating loss and increased our “profit” to £47.3k in 2012/13. This has allowed 
us to strengthen our financial position by allocating £34k extra into the TVERC Reserve Fund which is there 
to cover staff redundancy costs plus two months operating costs.  The Reserve is now fully funded and will 
only need modest topping up to cover any cost increases. While some prudence is still needed as a large 
amount of the extra income has come from projects which can go down as well as up, we have decided to 
increase staff resources for a year to cover projects planned for 2013/14 and to provide some spare 
capacity. More information about our finances can be found in section 11. 
 
I thank all the staff for their continuing hard work. The team was steady this year, until we heard that 
Gavin Bird was leaving us for Oxford University – we hope that Gavin does not suffer the same fate that 
has befallen a number academics at the University that were investigated by ‘Lewis’ and ‘Morse’ before 
him! We thank Gavin for all his hard work while with us and wish him well in the future. 
 
As usual I must also thank all the volunteers that have offered their help to TVERC over the year and the 
volunteer recorders who continue to lodge valuable records with us. 
 
I will now finish and let you read the following pages which show the incredible depth and width of 
subjects/projects that the Records Centre has been involved in this past year and let you look at our 
updated website - www.tverc.org.  

http://www.tverc.org/
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1. Highlights of 2012-13 
 
Website 
This year we decided to freshen up our image with new branding and a new website, which was ‘live’ in 
January 2013.  The blue swirl on our new logo represents the river Thames as it runs through Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire. Oxfordshire is a known hot-spot for otters and annual swan counting or ‘upping’ takes place 
in Berkshire, hence the otter pawprint and swan footprint. The prints also represent the environmental 
records we hold.  
 
We hope that the new website will be easier for people to navigate and find the information they need. 
We can also update the new website more easily, with news and events, and details of recent projects. 
 

ALERC accreditation 

TVERC will soon be the third record centre in the UK to be accredited with the Association of Local 
Environmental Records Centre (ALERC). The accreditation process sets high standards for local records 
centres, and ensures that data users and providers receive a high quality service. Our assessment took 
place on 28th March 2013 and it has been recommended to the ALERC Directors that we meet the 
accreditation criteria. 
 

Local Authority Annual Reports 
This year a concerted effort has been made by us to promote the services which we provide to our local 
authority partners. More than ever, we recognise the importance of highlighting the value of our services 
to as wide a local authority audience – officers and councillors – as possible. This year, and for the first 
time, we have produced brief annual reports for each local authority in the two counties which outline not 
only the work we undertake for each, but the benefits these services provide local authorities and the 
council tax-paying public as a whole. 
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2. TVERC Team 
 
We are a team of seven people, but as most of us work part-time, this is equivalent to 5.4 full-time staff. 
 
Camilla Burrow, Director - Development and delivery of the TVERC service. 
camilla.burrow@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 01865 815 418 
 
Vacant (previously Gavin Bird), Projects Manager – Delivering services to our local authority partners in 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire and managing project work. 
 
Graham Hawker and Ellen Lee, Biodiversity Data Services Officers – Data management, analysing and 
presenting data for commercial customers and project work. 
graham.hawker@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 01865 815 431 
ellen.lee@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 01865 815 435 
 
Julie Kerans and Helen Miller, Oxfordshire and Berkshire Biodiversity Data Officers - Surveying local 
wildlife sites with the help of volunteers, analysing and presenting data for project work and developing 
links with the local groups and recorders. 
julie.kerans@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 01865 815 293 
helens.miller@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 01865 815 474 
 
Sally Jeffery, Admin Officer - Finance, admin & promotional tasks to ensure the smooth running of a busy 
office. sally.jeffery@oxfordshire.gov.uk, 01865 815 415 
 
New Berkshire Biodiversity Data Officer 
Helen joined TVERC as the Berkshire Biodiversity Data Officer in April 2012. Helen graduated from 
Lancaster University with an Ecology degree before working for the Forestry Commission on their Ancient 
Woodland project across England, then Warwickshire Wildlife Trust's ecological consultancy as a principal 
consultant. Helen is experienced in GIS, SSSI assessments, GI strategies, PPG17 data collection/analysis, 
training, habitat and species surveys and holds licences for great crested newts, dormice and white-clawed 
crayfish. Helen was awarded a Doctorate in lowland alder woodland management and the implications of 
ground flora composition & distribution - alternatively titled "Plants Talk. Why Listen?"! For a bit of light 
relief Helen takes photographs and draws cartoons - although still ecologically biased! 
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Structure 
The current structure is shown below: 

 

Contact details 
Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 
c/o Oxfordshire County Council 
Signal Court 
Old Station Way  
Eynsham 
Oxon OX29 4TL 

 
01865 815 451 
tverc@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
www.tverc.org 

 

  

mailto:tverc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.tverc.org/
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Geographic Coverage 
TVERC covers all of Berkshire and Oxfordshire, as shown on the map below. 

 

 

3. TVERC Partners 
Organisation 
TVERC is a 'not for profit' organisation covering Berkshire and Oxfordshire. We are run by a partnership 
and are one of a national network of local records centres. We are a member of the National Biodiversity 
Network (NBN) and accredited by the Association of Local Records Centres (ALERC).  
  
Our funding partners include all the local authorities in Oxfordshire & Berkshire plus Natural England and 
the Environment Agency. We also work closely with the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Trust. TVERC is hosted by Oxfordshire County Council. 
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Steering Group 
TVERC is monitored and directed by a Steering Group, which meets three times per year. The Steering 
Group provides strategic guidance for TVERC helping to set its overall aim, objectives and priorities ; 
provides guidance as required to TVERC staff; and ensures that the operational management of the Centre 
is successful and that it is adequately resourced. Annex B of the MoU sets out the Steering Group’s Terms 
of Reference (see appendix I). 
 

Memorandum of Understanding 
One of the requirements of ALERC accreditation is that we set out clearly and agree with our funding 
partners what they can expect from us, and what we expect from them. To help meet this requirement, 
the TVERC Partner Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was drawn up. This MoU has been approved by 
the TVERC Steering Group and we are hoping it will be in place from April 2014. See appendix I for the full 
text of the MoU. 

4. Data Holdings 
 
TVERC aims to hold all available information about the plants, animals, wildlife habitats and important 
wildlife and geological sites in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. TVERC holds a database of over 1.3 million 
species records plus Local Wildlife Site and Local Geological Site boundaries and information and UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and other habitat data. 
 
We also hold the boundary data for Conservation Target Areas in Oxfordshire and Biodiversity Opportunity 
Areas in Berkshire. These landscape-scale conservation areas are used by the Berkshire Nature 
Conservation Forum and Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum to coordinate Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) work in Berkshire & Oxfordshire. 
 

Data gaps analysis 
Natural England funded TVERC to undertake an analysis of species records data gaps. The analysis looked 
at geographic, taxonomic and temporal coverage of records within Berkshire and Oxfordshire. The project 
identified gaps and data flow shortcomings to enable improvements to be made to the coverage of records 
held by TVERC and the supply of records to our funding and other partners. 
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5. Data Collection & Management 
We collect data from the general public, skilled volunteer /amateur recorders, professionals working for 
wildlife charities (BBOWT and RSPB), professionals working for government agencies (Natural England, the 
Environment Agency & local authorities) and ecological consultants. 
 
Data Policies & Procedures document 
TVERC were following set procedures and policies for acquiring and managing data, but these were not 
written down in a single document. So, as part of the ALERC accreditation process, the Data Policies & 
Procedures document was written (with links to further information). A summary of the document is 
included in appendix II. 

  
Species records 
We added 39,413 new records to our database in 2012. The number was so high in 2010 because of a mass 
import of about 600,000 records from the old Recorder 3 into Recorder 6. In 2011, we added some large 
datasets such as moth records to our database. In 2012, the number was back to the usual number of 
records and meets our target of adding at least 30,000 new records per year (not counting large datasets 
such as the moth records). Our database now includes nearly 1.3 million records. 
 

Year 
Records 
added 

2004 196,194 

2005 24,949 

2006 35,633 

2007 38,497 

2008 48,585 

2009 36,652 

2010 658,759 

2011 174,389 

2012 39,413 

 
 

Datasets 
We added 48 new datasets into Recorder, including Local Wildlife Site species data and species data from 
Natural England (English Nature/Nature Conservancy Council). 121 datasets were acquired by TVERC from 
individual recorders, recording groups, conservation organisation and environmental consultants during 
2012/13 and will be processed and added to our database in accordance with our Data Policies & 
Procedures document. The list of datasets is listed in appendix III. 
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Data Agreements 
Each year, TVERC negotiate with the wide range of recorders and recording groups in Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire to ensure we can access new data. In 2012, we signed new data agreements with the following 
organisations and individuals: 
- Berks & South Bucks Bat Group 

- British Dragonfly Association (VC22 Recorder) 

- Canal and Rivers Trust 

- RSPB Otmoor 
- Withymead Nature Reserve 

 

Improving quality of data 
In 2012 we improved the quality of the Berkshire and Oxfordshire habitat dataset, in work funded by 
Natural England. The dataset contained some inaccuracies in polygon boundaries due to the way it was 
originally mapped and subsequent changes made by Ordnance Survey to MasterMap boundaries. The 
updated habitat dataset is a much more accurate reflection of the amounts and location of UK BAP priority 
habitat in Berkshire and Oxfordshire and ensures TVERC data meets national habitat inventory standards 
and ALERC accreditation criteria.  

 

6. Data Search Requests 
 
TVERC carried out 416 data searches in 2012/13. This is higher than the average number from the last 
six years of 357 and an increase since 2011/12, when we carried out 375 data searches. 
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TVERC charges for data searches based on an hourly rate for extracting and presenting the data. The hourly 
rate includes a contribution towards the annual cost of collating and managing the TVERC database. TVERC 
waive this charge for data searches for individuals, landowners and conservation organisations where the 
data will be used solely for conservation purposes. In these cases, a donation is requested, to cover the 
costs of extracting and presenting the data. So although we carried out 416 data searches, a charge was 
made for only 331 of these, bringing in a total income of £46.4k for 2012/13. 
 
The types of data searches are shown in the pie chart and tables below. 
 

 
 

Type of enquirer 
Number of data 

searches 

Local authority 6 

Parish Council 4 

Government agency 3 

Non-Government Organisation 20 

Consultant 339 

Student / teacher / researcher 10 

Landowner 5 

Local resident / member of the public 7 

Recorders/Local Wildlife Groups 19 

Utility* 3 

TOTAL 416 

 
*Many utility companies deal with TVERC via consultants, see Type of Enquiry for better idea of the 
number of utility/maintenance (water pipelines, railway, road maintenance) enquiries. 

 
 

77% 

7% 

11% 

5% 

Types of data searches in 2012/13 

Development & Planning
Education & research
Land management
Utility maintenance

Type of data search 
enquiry 2012/13 

Number 

Development & Planning 321 

Education & research 28 

Land management 45 

Utility maintenance * 22 

TOTAL 416 
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7. Data Provision to Partners 
 
TVERC provided the following updated datasets to our partners. These are essential to ensure that our 
partners comply with planning policy and wildlife legislation and that sound decisions are made about 
where to focus conservation effort, how best to manage land and where to direct development to 
minimise impacts on the natural environment. 
 
The updated datasets TVERC provided to partners were: 

- Protected & notable species (December 2012) 
- Local Wildlife Sites (June 2012) 

 
There were no changes to the following datasets: 

- Buffered notable & protected species 
- UK BAP priority habitat 
- Local Geological Sites 
- Conservation Target Areas / Biodiversity Opportunity Areas 

8. Data Analysis & Presentation 
 
TVERC carried out several projects during 2012-13, including carrying out surveys, analysing data and 
presenting the results in a user-friendly format. The results of these projects will be used by our funders to 
make sound decisions about where to direct conservation effort, how best to manage land and where to 
direct development to minimise impacts on the natural environment. 

 
Conserving species & habitats through Land-use Planning 
Hedgerows 
TVERC was commissioned by West Oxfordshire District Council to carry out several surveys of hedgerows. 
The woody species and woodland herbs found were recorded along with structural and contextual 
information on the hedgerow. The results of the survey were used to determine whether the hedgerows 
met the qualifying criteria for “Important Hedges” (in terms of its wildlife interest), as described within the 
Hedgerow Regulations 1997 and enabled West Oxfordshire District Council to decide on an application for 
a hedgerow removal notice. 
 
Ancient Woodland 
TVERC received funding from Natural England and the Forestry Commission to review and update the 
ancient woodland inventory (AWI) in Oxfordshire, Aylesbury Vale and Milton Keynes. The updated AWI, 
mapping the quality, extant and distribution of ancient woodland, will include sites under 2 ha (which were 
excluded from the original AWI) and provide a robust evidence base to help inform planning decisions. 
The works involve using GIS analysis of modern and historic maps, supported by field work, to assess 
whether currently wooded sites were likely to have been wooded since at least 1600 and subsequently 
considered to be ancient woodland. This project will continue until November 2013. 
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Oxfordshire Green Infrastructure 
TVERC carried out data acquisition for the Oxfordshire framework Green Infrastructure study. The datasets 
were used within Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) analyses, allowing the creation of 
maps highlighting variations in green space availability throughout the county. TVERC staff have 
participated in a number of meetings to highlight progress in the project. 
 
Oxfordshire railway  
Oxfordshire County Council requested maps of protected species, statutory and non-statutory designated 
sites, nature reserves, conservation target areas, other designations (e.g. Green belt) and landscape types 
for a 1km buffer along the Oxford to Bicester railway. Higher resolution maps were provided for the 
section in Oxford City. This was to inform the County Councils position and response to the proposal for an 
East-West rail link in relation to wildlife conservation and landscape issues. 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plans & Community Led Plans 
With funding from Oxfordshire County Council, TVERC produced the “Oxfordshire Community & Parish 
Guide to Biodiversity” to help local communities conserve biodiversity in their local patch and point them 
towards sources of advice, help and funding. 
 

Land Management 
Berkshire woodlands 
The Natural England-funded “Berkshire Woodland Improvements Linked to Biodiversity” (BeWILD) project 
ran from October 2008 to the end of March 2011. Through woodland surveys – some of these  undertaken 
by TVERC staff – and the provision of woodland management advice, the project aimed to train 
landowners, community groups and volunteers on how woodlands can be economically viable, be used as 
a source of wood fuel and at the same time support a diverse flora and fauna. TVERC produced woodland 
maps – highlighting a range of woodland-related features – to help facilitate sustainable woodland 
management.  
 
Kingwood Common 
TVERC digitised habitat and management compartment information for Kingwood Common LWS. This 
work was funded by Nettlebed and District Commons. The digitised data was used to produce a series of 
maps. These maps will form part of the management plan for the site and have been used by Nettlebed 
and District Commons to liaise with local people on plans for management of the site. 
 
Acid grassland / heath in Bracknell 
Bracknell Forest Council commissioned us to undertake a botanical survey of the acid grassland/heath 
areas of a former landfill site on the eastern edge of Bracknell. The survey was a requirement of the 
management plan for the site. Although no BAP habitats were identified, the survey recorded a number of 
species and habitat components typically associated with acidic heath. This suggests that there is potential 
for this habitat to establish and develop. Knowing the current state of a habitat will help inform future 
management decisions to promote the development of high priority habitats within the county. 
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Monitoring change 
Native crayfish 
Native crayfish are seriously endangered in Oxfordshire. The expansion of signal crayfish populations poses 
the single greatest threat to our native crayfish because they carry a fatal fungal disease, often called 
“crayfish plague”. TVERC has been carrying out surveys since 2004, scouring the top of small limestone and 
chalk streams for this elusive creature. During this time, the loss of the native crayfish from streams has 
been a depressing but regular occurrence. Therefore the Environment Agency funded TVERC to use 
Geographical Information Software (GIS) to identify potential ARK sites for the white-clawed (native) 
crayfish in Oxfordshire (places that the crayfish could be moved to if they ever become “doomed” in the 
wild). More than 1300 enclosed waterbodies greater than 500 square metres in area were identified and 
analysed for their isolation from the river network, vulnerability to flooding and geological suitability. 60 
potentially suitable water bodies were identified for further investigation. 
 
Local Wildlife Sites under good management 
TVERC undertook the assessment of the Single Data List 160 (previously called National Indicator 197) – the 
percentage of local wildlife sites in favourable management condition – for individual Berkshire unitaries in 
2012/13. The 2012 results for the analysis of data associated with the 2011/12 business year were that an 
average of 38.9% of local sites were in positive management across all of Berkshire. The table below shows 
the results for the individual unitaries within Berkshire. 
 

Local authority % of local sites in positive management 
(2011/12) 

Berkshire average 38.9% 

Bracknell Forest BC 49% (increase of 1% from 2010/11) 

RB Windsor & Maidenhead 27% (decrease of 2% from 2010/11) 

Reading BC 58% (no change from 2010/11) 

Slough BC 40% (no change from 2010/11) 

West Berkshire DC 38% (decrease of 5% from 2010/11) 

Wokingham 42% (increase of 2% from 2010/11) 

 
Biodiversity indicators 
Information on biodiversity indicators associated with our Berkshire and Oxfordshire local authority 
partners’ Local Plans was gathered, processed and supplied in 2012. The following biodiversity indicators 
were reported on: 

• Changes in area of sites designated for their biodiversity importance (SPA, SAC, SSSI, LWS)  

 Change in number of UKBAP priority species 

 Changes in area of UK BAP priority habitat 

 Distribution and status of water voles 

 Change in condition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

 Distribution and status of farmland birds 

 Distribution and status of stag beetles 
 



TVERC Annual Report 2012/13 

Camilla Burrow, TVERC Director 
 

   May 2013 
P a g e | 15 

 
TVERC is hosted by Oxfordshire County Council 

 

 

9. Local Wildlife Sites 
 
Local Wildlife Site surveys are one of the core services that TVERC continues to provide across the two 
counties for the majority of the Local Authorities. We carried out a total of 70 LWS surveys in 2012/13. We 
also organised volunteer surveyors to carry out specialist surveys for dragonflies, butterflies, general 
invertebrates, hymenoptera, fungi, bryophytes, veteran trees, crayfish and birds. Survey reports were 
produced and taken to the site selection panel.  The full detail of these is in appendix IV. 
 

Oxfordshire highlights 
In Oxfordshire, we surveyed 38 sites covering a good range of habitats. One of the sites surveyed was 
Oakley Hill, which is a Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust reserve near Chinnor in 
South Oxfordshire. The site includes areas of species-rich chalk grassland with a good range of species. The 
rare squinancywort is present along with salad burnet, wild thyme, quaking grass, dwarf thistle, fairy flax, 
common centaury, common rock-rose, yellow-wort, mouse-ear hawkweed, cowslip, small scabious, blue 
fleabane and eyebright. There are also occasional common spotted-orchids. A water vole was seen in the 
River Windrush at Little Grimes Meadow in Witney but unfortunately did not stay still long enough for a 
photo. There were also some interesting invertebrates recorded including an Elephant hawk moth species 
found on a chalk grassland site in the Vale of White Horse, close to Letcombe Regis. 
 

Berkshire highlights 
A total of twenty-four LWS were surveyed across Wokingham, Bracknell, Slough, Reading and Royal 
Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead during the 2012 survey season. The sites ranged from ancient 
woodland with significant wild service tree population to floodplain meadows and community green space 
and reedbeds.  Between the showers a number of dragonfly and damselflies were noted, including banded 
demoiselle, beautiful demoiselle, common blue damselfly, blue-tailed damselfly, emperor dragonfly, four-
spotted chaser, hawkers and red-eyed damselfly. 
 

10. Supporting Recorders & Volunteers 
 
TVERC are fortunate to get the help of volunteers to carry out some data processing, species recording and 
site surveys. In 2012/13, volunteers carried out 6 days of specialist surveys on Local Wildlife Sites. We also 
rely on help from volunteers to manage and input data into our database. In 2012/13, office volunteers 
carried out 162 days of data management. If this work had been carried out by paid staff, it would have 
cost TVERC a staggering £19.4k1. 
 

  

                                                 
1
 An equivalent paid job would be £19,600 per annum, the 'on-costs' increase that to £24,600. That is equivalent to a daily rate 

of £115 (assuming 215 working days in the year) and hourly rate of £15.25 
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Volunteer recording groups 
Much of the data in the TVERC database comes from volunteer recorders and so supporting them is an 
essential part of the work TVERC carry out. We provide technical support for recording groups who are 
collecting and analysing data across Oxfordshire and Berkshire. In 2012/13, TVERC provided assistance to: 

 New Oxfordshire Bird Atlas project 

 Oxfordshire Rare Plants Register 

 Cherwell Swifts Project 

 Withymead Nature Reserve 

Recording & Training Events 

Working with other wildlife organisations, TVERC organise a local Recorders Conference to share 
information amongst volunteer recorders and increase their knowledge so they can provide us with even 
better data. We also provide training courses and talks to local groups. In 2012/13, TVERC carried out the 
following talks and training events: 

 Support for Silwood College Bioblitz (June 2012) 

 Talk and otter spotting walk for Oxford Bioblitz (June 2012) 

 Meadow floral ID for Newbury Renewal Project (July 2012) 

 Otter spotting for Newbury Renewal Project (July 2012) 

 Advice on species recording for West Oxfordshire Field Club (September 2012) 

 Talk on the use and value of biodiversity data for Wildlife in Ascot (September 2012) 

 Crayfish talk to Woodstock Natural History Society (October 2012) 

 Withymead Nature Reserve Otter spotting (February 2013) 
 
Berkshire Recorders Conference 
The 2012 Berkshire Recorders’ Day took place in October at Thatcham Discovery Centre and was attended 
by 23 people. Coinciding with the first ever National Biology week the theme was Celebrating Berkshire’s 
Biodiversity. We had talks on Berkshire’s Bird Atlas by Berkshire Ornithological Group and a brief history of 
systems of classifying living things by the former Keeper of the Herbarium at RHS Wisley. We were then 
catapulted into the macro-world of woodland fungus by the Thatcham Photography Club. We heard about 
the plight of farmland birds from the RSPB while the BTO encouraged us to get out and about to contribute 
to national winter thrush surveys. We also heard about environmental activities taking place in Sandhurst 
and surveying opportunities at the Royal Military Collage in Bracknell. 
 
Oxfordshire Recorders Conference 
The 2013 Oxfordshire Recorders and Conservation Day took place in February in Oxford and was attended 
by 73 people. The event was themed around “Recording in Your Patch”. Speakers included Judy Webb and 
Geoff Jones, who shared their experiences of recording at Aston Rowant National Nature Reserve. This was 
followed by talks on a study on southern damselflies at Cothill and an introduction to online recording 
using Living Record. Alan Larkman, from Oxford Ornithological Society, gave a presentation detailing the 
effects of sympathetic management for farmland birds in Eynsham. In the afternoon there were updates 
from local recording groups and workshops covering the topics;  Taking Living Record further, Getting 
better outcomes from Bioblitzes, Identifying good quality habitat in Oxfordshire, Ideas to encourage your 
community to start wildlife recording and How do young people get into working in ecology? 
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11. Finance 
Sources of funding 
TVERC is funded in a variety of ways, as demonstrated by the pie chart below. 
 

 
 
The bar chart below outlines the income for this financial year, compared with the previous financial year. 
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Finance summary 
In comparison with last year, the income from funding partners and from donations has remained steady, 
but there has been an increase in the income for projects, data searches and data licences. 
 
In 2012/13, TVERC carried out a large number of projects, including the Bucks & Oxon Ancient Woodland 
Inventory Project, which brought in a substantial amount of funding. TVERC also carried out more data 
searches this year than last, and we also increased our prices slightly, which resulted in the increase in 
income. 
 
The biggest expenditure is on staff salaries. However, staff time is also the biggest asset TVERC has, as it’s 
the staff time spent on projects, data searches and data licences which bring in the income. The accounts 
from 2011-12 show that when expenditure on staff is decreased, so did projects income, which may well 
be a reflection of the lack of staff time in that year available for pursuing project money and then 
completing the associated project work. 
 
This increase in income has meant that we have been able to increase expenditure. We spent more on 
staff as we were fully staffed. We also invested money in the TVERC service by creating a new website, 
and investing in the habitats framework mapping tool. Despite this additional expenditure, we ended 
2012-13 with a net surplus of £47k, which will be re-invested in the TVERC service. 
 

TVERC Finances 
Year 

2011-12 2012-13 

Income 

Local authorities SLA -£98,421 -£100,024 

Natural England & EA SLA -£27,333 -£25,333 

Commercial data searches -£33,887 -£46,424 

Commercial data licences -£750 -£4,200 

Projects - LA funded -£12,935 -£24,333 

Projects - NE / EA funded -£7,323 -£45,540 

Projects - other funded -£34,052 -£32,381 

Donations (for data searches) -£305 -£410 

Donations (for Recorders Conference) -£710 -£716 

Income total -£215,715 -£279,360 

Expenditure 

Staff (salaries, expenses, training) £184,085 £197,378 

Contractors £1,849 £12,170 

Overheads (equipment, printing, postage, subscriptions) £1,573 £2,659 

Premises (paid 'in kind' by OCC) £16,500 £16,500 

Recorders Conference £460 £296 

Investment in service (data tools, website etc.) £0 £3,000 

Expenditure total £204,467 £232,003 

NET TOTAL -£11,249 -£47,357 
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Balancing account 
Due to Oxon CC accounting rules, the Business account must balance to £0 at the end of each financial 
year. Therefore any money received more than one year in advance is kept in the Balancing account. Any 
underspend or overspend at the end of each financial year is moved into or out of the Balancing account. 
The TVERC Reserve is also kept in the Balancing account. 
 
The TVERC Reserve should cover the costs of staff redundancies plus two months running costs. In 
2012/13, the reserve required was calculated to be £64k, based on redundancy costs of £30k plus monthly 
running costs of £17k. 
 

Year 2011-12 2012-13 

Balancing account at end of previous year   £154,165 

Amount taken out of balancing account* £11,249** £87,242*** 

Amount put into balancing account £11,249 £47,357 

Balancing account at end of current year £154,165 £114,280 

Minimum required Reserve in balancing account £30,000 £64,000 

Money allocated for following year  £31,375 

Unallocated money in balancing account  £18,905 

 
* This is money which was received in advance and kept in the balancing account for the following year. It 
appears as income within the business account tables on the previous page. 
 
** This was the contribution from Natural England for their SLA with TVERC. 
 
*** This comprised of: 
- £38,625 for the Ancient Woodland Inventory project 
- £13,333 for Natural England SLA with TVERC 
- £12,000 for Environment Agency SLA with TVERC 
- £12,500 for Oxon CC Green Infrastructure project 
- £750 for BeWild project 
- £10,034 for Chilterns Ancient Woodland project 
  


