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Local nature recovery strategy statutory guidance (publishing.service.gov.uk)

For the first time, 48 Local Nature Recovery Strategy areas were appointed as ‘Responsible 
Authorities’ in July 2023, to publish in 2025.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6421a4bdfe97a8001379ecf1/Local_nature_recovery_strategy_statutory_guidance.pdf


As of yesterday, Oxfordshire can view the drafted LNRS which 
includes:

Draft Description of Strategy 
Area

Draft Statement of 
Biodiversity Priorities Draft Species Priorities List Draft Local Habitat Map

3 written documents A map tool



What do they documents do?
• Describe and set the priorities for Oxfordshire’s biodiversity
• The ‘priorities’ are the outcomes for biodiversity that are of greatest 

importance to achieve in the county.
• Next to each priority are ‘potential measures’ (actions) which would need to 

be delivered to achieve the priorities. Some actions focus on specific species 
through our Species Priorities List.

• We were then asked to map out locations which could be of greatest 
importance for delivering the mappable measures (actions).

• Some measures (actions) have not been mapped out, either if there isn’t 
enough data or if the measure is important to take across the entire county 
(e.g. nature-friendly farming across the county).

• It is expected that people can use the written information to inform bids for 
funding (e.g. to survey certain priority species, or to deliver particular habitat 
creation work).



In Feb/March 2024
We received nearly 
8,000 ideas of 
actions that could be 
taken to improve 
biodiversity in 
Oxfordshire. 

Many fell into the 
themes shown here 
which came from one 
of our workshops.

These responses 
continue to shape 
our priorities, 
species lists, and 
mapping. The map.





















1. Existing areas of importance 
to biodiversity - 17,032ha 
(6.5% county)

2. Areas that could become of 
particular importance to 
biodiversity - 74,460ha 
(28.6% county)

3. Both - 91,492ha (35.1% 
county)



The aim of the documents and of the map is to support decision makers  
to accelerate the planning and delivery of habitat improvement/creation 
work and/or build a case for funding that aligns with local priorities.

• Sites still need be assessed for environmental impacts, archaeology, suitability 
etc

• Landowners can choose one/more of the LNRS measures, or they can do 
something else (develop, farm, etc). They are not required to deliver LNRS 
actions.

• If landowners choose to deliver LNRS measures, then government expect that 
this should improve the chances of success and funding from both local and 
national bodies to deliver this work.

• The LNRS mapped areas are also expected to influence Biodiversity Net Gain, to 
incentivise the delivery of habitat actions in the LNRS mapped locations.

• Defra are currently agreeing exactly how the LNRS will impact planning and how 
LNRSs could link the Environmental Land Management payment scheme for 
farmers.

The map isn’t everything 



During the past 12 months, many of you supported 
us to create a Species Priorities List for Oxfordshire
 
• Thank you!
• Using shared information, we followed a Natural England’s process to 

agree which species could be priorities for the LNRS.
• We now have a draft of this ‘Species Priorities List’ which we intend to 

improve as we hear more during the consultation phase. 
• I have brought a printed copy today if you’d like to view this and leave 

comments for us.
• Of the 883 species on our longlist you helped us to categorise ~500 into 

A-G categories and from those 500 we looked for any which needed 
specific actions which were above and beyond the habitat actions 
already listed on our statement of biodiversity priorities.



We now have a list of 56 species-specific measures that 
could support 88 threatened/near threatened species.

Potential Measure

Further information and hyperlinks 
to guidebooks and information

Particularly important 
locations

Species who are 
expected to benefit 
from this measure

e.g.





We hope to be able 
to map more of 
these.

• So far we were able to map out 
specific locations to target 
measures to recover Juniper

• But we are looking for further 
opportunities to map specific 
locations to target the species 
measures to make a significant 
difference towards population 
recovery.

• E.g. Barberry carpet moth



100% covered
• Amphibians 2/2
• Butterfly 21/21
• Millipede (1/1)
• Clubmoss (2/2)
• Conifer (1/1)
• Reptile (2/2)
• Horsetail (2/2)
• Hymenoptera (20/20)
• True Bug (1/1)
• Bony Fish (3/3)
• Mammals (25/25)
• Mayfly (2/2)
• Dragonfly (31/31)
• Crustacean (2/2)
• Stonewort (10/10)

Fewer than 10 missing
• Moss (8/10)
• Fern (1/4)
• Lichen (14/18)
• Mollusc (5/10)
• Spider (5/11) 

Large numbers missing
• Moth (5/29)
• Fungus (6/31)
• True Fly (41/71)
• Beetles (20/93)
• Bird (28/103)
• Flowering plants 

(230/378)

When we created the list, 
species were each allocated:
- a habitat assemblage 
- a 'potential measure' (an 

action) that, if taken, could 
help the species recover in 
Oxfordshire. 

- And any locations that were 
particularly important for 
those species.

Some got better coverage than 
others. If you can help with our 
species who are missing 
information, please let me 
know today.



All our documents and the map are drafts. They’re 
not perfect and we’re asked to create this quickly.
• We’re now inviting local people and organisations with on-the-

ground knowledge to help us improve the LNRS biodiversity 
priorities, species priorities, and map tool as we continue to 
develop the strategy.

• For example, we know that we want to make wider benefits clearer 
(e.g. where actions could particularly benefit people through 
improvements to air quality, water quality, access to green/blue 
spaces).

• We will then be making changes to create a final version of the 
LNRS in 2025.



If you would like to help further refine the species 
priorities list

• You can talk to me today, view the 
print out, and leave information with 
us.

• Meet with me on Teams.
• And/or complete the consultation at 

another time before 1st December 
2024

• Google Oxfordshire LNRS or visit
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lnr
s-phase3-consultation 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lnrs-phase3-consultation
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lnrs-phase3-consultation


Thank you! 
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