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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
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Food & Rural Affairs

The Environment (Local Nature Recovery Strategies) (Procedure) Regulations 2023 'I ) “ . \\

Made 22nd March 2023
Laid before Parliament 23rd March 2023
Coming into force 13th April 2023

The Secretary of State makes these Regulations in exercise of the power conferred by sections 105(4) and (5) and 143(1) of the

Environment Act 2021(1). Py ' e <

For the first time, 48 Local Nature Recovery Strategy areas were appointed as ‘Responsible
Authorities’ in July 2023, to publish in 2025.

4. The main purpose of the strategies is to identify locations to create or improve habitat
most likely to provide the greatest benefit for nature and the wider environment. The
strategies do not force the owners and managers of the land identified to make any
changes. Instead, the government is encouraging action through, for example,
opportunities for funding and investment.

Local nature recovery strategy statutory guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk)



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6421a4bdfe97a8001379ecf1/Local_nature_recovery_strategy_statutory_guidance.pdf

As of yesterday, Oxfordshire can view the drafted LNRS which
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What do they documents do?

* Describe and set the priorities for Oxfordshire’s biodiversity

* The ‘priorities’ are the outcomes for biodiversity that are of greatest
Importance to achieve in the county.

* Next to each priority are ‘potential measures’ (actions) which would need to
be delivered to achieve the priorities. Some actions focus on specific species
through our Species Priorities List.

* We were then asked to maﬁ out locations which could be of greatest
importance for delivering the mappable measures (actions).

* Some measures (actions) have not been mapped out, either if there isn’t
enough data or if the measure is important to take across the entire county
(e.g. nature-friendly farming across the county).

* |tis expected that people can use the written information to inform bids for
funding (e.g. to survey certain priority species, or to deliver particular habitat
creation work).



OXFORDSHIRE's LOCRL NATURE gy w08 .,
dy'c'gtnfs?féawsee KE@@WE R STRETE@V \ ' We received nearly

the decline of 8,000 ideas of

BIODIVERSITY?
HATONAL = actions that could be
taken to improve

REALIGN
ourSElV?S wi tk

NATURE, as

X 1Im ove \
NE | L part of NATURE

PEOPLE to 'SerE @
LOCAL WILD existin

PRIDE in /WAt

LANDSCAPES

= e = DE 'VERS'Ty {‘ ' ( other one . . T
T==s>5< BIOD s Tt ol any & I YIL biodiversity in
—~ PEO RIVERS and {57 [
uﬁhuﬂkcg,‘;,ﬂ‘:’& FRESHWATERS ) AMiss 7T 707, o Lenet the KD PASS ona Oxfordshire.

DEMOG : c‘ﬁmome CLIMATE FUnctuomﬂS

"-n SYNBERinG .. and HEALTHY
oo %I%E uzﬂoem Pr 'or tleS e ECosysTEM Many fell into the
elping o= N LIFE MPOWER S =
NHATBREbo e \WILD é’%ﬁ%"ff with the . FUTURE themes shown here

- ) N  maa b IOR VO'CE i
'%%c&ve&,t 3 > X ma .’ ! e ® g Generatiods.  which came from one

survive ol
of our workshops.
What's the .
_ Actlons BEST we Collaborative e
¢an ao
NATURE ~ LARGE NATURAL
Create \‘lmctuonmga ‘ ENGAGE FP__! V’ S,ON THRIVING  AREAS o These responses
ORGSO gilding clctjon Nature: SohtuaL s, WNEARE comnect scoévgfe?«\” continue to shape
development Ly  GROUPS for EDUCX . diverse MANYAGERS . L
SNE, Contorm NATIONAL T RESIORATION’ zor v;ﬁg{tﬁ b our priorities,
to LAWS 10 Ve . .
! MENCS 0 (Ur’l(u a D, ¢ ‘\‘ -/ ,“ -_'v A ’ s SpeCIGS lIStS, a nd
N FUNDW(? ?'L?z'ﬁ':f)%s AREY + A \ i " o,,’ RE R AT : Th
) SRRy gaNuAL T N 2 \ | | X GENERA'“ON .~ mapping. The map.
pPoLicy ceLEsRATE X ooy T L A o

ARTWORK by FEDERICA CIOTTI



» B A - o e
- @l 0 dDILS |0 aa co d 00

= ~oven . = Stteri .
o , it Kettering Thrapston ,~
Oxfordshire X Q ‘ LI -‘;' / —~ (\L“\éﬁgby\ . N o ) \ Cdml_;x |<1:1(?§i1i
: » SA AN 7 £ eterbor
Kenilworth N \ ‘ {
Show se - . N WS
Show search results for Oxford... ‘ \ \’ ) , L. i Echestor
i P . 1l ! .
| \ '/ / HemevinAn den\ Royal Lseggwlngtm y Wellingborough s / o
steigne Droitwich Spa ! . [ Great Britain
/ \ : Southam Daventry Nonh\ TR
- Leominster 1’ / \ \ \\ - Jampton ¥ = St\“hie;ots s
ton
) Bromyard Worcester Stratford-upon-Avon = \
; \, Olney X iy
Towcester Bedford Sandy
Malvem Pershore Ny / \ J /
P2 (Y Biggleswade |/
on Wye Her éford — \“_\\ f" Upton-upon Sevem Ch| ihd Campden I { //[ -
=2 Ledbuw : AN pping Carrp Sracly. Milton KeyneS\ Shefford ) /R°y8t°" \
7 Tewkesbury 1 '~f/ Moreton-in-Marsh -~ Buckingham memk
/ k A 7 [\ o& - { d Letchworth
. ) /N 2o B)sho;? /s‘ ICIeeve /Winslow N \ / Buntingford
Ross-on-Wye 4 ) Linslade \\
i { b Stevenage
Dunstable, N~
~owell Mitcheldean Gloui:,gster W \\ \ )\\\
Northleach 13 v/
Aylesbury 35 Harpenden ( \ War
3laenavon / Pk "\ : Tfi"S\ ‘ }
St'one}hou,se . \ / \ < ‘St A‘bans ,Broxboume
il \ . =
it s | =T Cirencester \93 R‘SbOFOUQh\ o \/_X‘ }, \
>, Berkeley /" L Itham,Cros:
, 3 \/ X = '\ K Wa tham Cros:
3 Cwmbran LKL \ Watford* ' g ) ' Lok
\) Chepstow Wonog-under—Edge \_ngh Wyoombe / \ ( V\ ¢ / !/ -
‘ \ N PN AR \ Y A -
AN Beaconsfield < \ \¢ { 3

x %,
1 \ EastFinchley A~ 2
Marlow ' \\ K\"\\ .)az n ey\ s rad A
) — Ay,

"\2':“(7\"":::_-7 \Gre c:ln I LU N ﬂn'"
7 Etony %~ Brentford N 93:\\-)-”

/ \\ '7” / J‘K:ﬁ ViR 20
< T _‘}/\ Catford ~
G dd
~"" Wokingham*~_ Ascot f eddington / f\
it : \\
d Y

e R o /7{ / ““Crovdon

/V’-/’ stiof. England £ Chippenham
J

23 l
T% 2\ ( ""/‘ Mariborough

x Ba"ﬁ) Melksham = 1y

Hun

N



Stony‘:suatford \
Mllton Keynes

Winslow
Stow-on-the-Wold

The
G Cotswolds
/Yh ' National {
Landscape
Northleach

e

/N
\t 5

Cirencester _ : - . o, ) R ; y .
A F o ) & / «'v S s

Jatl ngto ‘.'\ qu

data © OpenStreetMap contributors, M|crosoft Facebook In

WAMERATE AP 252 | LA 12925 P19 25 &3 71 - oseI1s I |




O [ ()  https://oxfordshire.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8d 1906c05f1941f585491fd63ee06e92 A

RO Dra DC3 abita ap Add comme e edit too
w | Oxfordshire X| Q ] Middistoriaioney , 100
T /
! Show search results for Oxford... '\\ / o\ "7 Marsh Gibbon
N \ & ‘ “Bicester N nt
Sy \ _ A4095— 74 d %
\\ \ = M . V
\. on FPEe 74 y. p
\ 6~ Chesterton ; =
B402 Tackle A4095 ° Y 4 ) ¥
e 1t RAF Westo! 4 7 el
"t"l‘mgt - st Cra Wé'ﬁdlebu Ambrosde o A41’-'_-‘—‘:_
‘ ) J 6/ cktho
Ad4 &
y S \ : WestoWQn The Gree% 9
R &
VAR ' P4 -
{ { \/, Bletchingd %
l \ 'S i N\ PN Ludgershall
» |\ \ AR V4 Arnc
\ Y/ S
b stock _/ ﬁhipton- ; ’ 8 Piddington
. 2N St es
\J Lt ’\G%‘* \
O6m \\'\ Charltan-on Barracks ° >
0- o :j" 2 \‘\ * I ol I ¥ /
igh P Z T \Oxford 4 t
» ‘ - < ‘«.‘Airpon s Eross
. w - \\\ \:—_. 5 di n ‘Od A
Emds . _ Y\ AN Y N Boarstall

Hanborotah 7\ 2 £ S aarata

_;_ong anboroug i Begbroke Kidlington Jsli 7
\ . Brill
7 Add A4260 Honeyburge
Chu oroug Z ™ v .
* p Yaf}‘}"x. ' ;'t;‘.r ./5':! !’..“'_— ! Horton-cum-Studley
D el ) o % Oakley

ol ;

(éhabbir'!g‘ton' Tnmao

. N A\ - Y
‘ \ i - Woodeaton. \
) 1
7\ X )
‘ of | & "3 le
A L2 &!‘

Panoinnd



LN RS Draft Local Ha bltat Map Add comments with the edit tool

[v

Oxfordshire X B |
i //

— West

‘ n-the;G,gee

7
b, Family
R
Service
2057
ation

hkfurlong
mhouse

Show search results for Oxford... 4
Holts.Earm

J Oddington
Wood
Odding'ton ;
Grange

\
X -

- =

nton-qn-Otm._

Otter Hous

Oddingil

L

i

(1 of 5) P O X

PM ID: 51 : Create wetland habitats which
contain a matrix of various habitat types
which are suitable for the site (e.g. wet
grassland, ponds, ditches, hedgerows, trees,
or wet woodland).

Priority Create more, new (or restored) high

1 quality freshwater habitats in
Oxfordshire including ponds, lakes,
reedbeds, and marsh.

LA L J I\_

e ‘ﬁfcottr




w | Oxfordshire X | Q

West Show search results for Oxford... g

- ;' Oddington

Y / Wood
: Oddington

Grange

ikfurlong
Phhouse

Otter Hous

Odding

%
. -

< =

-

nton‘-on-Otm

Merton

PM ID: 40 : Restore river diversity and
manage rivers and their riparian (riverside)

habitats to achieve good ecological condition

that supports species.

Priority Existing freshwater habitats in

1 Oxfordshire are in improved
ecological condition to support
biodiversity through clean, healthy,
and plentiful water (rivers, canals,
lakes, ponds, ditches, and
reedbeds).

Zoom to soe

Si
\“
%
¢ s
: -
4 .
At




LNRS Draft Local Habitat Map Add comments with the edit tool

Oxfordshire X B

West Show search results for Oxford... E /
E .. - Holts.l.-Earm

g

Oddington ; : (3 of 5) «» OX
Oddi Lt i . PM ID: 55 : Create new areas of lowland /
Grg‘lr?t(;n : i meadow by creating and restoring floodplain
9 . meadows.

Priority Oxfordshire's biodiverse wet habitats
1 support species and occupy mors of
our functional floodplains, linked by
h wildlife corriders along rivers &
- streams, providing natural flood
NN management and improved water
ton-on-Otm

. L, quality.

=

3t Zoom to TR = ¥
IUTCOM g

QS

Otter Hmus'
Oddin’




‘v

LNRS Draft Local Habitat Map

Oxfordshire X B

West

Show search results for Oxford...

Oddington

Oddington
Grange

Wood

Add comments with the edit tool

/

Hr:nltsl.-Earm

(4 of 5) «» OX

FM ID: 57 : Create areas of new good quality
grazing marsh and improve (or maintain a
good condition) of existing floodplain
grazing marsh to achieve high biodiversity
value.

Friority Oxfordshire's biodiverse wet habitats
1 support species and occupy more of
our functional floodplains, linked by
wildlife corridors along rivers &
streams, providing natural flood
ton-on-Otm management and improved water

) — quality.

W,

Zoom to

Otter Hous

Oddin‘




LN RS Draft Local Habitat Map Add comments with the edit tool

o 4

+ [v Oxfordshire ><

= West Show search results for Oxford...

“ n-the:Gree

p. Family
Service
ed
ation

Oddington “
: Wood / Y (50f5)
Oddington g
Grange / A PM ID: 38 : Create new areas of wet
% woodland along rivers and riparian land and
corridors as appropriate.

Priority Create new areas of diverse
1 woodland in Oxfordshire that are in
good ecological condition and
\ 0 managed to support biodiversity.
Zoom to ese

ntoh-on-Otm' )

4§ A UTCotta

»
WY
L

>
«

furlong . - Q/
house Y 4 .

Otter Hous§

Odding

ey



Add comments with the edit tool
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1. Existing areas of importance
to biodiversity - 17,032ha
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The aim of the documents and of the map is to support decision makers
to accelerate the planning and delivery of habitat improvement/creation
work and/or build a case for funding that aligns with local priorities.

* Sites still need be assessed for environmental impacts, archaeology, suitability
etc

* Landowners can choose one/more of the LNRS measures, or they can do

something else (develop, farm, etc). They are not required to deliver LNRS
actions.

* |[f landowners choose to deliver LNRS measures, then government expect that
this should improve the chances of success and funding from both local and
national bodies to deliver this work.

* The LNRS mapped areas are also expected to influence Biodiversity Net Gain, to
incentivise the delivery of habitat actions in the LNRS mapped locations.

* Defra are currently agreeing exactly how the LNRS will impact planning and how
]|C_NRSS could link the Environmental Land Management payment scheme for
armers.

The map isn’t everything



During the past 12 months, many of you supported
us to create a Species Priorities List for Oxfordshire

* Thank you!

* Using shared information, we followed a Natural England’s process to
agree which species could be priorities for the LNRS.

* We now have a draft of this ‘Species Priorities List’ which we intend to
iImprove as we hear more during the consultation phase.

* | have brought a printed copy today if you’d like to view this and leave
comments for us.

* Of the 883 species on our longlist you helped us to categorise ~500 into
A-G categories and from those 500 we looked for any which needed
specific actions which were above and beyond the habitat actions
already listed on our statement of biodiversity priorities.



We now have a list of 56 species-specific measures that
could support 88 threatened/near threatened species.

e.g. Species who are
Potential Measure eXpeCted to benefit
/ from this measure
Manage suitable areas to regenerate and increase the presence of juniper ||| Aston Juniper (Juniperus
and its associated species by creating scrapes down to bare soil to Upthorpe and Cﬁmm“";ﬁ?' Moth
establish the seeds. Exclude rabbits, deer, and sheep from these areas. Aston (r;%ifcse":
Rowant NNR | )

Mature Juniper colonies have been dying out in lowland England and have not, by
themselves been naturally regenerating any new young Juniper with any success in the
past 60 years. Without Juniper regeneration projects this plant is expected to go extinct
within the next 50 years from lowland England. Oxfordshire is one of a few counties
which have key areas of southern chalk grassland where Juniper could be re-
established, and work is being undertaken to better understand and develop natural
regeneration methods to prevent the loss of Juniper and dependent species form
Oxfordshire. I T

' I

Further information and hyperlinks Particularly important

to guidebooks and information locations
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Beetle of Autumn

Gentian

Manage existing populations of Autumn gentian to maintain existing
populations and where suitable, take action to create new areas of autumn
gentian, allowing the population of this beetle and plant to expand.

amarella), a late flowering plant which favours dry, chalk grassland. The plant itself is at
risk of extinction and the populations of this beetle are rarer still in England and
populations exist in Oxfordshire including Aston Rowant NMR.

Aston
Rowant NMR

Beetle - Smicranyx

Flowering plant -
Autumn Gentian

(Gentianella

Create, extend, or manage large reedbeds (over 1 hectare) for bitterns.
Lower any reedbeds at risk from drying out and manage the reed structure
to achieve diversity within the reedbed. Aim for no more than 30% being
older than 7 years and no more than 5% of the area being scrub. Manage
the reedbed through cyclical cutting of different sections of reed over time
and regularly remove willow.

Bitterns breed in the UK’s largest and least disturbed reedbeds. Bittern numbers
have declined to the point where they had previously been extinct from the UK.
Habitat loss and disturbance has been a major challenge for the success of these
birds. However they are now present in the UK again and their populations have
recently been with targeted habitat management techniques. They are found in
Oxfordshire and are a bird which is expected to improve in number and
breeding success with the right habitat management to create dense cover. The

Otmoor,
Lower
Windrush
Valley

Eurasian Bittern
(Botaurus stellaris)

Provide bespoke fish passes at suitable structures along rivers to enable
fish to move between river sections and lay eggs to reproduce (salmonid

passes for trout and eel passes for eels).

Esls are experiencing a majer global decline in numbers including within
Oxfordshire rivers in the past 30 years with declines also noted for Brown Trout.
Alongside overall improvement to river quality and river beds, these fish also
need to be able to move through rivers but have struggled to do this in recant
history after the creation of numerous barriers in our rivers and watercourses
(e.g. weirs and river locks). Creating fish passes help fish to move between
sections of river to access places to lay their eggs and reproduce.

Brown trout (Salmo
trutta), European Eel
(Anguilla Anguilla)

Fly orchid

Where Fly Orchids could be present, manage scrub along the edges, rides, and
glades of woodland to create dappled light and grassland with a short sward and
bare patches under a canopy of open scrub or grassland canopy.

The Fy Crchid is expected to be able to quickly recover through traditional
management techniques. In woodlands, this may be achieved through pollarding glade
and ride-side trees, reducing soil disturbance, creating new rides and glades, and
coppicing or seasonally cutting ground flora in rides and glades. Grazing management
could also be used, with livestock exclusion during the spring and early summer
flowering period and taking into consideration existing pressure from wild herbivores.

There have
been 55
records of this
speciesin
Oxfordshire in
the past 30
years,

Fly orchid (Qphrys
insesiifera)




We hope to be able
to map more of
these.

* So far we were able to map out
specific locations to target
measures to recover Juniper

* But we are looking for further
opportunities to map specific
locations to target the species
measures to make a significant
difference towards population
recovery.

 E.g. Barberry carpet moth

/ comments with the edit tool
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mhen we created the list, \

species were each allocated:

- a habitat assemblage

- a'potential measure' (an
action) that, if taken, could
help the species recoverin
Oxfordshire.

- And any locations that were
particularly important for
those species.

Some got better coverage than
others. If you can help with our

information, please let me

know today.

species who are missing

100% covered

* Amphibians 2/2

* Butterfly 21/21

* Millipede (1/1)

* Clubmoss (2/2)

e Conifer (1/1)

* Reptile (2/2)

* Horsetail (2/2)

* Hymenoptera (20/20)
* True Bug (1/1)

* Bony Fish (3/3)

* Mammals (25/25)
* Mayfly (2/2)

* Dragonfly (31/31)
* Crustacean (2/2)
* Stonewort (10/10)

Fewer than 10 missing
* Moss (8/10)

* Fern (1/4)

* Lichen (14/18)

* Mollusc (5/10)

e Spider (5/11)

Large numbers missing
* Moth (5/29)

Fungus (6/31)

True Fly (41/71)
Beetles (20/93)

Bird (28/103)

* Flowering plants
(230/378



All our documents and the map are drafts. They’re
nhot perfect and we’re asked to create this quickly.

* We’re now inviting local people and organisations with on-the-
ground knowledge to help us improve the LNRS biodiversity
priorities, species priorities, and map tool as we continue to
develop the strategy.

* For example, we know that we want to make wider benefits clearer
(e.g. where actions could particularly benefit people through
Improvements to air quality, water quality, access to green/blue
spaces).

* We will then be making changes to create a final version of the
LNRS in 2025.



If you would like to help further refine the species
priorities list

COUNTY COUNCIL

Home  You said, wedid  Oxfordshire county council website | Q search | e Chloe.Edwards

* You can talk to me today, view the -y Local Nature
print out, and leave information with 5§ l{gcovery Strategy
us.

e Meet with me on Teams. RS e b SR )

consultation - phase 3 Key Dates

£ Phase 3 survey opens
. A n d /O r C O m p le t e t h e C O n S u lt at I O n at :l’el:meu;n:e consultation page for the draft Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS). Earlier —
in February and March 2024 we asked people and organisations in Oxfordshire about their R b sy

priorities for nature's recovery (see phase 1). In May 2024 we also collected information about

M St specific locations where people and organisations are planning actions to recover blodiversity
a I I O e r I I I l e e O r e e ‘ e I I I e r In Oxfordshire (see phase 2). Now we have used this information to create draft versions of the
LNRS documents and a map which you can find within this consultation page.

01 December 2024

The drafted documents and draft map alm to Ise the top y priorities to
people and organisations in Oxfordshire. The draft map also aims to identify specific locations Documents
where some of these actions could be delivered to create 'areas that could become of particular
B B LNRS draft Statement of Bio
This page contains questions (see bottom of page) which invite you to tell the LNRS team about Priorities (809 KB) (pdf)
your thoughts on the priorities, actions, and locations which have been drafted so far. Hearing
o ° . yoor a0D, draft d and the draft map will help us to create a final Local
[ ) DAt Becovacy SO mtegy forOx A Bi LNRS draft Species Priorities List (1.95 M8)
—> {pdf)
Background

“Biodiversity” is a term that refers to the vaniety of all life, including plants, animals, fungi, and micro-

L]
L4 organisms. A stable and healthy variety of species provides us with everything necessary for survival, B M:' ‘Il"". Desgription of Stratagy Aves
° ° ° ° from fresh water, clean air, and climate regulation to food and medicines and much more, These 8 MB) (pdf)
L] -

benefits do not come from individual species but from a rich variety of species working together,

Authorities across England have been appointed by government to create these Local Nature Recovery

Bi LNRS Consultation Surv

L]
Strategies and government expect that these will create a set of strategies which, together vall help to L
- = join up national efforts to reverse the decline of bicdiversity. (Defra 2023) KB) (docx)
L]

Priorities, actions, and locations recommended within LNRSs are designed to achieve the top priorities
of local people and organisations by attracting funding, and playing a role in local planning. Some of
these actions (where they could significantly help biodiversity) have been mapped to specific locations
in the county, but many actions from the draft statement cf bicdiversity priorities should be taken
widely across the county and so not all are mapped out.

The LNRS documents and map aim to help people and organisations in Oxfordshire to decide how, Q Open.
and possibly where, to create, restore, or improve habitats that can particularly help biodiversity. The | This consultation is open for


https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lnrs-phase3-consultation
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lnrs-phase3-consultation
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