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ÑĲƖůƚШċŰĬШ9ŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰƚ 

 

?ċƣċрƖĲũċƣĲĬШƣĲƖůƚа 
и While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the data, output may differ minimally 

from data published by responsible authorities due to the data cleaning process. TVERC 
bears no legal responsibility for the accuracy or comprehensiveness of the data provided 
and accepts no liability for indirect, consequential or incidental damages or losses arising 
from use of the data. 

и The absence of species or habitat information for any area or location does not necessarily 
imply such species or habitats are absent; they may simply be unrecorded. 

и The copyright of the report and the information provided is retained by TVERC. 

и The data should be considered valid for a maximum 12 months from the date on the cover 
of this report. If the data is to be used after that time an update should be requested. 

7ŔũũŔŰŊ 

For billing related terms please visit TVERC 

  

http://www.tverc.org/cms/content/data-search-terms-and-conditions
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fŰƣƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰ 

The Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) are a series of strategic networks across England which 
propose actions to benefit nature recovery and biodiversity, as well as providing wider environmental 
benefits across the network and in the broader landscape. 

Each LNRS is comprised of, at the very least, a list of priorities and potential measures that are 
recommended for delivery and a local habitat action showing three layers. The three layers are; 
ыΝьШƣőĲШĲǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШћ ƖĲċƚШŸŉШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖШfůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŉŸƖШ7ŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШы Âf7ьќЯШыΞьШƓŸƚƚŔĤũĲШћ ƖĲċƚШƣőċƣШĦŸƨũĬШ
ĤĲĦŸůĲШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШŉŸƖШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃќШы 97ьЯШыΟьШƣőĲШћÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШůĲċƚƨƖĲƚќШыÂ~ьШũċǃĲƖШƣőċƣШ
maps specific actions to support habitats and species to specific locations. 

ÑőĲШ Âf7ШћċƖĲċƚШŸŉШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŉŸƖШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃќШċƖĲШƣőĲШĲǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШċƖĲċƚШƣőċƣШċƖĲШċũƖĲċĬǃШ
known to be important including nationally and locally designated sites such as SSSI and LWS, as 
well as irreplaceable habitats such as ancient woodland. 

ÑőĲШ 97ШћċƖĲċƚШƣőċƣШĦŸƨũĬШĤĲĦŸůĲШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШŉŸƖШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃќШċƖĲШƣőĲШťĲǃШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШ
areas to target nature recovery actions in the county in order to create a resilient, joined up network 
for nature in the area. 

The PM potential measures layer maps out measures for habitat creation, enhancement, and 
restoration as well as specific actions to support species that are at risk in the county. These actions 
are mapped to locations where their delivery is expected to significantly contribute towards local 
and country-wide environmental goals. It is important to note that the LNRS is an evidence base or a 
tool to help guide decision-making. 

The main purpose of the LNRS map is to show which locations hold the greatest potential to benefit 
nature and the wider environment if habitats were created or enhanced in those places. However, 
this does not mean that landowners and managers would be required to implement any of these 
measures. Instead, the Government expects that mapped areas would attract and encourage more 
nature recovery investment and funding opportunities. The LNRS itself does not have powers to 
preclude or prevent development or any other type of land use. 

The map offers high-level recommendations based on a range of the best and latest data available 
including soil data. However, to ensure the right habitat is created in the right place, all locations still 
need to be sense-checked in-person, on the ground with the relevant professionals to ensure that 
your actions are suitable for the current conditions on the site i.e. soil tests, surveys of existing 
habitats or species, topography, hydrology, and any sites that have special designations or features 
that may require special consideration (e.g. heritage features). Land manager preference is also a 
factor, some sites may be more suited to one measure over another based on the current land-use 
or site assessments and some sites may be suitable for multiple, complementary measures that 
could be delivered within the same location. 

  



 
 

LNRS Report Prepared by TVERC |  2026-01-16 3 

xŸĦċũШ ċƣƨƖĲШÅĲĦŸƻĲƖǃШ ƖĲċƚШ 

 

Areas of particular importance for biodiversity - APIB 

The Areas of Particular Importance for Biodiversity (APIB) are the areas of known current importance 
including nationally and locally designated sites such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
and Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), as well as irreplaceable habitats such as ancient woodland. 

These are places that are already great for wildlife and are important to continue to protect. 

 

Areas that could become of particular importance - ACB 

The Areas that Could Become of particular importance (ACB) are the remaining areas of the Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy Network outside the areas covered by the APIB. 

These are areas identified as the best opportunities for nature recovery. 

 

Summary of Local Nature Recovery areas 

Biodiversity Areas  
Area (ha) in 
wider area 

(2km) 

% of area in 
wider area 

(2km) 

Area (ha) in 
site boundary  

% of area in 
site boundary  

Oxfordshire - Areas that 
could become of particular 
importance 

563.51 35.98 12.83 100 

Oxfordshire - Areas of 
particular importance for 
biodiversity 

128.20 8.19 0.00 0 
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Potential Measures - PM 

The Potential Measures areas are comprised of the mapped biodiversity priorities and measures for 
habitat creation, enhancement, and restoration which will help contribute towards local and county-
wide environmental goals. Projects could deliver some or all of the measures based on what is most 
suitable for the particular site and or any land use requirements of the site. The Potential Measures 
presented are opportunities for consideration but there is no requirement to make any changes 
under the LNRS strategy. 

The table below shows a summary of the Potential Measures that are found close to your area. The 
area given is the sum of the area of each Potential Measure. Please note that some Potential 
Measures are overlapping. 

By delivering any of the Potential Measures, you can be confident you are directly contributing to the 
delivery of a collaboratively created set of priorities for people and organisations in Oxfordshire. 

 

Summary of Potential Measures  

  
Number of 

Measures in 
2km 

Sum of Areas 
(ha) in 2km 

Number of 
Measures in site 

boundary  

Sum of Areas 
(ha) in site 
boundary  

Oxfordshire- Habitat 
Potential Measures 26 2,303.07 10 53.23 

Oxfordshire- Species 
Potential Measures 

10 695.76 2 3.34 

  



 
 

LNRS Report Prepared by TVERC |  2026-01-16 5 

Maps of Local Nature Recovery areas 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲ 

The Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy covers over 40% of the county, meaning that over a 
third of Oxfordshire is of current or potential importance to biodiversity. There are 37 mapped 
Potential Measures for habitats and 43 Potential Measures for species in the Oxfordshire LNRS. 
These are areas with opportunities for habitat enhancement, creation, and restoration across 
Oxfordshire. There are a further 48 habitat and 20 species broad-scale Potential Measures which are 
not mapped in the Oxfordshire LNRS but are suitable for consideration county-wide. 

The following Potential Measures are located within close proximity to your site and should be 
considered to benefit nature recovery and biodiversity. If there are any Potential Measures within 
your site boundary or 100m of your central point, these are shown in bold. 

ÅĲĦŸůůĲŰĬċƣŔŸŰƚШŉŸƖШxŸĦċũШ ċƣƨƖĲШÅĲĦŸƻĲƖǃШрШcċĤŔƣċƣШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲƚ 
Overview of Habitat Measures  

PM 
ID Measure Name Area (ha) in 

2km 
Area (ha) in site 

boundary  

58 Create Floodplain Grazing Marshes  233.65 12.83 

54 Create Wetland Habitat Matrices  369.25 12.83 

55 Create Ponds 513.13 12.78 

6 Create Neutral Grassland  92.94 7.46 

40 Create Wet Woodland  236.96 3.11 

42 Restore & Manage Rivers & Riparian Areas 247.65 2.63 

30 Create Grassland & Woodland Matrix 
Habitats  80.48 1.54 

46 Enhance Ponds 6.77 0.06 

33 Enhance Woodland 56.58 0.00 

17 Manage Scrub 8.88 0.00 

1 APIB 128.21 0.00 

9 Create Lowland Meadow 73.91 0.00 

11 Enhance Neutral Grassland 66.86 0.00 

5 Create Calcareous Grassland 57.73 0.00 

75 Restore Biodiversity Around Heritage Assets 39.87 0.00 

76 Create & Enhance Greenspace in Urban Areas 32.53 0.00 

26 Enhance Traditional Orchards 15.87 0.00 
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PM 
ID 

Measure Name Area (ha) in 
2km 

Area (ha) in site 
boundary  

29 Create Wood Pasture & Parkland 13.30 0.00 

38 Create Woodland 11.37 0.00 

14 Enhance Lowland Meadow 6.46 0.00 

35 Enhance Ancient Woodland 3.87 0.00 

23 Enhance Wood Pasture & Parkland 2.60 0.00 

10 Enhance Calcareous Grassland 2.19 0.00 

78 
Create & Enhance Habitats to Complement 
Community Use 1.69 0.00 

51 Manage Fen Buffer Areas 0.21 0.00 

50 Enhance Fens 0.12 0.00 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΡΥаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШ[ũŸŸĬƓũċŔŰШ]ƖċǍŔŰŊШ~ċƖƚőĲƚ 

Part of a series of rivers, streams, ponds, standing water, and wetland habitat measures. 

There is 12.83 ha of Potential Measure ID 58: Create Floodplain Grazing Marshes within your site 
boundary and 233.65 ha within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љ9ŸċƚƣċũШċŰĬШŉũŸŸĬƓũċŔŰШŊƖċǍŔŰŊШůċƖƚőШŔƚШŉŸƨŰĬШŸŰШũŸƽ-lying coasts and along slow-flowing rivers and 
estuaries. Some 500 plants have been recorded from the most diverse grazing marshes, but these 
comprise just 5% of grazing marshes - most have been agriculƣƨƖċũũǃШћŔůƓƖŸƻĲĬќШċŰĬШċƖĲШŸŉШũŔůŔƣĲĬШ
botanical interest. Perennial rye-grass, Yorkshire fog and rushes tend to dominate the sward, 
enlivened by damper patches of floating sweet-grass, creeping bent and silverweed. However, 
freshwater or brackish ditches (created for drainage purposes) and the remains of old creek systems 
where farmed land has been created on former saltmarsh can support interesting plants and good 
populations of invertebrates, including those such as dragonflies and damselflies that have both 
aquatic and terrestrial stages. Tussocky (areas where grass is longer and thicker) and damp swards 
provide good habitat for foraging and breeding waders, and shallow flooding creates ideal conditions 
for wildfowl during the winter. 

Floodplain grazing marsh is defined by proximity to water, topography and management rather than 
the underlying substrate or the vegetation. Floodplain grazing marsh has generally been embanked, 
drained and agriculturally improved, however, in some cases, grazing marshes were created on 
better drained floodplains through the use of sluices and ditches, plenty of grass and field 
ĤŸƨŰĬċƖŔĲƚШŉŸƖШŊƖċǍŔŰŊШũŔƻĲƚƣŸĦťЮњ 

from The Wildlife Trusts 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of areas of new good quality grazing marsh, 
and enhancement (or maintenance to achieve good long term condition) of existing floodplain 
grazing marsh. The aim of this measure is to create, enhance, and manage habitats within 
§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲќƚШŉũŸŸĬƓũċŔŰƚШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƽĲƣШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬƚШċŰĬШƽĲƣũċŰĬШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШƣŸШċĦőŔĲƻĲШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚĲШ
habitats that support a rich array of species; as well as to link and connect these habitats by creating 
and managing wildlife corridors along rivers and streams, providing natural flood management 
services and improved water quality. 

Action  

Floodplain grazing marsh benefits from management that allows it to be periodically covered by 
shallow standing water. These habitats can often be found within, around, or near to a mix of other 
wetland habitat types. Found close to water, floodplain grazing marsh habitats have ditches running 
through them which require sensitive, rotational management to support species. Within the 
management plan for grazing marsh, aim to achieve a varied vegetational structure with appropriate 
levels of rush cover to support breeding waders and a diversity of ground cover including patches of 
bare ground and pockets of scrub to provide a broad range of niches for invertebrates and other 
species. These sites require light grazing (not overgrazing) to maintain plant diversity and cattle are 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/habitats/grassland/coastal-and-floodplain-grazing-marsh
https://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/habitat/coastal-marshes
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/08/HM-Grazing-marsh-mosaic-proof-FINAL.pdf
https://www.buglife.org.uk/resources/habitat-management/coastal-and-floodplain-grazing-marsh/
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typically a particularly good option. Avoid draining these habitats and instead aim to maintain water 
levels so that they are close to the field level throughout the year with natural and steady variation 
above and below that level throughout the year. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking grazing marsh creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: food production, recreation and leisure, aesthetic value, 
interaction with nature, sense of place, flood protection, erosion protection, water quality 
regulation, carbon storage, and pollination. 
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Map 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΡΠаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШìĲƣũċŰĬШcċĤŔƣċƣШ~ċƣƖŔĦĲƚ 

Part of a series of rivers, streams, ponds, standing water, and wetland habitat measures. 

There is 12.83 ha of Potential Measure ID 54: Create Wetland Habitat Matrices within your site 
boundary and 369.25 ha within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љìĲƣũċŰĬШċƖĲШƓũċĦĲƚШƽőĲƖĲШƽċƣĲƖШċŰĬШĬƖǃШũċŰĬШůĲĲƣШ- home to a wide range of wildlife, from 
dragonflies and damselflies to wading curlew and snipe; from carnivorous plants to flitting 
butterflies. The rain-drenched lands of the UK offer perfect conditions for the formation of wetlands. 

The lives of animals, plants and people depend on wetlands being in a good condition. Healthy 
wetlands store carbon and slow the flow of water, cleaning it naturally and reducing flood risk 
downstream. They support an abundance of plant life, which in turn provide perfect shelter, 
nurseries and breeding grounds for wildlife. 

Many wetlands are dynamic and if left alone, over long time spans, would develop into a different 
wetland type, or into woodland. However, the traditional management of wetlands stopped this 
process, allowing species that live in these areas to flourish and thrive. This included harvesting 
ƚĲĬŊĲШċŰĬШƖĲĲĬШŉŸƖШƣőċƣĦőЯШċŰĬШĦƨƣƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШĬƖǃŔŰŊШƓĲċƣШŉŸƖШŉƨĲũЮњ 

from The Wildlife Trusts 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of wetland habitats that contain a matrix of 
various habitat types suitable for the site. The aim of this measure is to create more new or restored 
high quality freshwater habitats in Oxfordshire. 

Action  

Restore and enhance degraded or lost floodplain wetland habitats by restoring rivers to improve 
hydrological connectivity with floodplains, managing water levels where appropriate, and creating 
new habitats and features such as ponds, ditches, wet woodland, trees, hedges and more habitats 
suitable as part of a wetland matrix. Connect existing floodplain wetlands by the creation of new 
wetlands to act as stepping stones for wildlife and increase the overall habitat available for key 
wetland species. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking the creation of wetland habitat matrices in suitable locations can be beneficial for a 
variety of wider environmental benefits including: fish production, water supply, recreation and 
leisure, aesthetic value, interaction with nature, sense of place, flood protection, water quality 
regulation, carbon storage, cooling and shading, and pest control. 

  

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/habitats/wetlands
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Map 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΡΡаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШÂŸŰĬƚ 

Part of a series of rivers, streams, ponds, standing water, and wetland habitat measures. 

There is 12.78 ha of Potential Measure ID 55: Create Ponds within your site boundary and 513.13 ha 
within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љ ШŉċůŔũŔċƖШŉĲċƣƨƖĲШŸŉШůċŰǃШŉŔĲũĬШĦŸƖŰĲƖƚЯШƻŔũũċŊĲШŊƖĲĲŰƚШċŰĬШŊċƖĬĲŰƚЯШƓŸŰĬƚШċƖĲШŊĲŰĲƖċũũǃШƚůċũũШŔŰШ
size, ranging from one to twenty thousand square metres (or two hectares - about two thirds of the 
area of Buckingham Palace). Ponds are not connected to each other or to other water bodies т they 
are only fed by rainwater or groundwater. 

One of the best ways of bringing more wildlife into an area, ponds can be very diverse, supporting 
similar aquatic plants to lakes, and even more large invertebrates than rivers. The best ponds for 
wildlife have shallow margins with a fringe of vegetation and nearby plant cover for amphibians and 
insects with terrestrial life stages. 

Unmaintained, field ponds may only last around 100 years, as they gradually fill with silt - fine, sludgy 
mud that gets swept in by rain and settles at the bottom. Small ponds can be completely transformed 
ŔŰШƣőŔƚШƽċǃШĤǃШċШƚŔŰŊũĲШƚƓĲũũШŸŉШőĲċƻǃШƖċŔŰЮњ 

from The Wildlife Trusts 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of new, varied ponds in suitable locations 
across all habitat types to increase biodiversity and create more clean water habitats. The aim of this 
measure is to create more new or restored high quality freshwater habitats in Oxfordshire. 

Action  

Creating ponds in areas away from pollution offers one of the quickest ways to bring clean water 
back into the landscape (FHT). Create ponds that are varied in structure, sun exposure, locations, 
and shape. Within each pond, create a variety of depths and types of pond edges including a gradual, 
shallow bank to allow animals into and out of the pond. Allow plants to grow naturally at pond edges 
with piles of stone, deadwood, and/or areas of longer vegetation near to ponds. When creating 
multiple ponds, create them at different points in time so that landscapes have older ponds, younger 
ponds, and ponds that are allowed to dry/die out. Prevent ponds becoming overgrown by tall, 
dominant reeds and sedges. Maintain these ponds to allow a variety of sun exposure with areas of 
no shade (especially on the southern side of the pond) and include deadwood within ponds. See 
further guidance here. 

FHT ƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШΝΜШŰĲƽШћpriority pondsќШƓĲƖШĲƻĲƖǃШΝΜΜШőĲĦƣċƖĲƚШŸŉШőċĤŔƣċƣШĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰЮШ ĦƖŸƚƚШ
Oxfordshire, ponds offer great value to biodiversity including exemplar habitats at gravel pits sites 
and sites like Otmoor. Pond and wetland creation can also be designed to aid the management of 
water through the county offering wider benefits to people and farm businesses (preventing flooding 
and storing water). 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/habitats/freshwater/ponds
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/08/FHT-Small-Freshwaters-Guidance-for-LNRSs.pdf
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/pond-creation-hub/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/08/FHT-Small-Freshwaters-Guidance-for-LNRSs.pdf
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/waternet/priority-ponds/
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Wider Benefits  

Undertaking pond creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider environmental 
benefits including: fish production, water supply, recreation and leisure, aesthetic value, interaction 
with nature, sense of place, flood protection, water quality regulation, carbon storage, cooling and 
shading, and pest control. 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΣаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШ ĲƨƣƖċũШ]ƖċƚƚũċŰĬ  

 Part of a series of grassland and scrub habitat measures. 

There is 7.46 ha of Potential Measure ID 6: Create Neutral Grassland within your site boundary and 
92.94 ha within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љ ĲƨƣƖċũШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬШŔƚШċШƽŔĬĲƚƓƖĲċĬШċŰĬШƖĲũċƣŔƻĲũǃШĦŸůůŸŰШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬШƣǃƓĲШŉŸƨŰĬШċĦƖŸƚƚШůƨĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШ
UK, particularly in lowland areas. Typical locations include road verges, railway embankments, and 
unmanaged pastures. It encompasses a range of grassland communities, generally distinguished by 
their dominant grass species. These habitats are usually found on neutral soils, and are 
characterised by a moderate plant species diversity, typically ranging from 9 to 15 species per 
square metre. 

In terms of ecological value, neutral grassland sits midway between high-quality habitats - such as 
species-rich Lowland Meadows (a Priority Habitat) - and more species-poor habitats, like intensively 
managed amenity grassland or mown lawns. It supports a moderate range of invertebrates, 
including bees, moths, and butterflies, and provides foraging and nesting opportunities for a variety 
ŸŉШĤŔƖĬƚЯШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШőċĤŔƣċƣШŉŸƖШċůƓőŔĤŔċŰƚШċŰĬШƚůċũũШůċůůċũƚЮњ 

from Biodiversity Units 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of neutral grassland. The aim of this measure 
is to create new areas of species-rich grassland (including scrub and mosaic habitats) in Oxfordshire 
that are managed to support biodiversity and to achieve a good ecological condition. 

Action  

Existing semi-improved or modified grasslands can be diversified by over seeding following site 
preparation. Where appropriate, arable areas can also be reverted to wildflower grassland through 
seeding, following site preparation. Plants grown as plugs can be used for species that do not spread 
well as seed. Use seed or plug sources of local provenance and similar soil conditions. Green hay 
from similar wildflower meadows can be spread as an alternative to seed. See management 
guidance and handbooks for further details. Follow management guidance and handbooks to create 
new areas of neutral grassland habitat including ground preparation on suitable soils. Test soils to 
determine if conditions would be suitable for lowland meadow creation, otherwise aim for species-
rich neutral grasslands. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking neutral grassland creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: aesthetic value, erosion protection, water quality regulation, 
carbon storage, pollination, and pest control. 

  

https://biodiversity-units.uk/news-insights/habitat-spotlight-series-other-neutral-grassland-ong
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/create-and-restore-species-rich-grassland/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/species-rich-grasslands-guidance-leaflet
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΠΜаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШìĲƣШìŸŸĬũċŰĬ 

Part of a series of woodland measures.There is 3.11 ha of Potential Measure ID 40: Create Wet 
Woodland within your site boundary and 236.96 ha within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љìĲƣШƽŸŸĬƚШŸĦĦƨƖШŸŰШƚŸŔũƚШƣőċƣШċƖĲШŸŉƣĲŰШŸƖШƚĲċƚŸŰċũũǃШƽĲƣЯШĲŔƣőĲƖШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШŉũŸŸĬŔŰŊЯШŸƖШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШ
of the land form and soil type. Find them along streams and rivers; on floodplains and at the edges 
of lakes; in peaty hollows; and at the margins of fens, bogs and mires. These woodland types can 
occur as small pockets within larger, drier woodlands. 

Some wet woodlands can be ancient, while others can be more recent in origin. Both are often very 
valuable for wildlife. Ancient sites support species like remote sedge, opposite-leaved golden-
saxifrage, wood horsetail and yellow pimpernel. Wet woodlands include marsh marigold, 
meadowsweet, yellow flag, bittersweet nightshade, and wild redcurrant and blackcurrant bushes. 
cŔŊőШőƨůŔĬŔƣǃШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣƚШƣőĲШŊƖŸƽƣőШŸŉШůŸƚƚĲƚШċŰĬШŉĲƖŰƚЮњ 

from Woodland Trust 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of new areas of wet woodland along rivers, 
river corridors, and riparian land, where appropriate. The aim of this measure is to create new, 
diverse woodlands in Oxfordshire that mature into good ecological condition and are managed to 
support biodiversity. 

Action  

In suitable wet areas such as river corridors, spring lines, and riparian land, plant (or allow the growth 
of) a variety of wet woodland trees along river corridors or as areas of wet woodland. Plan to create 
and manage open areas within the woodland and consider planting willow and alder species. If water 
flows have previously been diverted away from the woodland, or if water levels were artificially 
lowered, seek advice about opportunities to restore water flows or groundwater levels to rewet 
suitable woodlands and/or allow wet woodland to develop. Wet woodland creation can offer 
ĤĲŰĲŉŔƣƚШƣŸШőĲũƓШћƚũŸƽШƣőĲШŉũŸƽќШŸŉШƽċƣĲƖШĬƨƖŔŰŊШőŔŊőШƖċŔŰŉċũũШŉũŸŸĬШĲƻĲŰƣƚШыőĲũƓŔŰŊШƣŸ mitigate flooding) 
and can regulate and improve water quality across the landscape. 

If the new woodland is isolated from other woodlands, consider introducing locally sourced field-
layer flora appropriate to the site conditions (this must be legally obtained and appropriate to the 
woodland). 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking wet woodland creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: food production (wild), wood production, recreation and leisure, 
aesthetic value, interaction with nature, sense of place, flood protection, erosion protection, water 
quality regulation, carbon storage, air quality regulation, cooling and shading, noise reduction, pest 
control, and pollination.  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/habitats/wet-woodland/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/1761/keeping-rivers-cool.pdf
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΠΞаШÅĲƚƣŸƖĲШѼШ~ċŰċŊĲШÅŔƻĲƖƚШѼШÅŔƓċƖŔċŰШ
ƖĲċƚ 

Part of a series of rivers, streams, ponds, standing water, and wetland habitat measures.There is 
2.63 ha of Potential Measure ID 42: Restore & Manage Rivers & Riparian Areas within your site 
boundary and 247.65 ha within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љ ШƖŔƻĲƖШŔƚШċШůŸƻŔŰŊШĤŸĬǃШŸŉШƽċƣĲƖШ- usually freshwater - that flows from its source on high ground, 
across land, and then into another body of water, which could be a lake, the sea, an ocean or even 
ċŰŸƣőĲƖШƖŔƻĲƖЮШÑőĲǃќƖĲШŸŉƣĲŰШƚƨƖƖŸƨŰĬĲĬШĤǃШŸƣőĲƖШћƖŔƻĲƖŔŰĲќШƽĲƣũċŰĬƚШũŔťĲШƖĲĲĬĤĲĬƚЯШĲƚƣƨċƖŔĲƚШċŰĬШ
freshwater marshes. A stream (also called a brook or a creek) is a natural flow of water that follows 
a more temporary path that is usually not in a valley. Water quality often determines which species 
will be supported in a particular river or stream. Temperature, velocity, oxygen content, mineral 
ĦŸŰƣĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШůƨĬĬŔŰĲƚƚШċƖĲШċũũШŉċĦƣŸƖƚЮњ 

from The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for restoring river diversity and managing rivers and their 
riparian (riverside) habitats to achieve good ecological condition that supports species. The aim of 
this measure is to enhance and manage existing freshwater habitats in Oxfordshire to achieve good 
ecological condition and support biodiversity through clean, healthy, and plentiful water. 

Action  

This refers to the restoration of river habitat diversity to support a wide range of species. Undertake 
restoration work to restore structurally diverse rivers and riverside habitats (including banks and 
marginal vegetation) which support a wide range of species. Techniques to enhance and restore river 
physical habitat condition and biodiversity will be site-specific and will depend on the degree of 
modification and the ecological context, as well as river typology. Expert advice should be sought 
(e.g. from the Environment Agency and local catchment partnerships), and appropriate permits 
obtained if required. 

Techniques to enhance river condition and biodiversity vary and will be site-specific. The techniques 
may include raising channel beds of rivers to reconnect with their floodplain and to form a habitat 
matrix of wetlands, riparian woodlands and wet meadow wildflower grasslands, all of which can 
buffer and reduce the impact of pollution into rivers. This may be achieved through a variety of 
interventions which could range in intensity from the use of machinery and import of gravels, through 
to establishing ecosystem engineer species, in this case beavers, which if re-established in the 
county have a unique ability to manipulate riparian habitats. Consider de-culverting, removing 
artificial banks, and techniques to naturalise modified watercourse channels. Within rivers, improve 
connectivity especially for fish, by the removal of barriers to fish passage (and thereby improving 
instream habitat), or where this is not possible provide fish bypass channels or other fish pass 
solutions to allow fish to migrate and utilise upstream habitats. Seek expert advice on the most 
appropriate fish passage solutions. 

https://www.wwt.org.uk/discover-wetlands/wetlands/rivers-and-streams
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Wider Benefits  

Undertaking river & riparian area restoration and management in suitable locations can be beneficial 
for a variety of wider environmental benefits including: fish production, water supply, recreation and 
leisure, aesthetic value, interaction with nature, sense of place, water quality regulation. 

  



 
 

LNRS Report Prepared by TVERC |  2026-01-16 28 

Map 

 



 
 

LNRS Report Prepared by TVERC |  2026-01-16 29 

 



 
 

LNRS Report Prepared by TVERC |  2026-01-16 30 

§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΟΜаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШ]ƖċƚƚũċŰĬШѼШìŸŸĬũċŰĬШ~ċƣƖŔǂШ
cċĤŔƣċƣƚ  

Part of a series of mixed habitat measures, including measures for wood pasture, parkland, 
orchards, and open mosaic habitats. 

 There is 1.54 ha of Potential Measure ID 30: Create Grassland & Woodland Matrix Habitats within 
your site boundary and 80.48 ha within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of new areas of habitat that contain a matrix 
of habitat types including small woodland patches, scattered trees, scrub, and grassland. The aim 
of this measure is to create more areas of mixed habitat in Oxfordshire to support biodiversity. 

Action  

Create new areas of habitat that include (but are not limited to) a mix of trees, scrub, and grassland. 
This could be achieved through tree planting, natural regeneration techniques, or other options that 
achieve the end result. This action is often suitable near woodland edges to create a transition 
habitat between woodland and grassland. Creating these areas can support both woodland and 
grassland species. New large areas of this kind of mosaic habitat can also be created by practicing 
light grazing across a large area and allowing natural processes to take place. The species richness 
of the grassland components can be increased using species-rich grassland creation techniques 
such as overseeding, spreading green hay, and/or plug planting. Create and manage scrub in a 
manner that complements the site and local species. Where appropriate, allow varied pockets of 
scrub to grow up at different points in time to create a variety of ages, retaining any older or old scrub 
which supports particular invertebrate communities. See this guide on scrub management. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking grassland and woodland matrix creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a 
variety of wider environmental benefits including: food production, wood production, recreation and 
leisure, aesthetic value, sense of place, carbon storage, air quality regulation, flood regulation, 
erosion regulation, water quality regulation, cooling and shading, pest control, and pollination. 

  

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6415972705501184
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/tree-planting-guidance
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/72031
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΠΣаШEŰőċŰĦĲШÂŸŰĬƚ 

Part of a series of rivers, streams, ponds, standing water, and wetland habitat measures. 

There is 0.06 ha of Potential Measure ID 46: Enhance Ponds within your site boundary and 6.77 ha 
within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љ ШŉċůŔũŔċƖШŉĲċƣƨƖĲШŸŉШůċŰǃШŉŔĲũĬШĦŸƖŰĲƖƚЯШƻŔũũċŊĲШŊƖĲĲŰƚШċŰĬШŊċƖĬĲŰƚЯШƓŸŰĬƚШċƖĲШŊĲŰĲƖċũũǃШƚůċũũШŔŰШ
size, ranging from one to twenty thousand square metres (or two hectares - about two thirds of the 
area of Buckingham Palace). Ponds are not connected to each other or to other water bodies т they 
are only fed by rainwater or groundwater. 

One of the best ways of bringing more wildlife into an area, ponds can be very diverse, supporting 
similar aquatic plants to lakes, and even more large invertebrates than rivers. The best ponds for 
wildlife have shallow margins with a fringe of vegetation and nearby plant cover for amphibians and 
insects with terrestrial life stages. 

Unmaintained, field ponds may only last around 100 years, as they gradually fill with silt - fine, sludgy 
mud that gets swept in by rain and settles at the bottom. Small ponds can be completely transformed 
ŔŰШƣőŔƚШƽċǃШĤǃШċШƚŔŰŊũĲШƚƓĲũũШŸŉШőĲċƻǃШƖċŔŰЮњ 

from The Wildlife Trusts 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the enhancement of existing ponds by undertaking 
sensitive management and restoration of ponds and pond complexes to improve biodiversity and 
water quality. The aim of this measure is to enhance and manage existing freshwater habitats in 
Oxfordshire to achieve good ecological condition and support biodiversity through clean, healthy, 
and plentiful water. 

Action  

Manage ponds through low intervention techniques that cause minimal damage to local species and 
where possible, incorporate grazing to manage vegetation. Pond management and pond restoration 
is very individual to the type, age, and structure of existing ponds. Through management, aim to 
retain and enhance existing positive features of the particular pond. Further management 
techniques should aim to create diversity in the pond structure, depths, edges, shape, vegetation 
growth, and areas of shade, often keeping the south side more open and sunny. Techniques also 
depend on any local species that rely on the pond. It is helpful to biodiversity to create habitat buffers 
around suitable existing ponds. The buffer areas can contain varied vegetation to offer cover for 
species. Additionally, consider incorporating deadwood into and around existing ponds to support 
biodiversity. Aim to maintain or create a buffer of low-intensity land use around the pond as large as 
possible/appropriate aiming to balance the buffer size with other land-ƨƚĲШŔŰШƣőĲШċƖĲċЮШ[ŸƖШћpriority 
pondsќЯШ[ƖĲƚőƽċƣĲƖШcċĤŔƣċƣƚШÑƖƨƚƣШadvise a buffer of 50 metres (or more) where possible. See 
guidance about how to manage existing ponds here. 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/habitats/freshwater/ponds
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/pond-management-hub/
https://freshwaterhabitats.b-cdn.net/app/uploads/2024/01/UCL_FHT_pond_conservation_guide.pdf
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/waternet/priority-ponds/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/waternet/priority-ponds/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/08/FHT-Small-Freshwaters-Guidance-for-LNRSs.pdf#:~:text=This%20document%20provides%20guidance%20on%20how%20to%20incorporate,data%20and%20knowledge%20gap%20around%20small%20freshwater%20habitats.
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/pond-management-hub/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/pond-management-hub/
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Wider Benefits  

Undertaking pond enhancement in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: fish production, water supply, recreation and leisure, aesthetic 
value, interaction with nature, sense of place, water quality regulation. 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΟΟаШEŰőċŰĦĲШìŸŸĬũċŰĬ  

Part of a series of woodland measures.There is 56.58 ha of Potential Measure ID 33: Enhance 
Woodland within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љÑőĲШƣĲƖůШƽŸŸĬũċŰĬШĲŰĦŸůƓċƚƚĲƚШċШĬŔƻĲƖƚĲШŊƖŸƨƓШŸŉШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШƣőċƣШĦċŰШĤĲШƖŔĦőШŔŰШƽŔũĬũŔŉĲЮШÑőĲǃШċƖĲШċШ
key habitat for many invertebrates, plants, birds, mammals and other species groups. Woodlands 
are also incredibly useful habitats, for instance by providing flood protection by holding back water 
in the soil, sequestering carbon dioxide and reducing local temperatures. They also help reduce soil 
erosion and regulate weather patterns, such as local rainfall and temperature. Woodland may also 
be beneficial to ŸƨƖШőĲċũƣőЯШċƚШŔƣќƚШƣőŸƨŊőƣШƣőċƣШƚƓĲŰĬŔŰŊШƣŔůĲШŔŰШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚШĬĲĦƖĲċƚĲƚШĤũŸŸĬШƓƖĲƚƚƨƖĲЯШ
reduces stress levels and boosts your immune system. However, studies are still ongoing into the 
validity of these effects. 

The types of woodland habitat include, but are not limited to, ancient, broadleaved, coniferous, 
mixed and wet woodland, as well as temperate rainforest, Caledonian forest, wood pastures and 
urban woodland. Each can have defining criteria such as plant types, soil moisture levels, humidity 
levels and age. There are also semi-natural and plantation woodlands, which are classified based 
on the percentage of planted trees. There are several indicator species used to determine the type 
of woodland habitats, such as the violet click beetle (Limoniscus violaceus), which rely exclusively 
ŸŰШċŰĦŔĲŰƣШĬĲĦċǃŔŰŊШĤĲĲĦőШċŰĬШċƚőШƣƖĲĲƚЮњ 

from NHBS 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the enhancement of existing woodlands to achieve a 
diverse structure and good ecological condition, suitable for the woodland type, age, and nearby 
species. The aim of this measure is to enhance and manage existing woodlands to achieve structural 
diversity and good ecological condition, enabling woodlands to act as a rich source of biodiversity 
for wildlife to disperse across the landscape. 

Action  

Create and implement a management plan for existing woodlands that include strategies to enhance 
biodiversity and ecological condition. Include plans for managing older trees, planning for 
succession by younger trees, enhancing genetic diversity within trees and shrubs to combat pests 
and disease, specific actions to support local wildlife, and actions to manage unsustainable 
populations of invasive species. 

Enhancement work should aim to achieve healthy woodlands that have a diversity of tree ages, 
woodland structure, woodland edges, rides, glades, and ground flora. Aim to have shrub and scrub 
species planted or growing around the edges of the woodland perimeter and in open areas within the 
ƽŸŸĬũċŰĬШыŔŉШċƓƓƖŸƓƖŔċƣĲШƣŸШƣőĲШƚŔƣĲќƚШŉũŸƖċШċŰĬШŉċƨŰċьЮ 

Create and manage rides and glades within woodlands to increase light penetration to the ground in 
suitable locations and achieve wide, open areas with zones that achieve a variety of shade and 

https://www.nhbs.com/blog/the-nhbs-introduction-to-habitats-woodland
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ground cover. Avoid overshading the ground flora and allow periodic disturbance along rides to 
support ground flora to set seeds (can be achieved through time-limited, controlled grazing by 
cattle/horses). Position rides and glades to encourage greater continuity and connectivity of 
grassland and grassland edge habitats. Avoid compacting or waterlogging the soil to retain important 
fungal networks. Along woodland edges, create buffer areas of grassland margins with scrub 
transition areas where suitable for the area. 

Consider using areas affected by significant diseases to create glades and open spaces within 
woodlands. Create, retain, and mange ponds and areas of water within woodlands aiming to achieve 
greater continuity and connectivity of water corridors across habitats. Consider rewetting 
woodlands, where appropriate by blocking drainage which can support invertebrate populations and 
provide more food for insectivorous birds. See woodland management toolkits , advice, and the UK 
Forestry Standard to better understand specific requirements that may apply to your woodland. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking woodland enhancement in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: food production (wild), wood production, recreation and leisure, 
aesthetic value, interaction with nature, sense of place, flood protection, erosion protection, water 
quality regulation, carbon storage, air quality regulation, cooling and shading, noise reduction, pest 
control, and pollination. 

  

https://woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk/%5Badvice%5D(https:/assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5afc3669ed915d0ddfb09724/ewgs-on011-ride-mangt.pdf)-management
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5afc3669ed915d0ddfb09724/ewgs-on011-ride-mangt.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΝΤаШ~ċŰċŊĲШÉĦƖƨĤ  

 Part of a series of grassland and scrub habitat measuresThere is 8.88 ha of Potential Measure ID 17: 
Manage Scrub within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

 љ ƖĲċƚШĬŸůŔŰċƣĲĬШĤǃШƚőƖƨĤĤĲƖǃШċŰĬШŊƖċƚƚĲƚЯШƚĦƖƨĤũċŰĬШыŸƖШƚĦƖƨĤьШŔƚШŸŉƣĲŰШƖŔĦőШŔŰШŉũŸƽĲƖŔŰŊШƓũċŰƣƚШ
and covered with low trees and bushes. Brambles are a common sight; with over 100 species in the 
UK, these plants provide dense shelter and berries for food. òŸƨќƖĲШċũƚŸШũŔťĲũǃШƣŸШƚĲĲШŔƻǃЯШƽőŔĦőШŔƚШŸŰĲШ
of the first sources of pollen and nectar in spring. 

Fallen branches caused by storms can sometimes be left in scrubland to encourage wood decay 
beetles to forage and feed on their decaying mass, which in turn is absorbed and broken down by 
ŉƨŰŊŔЮњ 

from Canal & River Trust 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for managing existing areas of scrub to create a varied age 
and physical structure, including glades and scalloped edges. The aim of this measure is to create 
ċŰĬШƖĲƣċŔŰШůŸƖĲШċƖĲċШŸŉШƚĦƖƨĤШċŰĬШƓŸĦťĲƣƚШŸŉШћůĲƚƚŔĲƖЯШũĲƚƚШƣŔĬǃќШőċĤŔƣċƣШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШƣŸШ
biodiversity. 

Action  

Unless the scrub has encroached excessively, avoid damaging or removing existing scrub habitat for 
fear of untidiness. Scrub habitat is dynamic (changes quickly) and is a complex mix of grassland and 
woody habitats that offer great value to biodiversity. Manage the area to allow different pockets of 
scrub to grow up at different points in time to create a variety of ages and encourage and aim to keep 
any older or old scrub which supports particular invertebrate communities. See this Natural England 
guide on scrub management. or see here for some examples of managing scrub on chalk grassland. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking scrub management in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: interaction with nature, carbon storage, flood protection, erosion 
protection, air quality regulation, cooling and shading, pest control, and pollination. 

  

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/things-to-do/canal-and-river-wildlife/canal-habitats-for-nature/scrubland
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/72031
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/72031
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/08/HM-Chalk-downland-mosaic-proof-FINAL.pdf
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΝаШEŰőċŰĦĲШѼШ~ċŔŰƣċŔŰШ ƖĲċƚШŸŉШÂċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖШ
fůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŉŸƖШ7ŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШы Âf7ь 

There is 128.21 ha of Potential Measure ID 1: APIB within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for enhancing and maintaining existing areas that are 
particularly important for biodiversity in Oxfordshire. The aim of this measure is to enhance the 
ĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũШĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲќƚШĲǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШĬĲƚŔŊŰċƣĲĬШƚŔƣĲƚШċŰĬШirreplaceable habitats, whilst 
aiming to achieve good ecological condition. 

Action  

Enhance (and maintain in good condition) the sites in Oxfordshire that are designated for biodiversity 
or considered to be irreplaceable. Also look for ways to enhance/maintain the land that buffers these 
sites. For Oxfordshire, this includes designated sites such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), National Nature Reserves 
ы  ÅьЯШxŸĦċũШ ċƣƨƖĲШÅĲƚĲƖƻĲƚШыx ÅьЯШċŰĬШ§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲќƚШŔƖƖĲƓũċĦĲċĤũĲШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШċŰĦŔĲŰƣШċŰĬШ
veteran trĲĲƚЯШċŰĦŔĲŰƣШƽŸŸĬũċŰĬЯШċŰĬШũŸƽũċŰĬШŉĲŰƚЮШÑőĲШћƚŔƣĲƚќШċƖĲШůċƓƓĲĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШƣŸШ
biodiversity either as designated, locally important, or irreplaceable habitats. 

Within the sites themselves, aim to enhance the area to either achieve, or maintain a good ecological 
condition and benefit local species. It is important for SACs and SSSIs that advice is sought from 
Natural England regarding appropriate management. For Local Wildlife Sites, advice may be 
available from the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust. Contact TVERC for more detail about the 
importance of a particular site within the APIBs, including citations for designated sites which 
identify the habitats and species for which the site is important. 

On the land around/adjacent to the existing sites, it would be important and beneficial to provide a 
suitable buffer area of appropriate, complementary habitat to benefit the site and the wildlife around 
it. Actions in the buffer area could aim to enhance any existing habitats, create new complementary 
habitat areas, or reduce disturbance or pollution in that area including reduced run off or chemical 
inputs. Ultimately, these actions should aim to benefit the ecological health of the neighbouring 
irreplaceable or designated site. 

Different sites will need different types/sizes of buffer habitat to offer the greatest benefits to wildlife 
in the area. Typically, it will be of benefit to create areas of low intervention land use in the land that 
buffers existing areas of importance for biodiversity, or to create mosaic habitat areas at these buffer 
edges that complement the adjacent site. 

Wider benefits  

Undertaking enhancement of designated sites and irreplaceable habitats in suitable locations can 
be beneficial for a variety of wider environmental benefits including: recreation and leisure, aesthetic 
value, interaction with nature, sense of place, water supply, flood protection, erosion protection, 
water quality regulation, carbon storage, air quality regulation, cooling and shading, noise reduction, 
pest control, and pollination.  

https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/5f7055e6e7e74aa1ad6caf6a1f57322d
https://www.tverc.org/services/data-searches
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΦаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШxŸƽũċŰĬШ~ĲċĬŸƽ  

 Part of a series of grassland and scrub habitat measures.There is 73.91 ha of Potential Measure ID 
9: Create Lowland Meadow within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

 љ~ŸŔƚƣЯШĬĲĲƓШƚŸŔũƚШƣőċƣШċƖĲШŰĲŔƣőĲƖШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШċĦŔĬШŰŸƖШũŔůĲ-rich support flower-rich swards with 
cuckoo flower, meadow buttercup, common sorrel, meadow vetchling and oxeye daisy, followed 
later in the summer by taller species such as meadowsweet and great burnet. Wetter, less fertile 
sites support marsh marigold and more sedges. 

Drier meadows and pastures are not quite so scarce and can still be found in corners of farms that 
őċƻĲШĲƚĦċƓĲĬШ ћŔůƓƖŸƻĲůĲŰƣќЯШ ċŰĬШŔŰШŰċƣƨƖĲШ ƖĲƚĲƖƻĲƚЯШ ĦőƨƖĦőǃċƖĬƚШ ċŰĬШ ŸŰШƖŸċĬШċŰĬШ ƖċŔũƽċǃШ
embankments. Sweet vernal-grass (which gives hay much of its characteristic scent) and crested 
ĬŸŊќƚ-tail are typical grasses, but it is the herbs, including species such as cowslip, red clover, 
ťŰċƓƽĲĲĬЯШŸǂĲǃĲШĬċŔƚǃШċŰĬШũċĬǃќƚШĤĲĬƚƣƖċƽШƣőċƣШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШůċťĲШƨƓШƣőĲШĤƨũťШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƽċƖĬЮ 

Flower-rich meadows and pastures owe their wealth of species to traditional systems of hay-cutting 
and grazing that have persisted for centuries. Pastures are generally grazed throughout the summer; 
meadows are shut up in the spring to allow the sward to grow up, so a hay cut can be taken, and then 
the livestock are brought back to graze the re-growth in late summer. In meadows, the annual 
removal of vegetation keeps bulky species in check and allows more delicate species to flourish. In 
pastures, grazing can play a similar role to cutting, but flowering heads are fewer as many are grazed 
off. Fertile river silt left by floods gently fertilises the sward of floodplain meadows, while on drier 
sites farmyard manure may be used. Both sources of nutrients help balance the nutrients removed 
ĤǃШőċǃШċŰĬШŊƖŸƽŔŰŊШũŔƻĲƚƣŸĦťЯШĲŰƚƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨŔƣǃШŸŉШċШĬŔƻĲƖƚĲШƚƽċƖĬЮњ 

from The Wildlife Trusts 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of new areas of lowland meadow through 
creating and restoring meadows in suitable locations, particularly on floodplains. The aim of this 
measure is to create new areas of species-rich grassland (including scrub and mosaic habitats) in 
Oxfordshire that are managed to support biodiversity and to achieve a good ecological condition. 

Action  

This action is suitable for both floodplain areas and areas of lowland meadow on drier soils. Within 
floodplains, appropriate actions should be taken to allow water to easily come both onto, and off 
lowland meadow to help reconnect floodplain meadows with rivers. This can include embanking or 
deepening of the watercourse to ensure adequate discharge of water after flood events. In suitable 
locations, meadows could be restored through a range of techniques including by spreading green 
or dry hay, or brush harvested seed, into the floodplain soils. This can be done by sourcing hay or 
ƚĲĲĬШŉƖŸůШĲǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШŉũŸŸĬƓũċŔŰШůĲċĬŸƽƚШыċƚШũŸŰŊШċƚШƣőŔƚШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШĦŸůƓƖŸůŔƚĲШƣőĲШĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőŸƚĲШ
meadows). See the Floodplain Meadows Partnership for advice on meadow creation and funding for 
farmers. This is a particularly important action for suitable arable fields in other locations where 
existing hydrological conditions are appropriate. 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/habitats/grassland/lowland-meadow-and-pasture
https://floodplainmeadows.org.uk/advice
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[ũŸŸĬƓũċŔŰШůĲċĬŸƽƚШċƖĲШ ċůŸŰŊƚƣШ ƣőĲШ ÖuќƚШ ƖċƖĲƚƣШ ċŰĬШůŸƚƣШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚĲШ őċĤŔƣċƣƚШ ƽőŔũƚƣШĬƖŔĲƖШ
meadows are less rare. In the UK, only 1,200 hectares of MG4 floodplain meadow remains. More 
than 25% of this area is within Oxfordshire meaning that Oxfordshire has a strategically important 
role in supporting the recovery and expansion of MG4 floodplain lowland hay meadows. In addition, 
ƣőĲƚĲШŉũŸŸĬƓũċŔŰШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШőċƻĲШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШŊŸŸĬШĦċƓċĦŔƣǃШƣŸШƚƣŸƖĲШĦċƖĤŸŰШċŰĬШĦċŰШŔůƓƖŸƻĲШƣőĲШƚŸŔũќƚШ
ability to hold and capture water to help manage the flow of water and improve water quality. 

A technical handbook on floodplain meadows can be found here. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking lowland meadow creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: aesthetic value, erosion protection, water quality regulation, 
carbon storage, pollination, and pest control. 

  

https://floodplainmeadows.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Floodplain%20Meadows%20-%20Beauty%20and%20Utility%20A%20Technical%20Handbook.pdf
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΝΝаШEŰőċŰĦĲШ ĲƨƣƖċũШ]ƖċƚƚũċŰĬ  

Part of a series of grassland and scrub habitat measures.There is 66.86 ha of Potential Measure ID 
11: Enhance Neutral Grassland within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

 љ ĲƨƣƖċũШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬШŔƚШċШƽŔĬĲƚƓƖĲċĬШċŰĬШƖĲũċƣŔƻĲũǃШĦŸůůŸŰШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬШƣǃƓĲШŉŸƨŰĬШċĦƖŸƚƚШůƨĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШ
UK, particularly in lowland areas. Typical locations include road verges, railway embankments, and 
unmanaged pastures. It encompasses a range of grassland communities, generally distinguished by 
their dominant grass species. These habitats are usually found on neutral soils, and are 
characterised by a moderate plant species diversity, typically ranging from 9 to 15 species per 
square metre. 

In terms of ecological value, neutral grassland sits midway between high-quality habitats - such as 
species-rich Lowland Meadows (a Priority Habitat) - and more species-poor habitats, like intensively 
managed amenity grassland or mown lawns. It supports a moderate range of invertebrates, 
including bees, moths, and butterflies, and provides foraging and nesting opportunities for a variety 
ŸŉШĤŔƖĬƚЯШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШőċĤŔƣċƣШŉŸƖШċůƓőŔĤŔċŰƚШċŰĬШƚůċũũШůċůůċũƚЮњ 

from Biodiversity Units 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas to enhance or maintain a good condition of existing neutral 
species-rich grassland. The aim of this measure is to enhance and manage existing grasslands to 
achieve and maintain species-rich grasslands that are in long-term good ecological condition. 

Action  

Use land management techniques to improve or support grassland biodiversity, especially in ancient 
and unimproved grasslands. Plan to maintain low nutrient levels by undertaking cutting, collecting, 
and/or grazing of vegetation according to the broad habitat requirements whilst working to meet the 
specialist needs of species in the area. Ensure that grazing or cutting includes the removal of the 
cuttings (arisings). Where appropriate, continue hay-making practices and manage the grazing of 
sites flexibly in response to seasonal variations in vegetation growth. Ensure that a thick thatch of 
ŊƖċƚƚǃШůċƣƣĲƖШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШĬĲƻĲũŸƓШƣŸШŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲШŰƨƣƖŔĲŰƣƚЯШƚƨƓƓƖĲƚƚШƽŔũĬŉũŸƽĲƖƚЯШŸƖШĦƖĲċƣĲШċШŉŔƖĲШƖŔƚťЮШ
Further information about meadows can be found from Plantlife. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking neutral grassland enhancement in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of 
wider environmental benefits including: food production, recreation and leisure, aesthetic value, 
interaction with nature, sense of place, erosion protection, water quality regulation, carbon storage, 
pest control, and pollination. 

  

https://biodiversity-units.uk/news-insights/habitat-spotlight-series-other-neutral-grassland-ong
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/2018-06/KWT%20Land%20Mgt%20Advice_Sheet%202%20-%20Mgt%20of%20neutral%20grassland.pdf
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/learning-resource/managing-meadows/
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΡаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШ9ċũĦċƖĲŸƨƚШ]ƖċƚƚũċŰĬ  

Part of a series of grassland and scrub habitat measures.There is 57.73 ha of Potential Measure ID 
5: Create Calcareous Grassland within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

 љ[ċůŸƨƚШŉŸƖШŔƣƚШŉũŸƖŔƚƣŔĦШƖŔĦőŰĲƚƚШыƣőĲƖĲШĦċŰШĤĲШŸƻĲƖШΠΜШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƓĲƖШƚƕƨċƖĲШůĲƣƖĲШŸŉШƣƨƖŉьШċŰĬШŔƣƚШƖċƖĲШ
and beautiful butterflies, this habitat is mostly found on the low chalk or hard limestone hills of 
southern England and along the wilder coastal cliffs and headlands of limestone country in the west 
of England and in Wales. Traditionally sheep grazed, the typically short and open turf, well-drained 
conditions and sunny climate also make it suitable for invertebrates, and there are hundreds of rare 
species associated with the habitat. Scrub is typically present and includes lime-loving species such 
as guelder rose, dogwood and burnet rose, in addition to hawthorn and blackthorn, and occasionally 
juniper. The scrubby grassland margin tends to be less well-grazed, and supports species not found 
out on the open grassland, such as common calamint and the great green bush-ĦƖŔĦťĲƣЮњ 

from The Wildlife Trusts 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of calcareous species rich grasslands in 
suitable locations, particularly slopes. The aim of this measure is to create new areas of species-
rich grassland (including scrub and mosaic habitats) in Oxfordshire that are managed to support 
biodiversity and to achieve a good ecological condition. 

Action  

Semi-improved or modified grasslands can be diversified by preparing low nutrient ground and over 
seeding. Where appropriate, arable areas can be reverted to wildflower grassland through seeding, 
following site preparation. Plants grown as plugs can be used for species that do not spread well as 
seed. Use seed or plug sources of local provenance and similar soil conditions as far as possible. 
Green hay from similar wildflower grasslands can be spread as an alternative to seed. See creation 
and management guidance to create new areas of calcareous grassland. They include further details 
about ground preparation and suitable soils. 

Some hotspot locations include White Horse Hill, Hackpen Hill, the Berkshire Downs border, and 
steep calcareous banks and slopes. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking calcareous grassland creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of 
wider ecosystem services including: aesthetic value, erosion protection, water quality regulation, 
carbon storage, pollination, and pest control. 

  

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/habitats/grassland/lowland-calcareous-grassland
https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2022/02/bpg_18.pdf
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/create-and-restore-species-rich-grassland/
https://farmwildlife.info/2020/08/08/case-study-reversion-of-arable-land-to-lowland-chalk-grassland/
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΤΡаШÅĲƚƣŸƖĲШ7ŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШ ƖŸƨŰĬШcĲƖŔƣċŊĲШ
ƚƚĲƣƚ 

A wider environment measure concerning archaeological and heritage assets. 

There is 39.87 ha of Potential Measure ID 75: Restore Biodiversity Around Heritage Assets within the 
2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љcŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШEŰŊũċŰĬШċŰĬШxŸĦċũШċƨƣőŸƖŔƣŔĲƚШĬĲƚŔŊŰċƣĲШĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰƣШƣǃƓĲƚШŸŉШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲШċƚƚĲƣƚШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШ
buildings, designed landscapes, conservation areas, and archaeological sites. 

from SPAB and Historic England 

и ћÉĦőĲĬƨũŔŰŊќШŔƚШƣőĲШƚĲũĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŰċƣŔŸŰċũũǃШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШċƖĦőċĲŸũŸŊŔĦċũШƚŔƣĲƚЮШÑőĲƚĲШƚŔƣĲƚШĦċŰШ
include standing stones, burial mounds, the remains of monastic buildings and more. They 
can be above or below ground and can consist of remains as well as structures that are still 
in use. The Schedule of Monuments has nearly 20,000 entries and includes sites such as 
Roman remains, burial mounds, castles, bridges, earthworks, the remains of deserted 
villages and industrial sites. 

и A Conservation Area is an area of the urban or rural built landscape set out, defined and 
designated by the Local Authority as an area of special architectural or historic interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. Conservation 
Areas have been being designated since 1967 and there are now approximately 7,000 
conservation areas in England. Conservation areas vary greatly in their nature and 
character. They range from the centres of historic towns and cities, fishing and mining 
villages, historic suburbs, model housing estates, country houses set in historic parks, 
ƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣŸШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШƣƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣШũŔŰťƚШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰƚЮњ 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the restoration of biodiversity around heritage assets and 
scheduled monuments in a complementary manner. The aim of this measure is to restore and 
enhance biodiversity across the landscape in a manner that complements the landscape and 
historical and cultural features. 

Action  

If appropriate and suitable, take action to create, enhance, or maintain habitats around heritage 
assets and scheduled monuments. Actions should aim to achieve a good ecological condition to 
benefit biodiversity and should be undertaken in a manner that is complementary to the heritage 
feature(s), and not in a way that would cause them damage. 

Often, but not always, grassland actions are likely to be possible, sometimes other actions may be 
suitable too. However, this must be checked before plans can be agreed or formalised. Before 
planning habitat actions on sites with heritage assets, consult with the relevant authorities like the 
County Council Archaeology team (archaeologydc@oxfordshire.gov.uk) and with Historic England. 

https://www.spab.org.uk/advice/different-types-heritage-assets
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/scheduled-monuments/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/archaeology
mailto:archaeologydc@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://historicengland.org.uk/
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Wider Benefits  

Undertaking biodiversity restoration in suitable locations around heritage assets can be beneficial 
for a variety of wider environmental benefits including: flood protection, erosion protection, water 
quality regulation, carbon storage, pollination, recreation and leisure, aesthetic value, education 
and knowledge, interaction with nature, and sense of place. 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΤΣаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШѼШEŰőċŰĦĲШ]ƖĲĲŰƚƓċĦĲШŔŰШÖƖĤċŰШ
ƖĲċƚ 

Part of a series of wider environment measures, especially concerning villages, towns, cities, and 
green spaces.There is 32.53 ha of Potential Measure ID 76: Create & Enhance Greenspace in Urban 
Areas within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љ]ƖĲĲŰƚƓċĦĲШт also referred to as green infrastructure or green systems т encompasses all types of 
urban greenspace, ranging from public and private spaces such as domestic gardens, to the open 
spaces alongside roads and railway lines. The promotion of green infrastructure, or urban greening, 
has received considerable attention as a means of attracting people into their local natural 
environment by improving community access, recreation opportunities, and environmental and 
ecological quality close to and within communities. 

Green networks, corridors and linkages are widely seen as a key mechanism for reversing the effects 
of fragmentation on biodiversity. They also deliver a range of other social and environmental 
benefits, including enhancement of local landscape character, and greater opportunities for public 
ċĦĦĲƚƚШċŰĬШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũШƨƚĲЮњ 

from Forest Research 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation and/or management of greenspaces and 
habitats in urban areas to enhance their condition to benefit wildlife, improve connectivity, and 
provide wider benefits. The aim of this measure is to enhance and create more, connected habitats 
ċŰĬШƚƓċĦĲƚШŉŸƖШŰċƣƨƖĲШŔŰШ§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲќƚШƻŔũũċŊĲƚЯШƣŸƽŰƚЯШċŰĬШĦŔƣŔĲƚШƣŸШůċťĲШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШċŰĬШċШ
connection with nature part of daily life and to realise the wider benefits of nature in urban areas 
such as urban cooling, reduction of surface water run-off, and cleaner air. 

Action  

Consider opportunities to create, enhance, or manage habitats and wildlife-friendly features. In and 
around settlements, various actions can be taken to create and/or enhance greenspaces, and 
habitats like those listed within this document (above), including but not limited to; grasslands, 
scrub, road verge nature reserves, orchards, parkland, woodland, mosaic habitats, wetlands, 
freshwater habitats, and rivers. Many of the sections above have further advice and guidance to help 
with these actions. Vary the action to be suitable to the scale, size, and type of habitat or greenspace 
in question as well as any species present or nearby. Any actions taken should also be compatible 
with the current land-use and should respect community preferences. See Wild Oxfordshire 
guidance for supporting nature on your local patch. 

In urban environments, prioritise connectivity so that wildlife can more easily move between 
neighbouring land, and aim to establish a robust ecological network that supports wildlife movement 
through urban areas, making nature a part of daily life. 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/urban-regeneration-and-greenspace-partnership/planning-integrated-landscapes/urban-green-networks-corridors-and-linkages/
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/helping-nature-on-your-patch
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/helping-nature-on-your-patch
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Actions to benefit biodiversity can also be tailored to deliver important benefits for local 
communities, including addressing inequitable distribution of environmental determinants of health 
ċŰĬШƽĲũũĤĲŔŰŊќЯШċŰĬШŔůƓƖŸƻŔŰŊШĦũŔůċƣĲШƖĲƚŔũŔĲŰĦĲЮШÉƨĦőШċĦƣŔŸŰƚШĦould include innovative solutions 
like green (or brown) roofs, biodiverse swales, or rainwater gardens to mitigate the impacts of 
flooding. Other actions could include the use of vegetation cover to provide shade to mitigate excess 
heat and to filter particulate air pollution. 

The advice sheet offers guidance on managing parks and green spaces for pollinators but you can 
refer up to other sections in this list for guidance about e.g. creating orchards, enhancing 
woodlands, creating ponds, and more. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking the creation and enhancement of greenspace in urban areas in suitable locations can 
be beneficial for a variety of wider environmental benefits including: aesthetic value, interaction with 
nature, sense of place, flood regulation, air quality regulation, carbon storage, cooling and shading, 
noise reduction, pest control, and pollination. 

  

https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2023/12/Managing-Parks-and-Green-Spaces-for-Pollinators-08.pdf
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΞΣаШEŰőċŰĦĲШÑƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШ§ƖĦőċƖĬƚ  

Part of a series of mixed habitat measures, including measures for wood pasture, parkland, 
orchards, and open mosaic habitats.There is 15.87 ha of Potential Measure ID 26: Enhance 
Traditional Orchards within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љ§ƖĦőċƖĬƚШċƖĲШċƖĲċƚШŸŉШƣƖĲĲƚШċŰĬШƚőƖƨĤƚШƓũċŰƣĲĬШŉŸƖШŉŸŸĬЯШƨƚƨċũũǃШŉƖƨŔƣЮШÑőĲǃШċƖĲШċŰШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШőċĤŔƣċƣбШ
many species of fruit tree were brought over by the Romans and cultivating fruit trees might date 
back to the Neolithic period. Not only are orchards useful and beautiful, they can also be important 
for wildlife. They are perfect for pollinators, and fruit trees age quickly which creates 
essential deadwood habitats. 

Because orchards are mosaics of trees, grasses, shrubs and wild flowers, they support a wide range 
of wildlife. As fruit trees age quickly, they create the perfect habitats for invertebrates and birds, such 
as the lesser spotted woodpecker and the rare noble chafer beetle. Orchards also lend themselves 
ƣŸШĦĲƖƣċŔŰШůŸƚƚĲƚЯШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШƓũċŰƣƚШũŔťĲШůŔƚƣũĲƣŸĲЮњ 

from Woodland Trust 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas to improve or maintain a good condition of existing orchards 
for biodiversity. The aim of this measure is to enhance and manage existing habitats to support 
biodiversity and to enhance their ecological condition. 

Action  

Manage orchard trees to maintain health and longevity of the trees. Allow dead, decaying, dying 
ƽŸŸĬЯШċŰĬШŉƨŰŊŔШƣŸШĤĲШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШŔŰШƣőĲШŸƖĦőċƖĬШŔŰШċШůċŰŰĲƖШƣőċƣШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣũǃШĦŸůƓƖŸůŔƚĲШƣőĲШ
health of the trees. For example, retain cushion bracket fungus on Prunus fruit trees and try to avoid 
removing or burning deadwood unless necessary (e.g. taking into account public safety if the site is 
open access). Retain and encourage mature and over-mature standing trees, and keep some 
standing deadwood and deadwood on living orchard trees. Plant successionally to maintain a strong 
overlap of younger, mature, and veteran fruit trees, and gap up where trees have died. Ideally, the 
age structure should allow for an overlap of 50 years which is how long it takes for a fruit tree to 
develop veteran features. When restocking existing orchards, consider including rootstocks, 
varieties, or species of tree with a view to future-proofing the orchards from changing weather 
patterns. Control scrub within orchards (allowing for small pockets to develop or remain where 
possible) and manage invasive species which cause significant damage to orchards.  

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking traditional orchard enhancement in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of 
wider environmental benefits including: food production, wood production, recreation and leisure, 
aesthetic value, interaction with nature, sense of place, carbon storage, air quality regulation, 
cooling and shading, pest control, and pollination.  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/habitats/orchards/
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΞΦаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШìŸŸĬШÂċƚƣƨƖĲШѼШÂċƖťũċŰĬ  

Part of a series of mixed habitat measures, including measures for wood pasture, parkland, 
orchards, and open mosaic habitats.There is 13.3 ha of Potential Measure ID 29: Create Wood 
Pasture & Parkland within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љìŸŸĬШƓċƚƣƨƖĲШċŰĬШƓċƖťũċŰĬШŔƚШũċŰĬШƣőċƣШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШůċŰċŊĲĬШƣőƖŸƨŊőШŊƖċǍŔŰŊЮШÑőĲǃШĦċŰШĤĲШċŰĦŔĲŰƣЯШ
or of more recent origin, and occur in regions with distinct woodland types, such as Caledonian 
forest. Some started as medieval hunting forests or wooded commons, and others are the designed 
landscapes from large estates. They are often perfect for spotting ancient and veteran trees. 

Trees in wood pasture and parkland are often pollarded. This is an ancient form of management 
where trees are grown within grazed pastures. The crown was regularly cut at around eight feet high, 
above the browsing height of the stock below. This allowed the land to be used for both grazing and 
to provide useful material from the trees. 

Wood pasture and parkland sites are often made up of a mixture of habitats, from denser wooded 
ŊƖŸƻĲƚШƣŸШůŸƖĲШŸƓĲŰШċƖĲċƚЮШ ŰĦŔĲŰƣШƽŸŸĬШƓċƚƣƨƖĲШċŰĬШƓċƖťũċŰĬƚШőċƻĲШċĦĦƨůƨũċƣĲĬШƣőĲШћŸũĬ-ŊƖŸƽƣőќШ
characteristics that are missing from many enclosed woodlands. These include old trees and large 
pieces of decaying wood. Ancient and veteran trees are full of nooks and crannies, holes and dead 
ċŰĬШƖŸƣƣŔŰŊШƽŸŸĬЮШÑőĲǃШŸŉŉĲƖШċШƖċŰŊĲШŸŉШőŸůĲƚШŉŸƖШĤŸƣőШƽŔĬĲƚƓƖĲċĬШċŰĬШƻĲƖǃШƖċƖĲШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚЮњ 

from Woodland Trust 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation and management of new areas of parkland 
and wood pasture whilst planning to produce future ancient and veteran trees. The aim of this 
measure is to create more areas of mixed habitat in Oxfordshire to support biodiversity. 

Action  

Plant (or facilitate the growth of) new trees to create new wood pasture and parkland, using 
appropriate tree species that are adapted for the location and future climates and/or could support 
local wildlife. It should be noted that oaks are particularly important within such habitat settings. 
New trees could be established by fencing off suitable areas and allowing trees to grow up naturally, 
by planting seeds, or by planting and managing suitable young trees. 

Expanding existing areas of mature parkland and wood pasture can be particularly beneficial. Local 
seed sourcing should be supported as one option for expanding parkland and wood pasture. If 
planting trees or seeds, consider using local species where possible and consider sourcing some 
trees or seed from a provenance that can tolerate various climate conditions where necessary. 
Diverse tree selection may better enable newly planted trees to be able to survive and become 
ancient and veterans in a warmer future climate although these decisions should be based on the 
latest climate prediction and the specific planting site. The Forestry Commission has an Ecological 
Site Classification tool that can help determine which species could be suitable. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/habitats/wood-pasture-and-parkland/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/ecological-site-classification/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/ecological-site-classification/
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Where appropriate, the species richness of the grassland components within wood 
pasture/parkland can be created or enhanced using species-rich grassland creation techniques 
such as overseeding, spreading green hay, and/or planting plug plants. Plan for suitable, future 
grazing or cutting regimes and where appropriate. In appropriate locations, consider the creation of 
scrub cover to encourage habitat variety through opportunities for e.g. rabbit grazing and 
disturbance. 

Within these habitats, scrub can also play an important role as part of an overall mosaic and 
supports certain stages of lifecycles for different species. Look for opportunities to create and 
manage scrub if appropriate to the site conditions and local species. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking wood pasture and parkland creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety 
of wider environmental benefits including: food production, wood production, recreation and 
leisure, aesthetic value, sense of place, carbon storage, air quality regulation, flood regulation, 
erosion regulation, water quality regulation, cooling and shading, pest control, and pollination. 
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§ǂŉŸƖĬƚőŔƖĲШÂŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШ~ĲċƚƨƖĲШΟΥаШ9ƖĲċƣĲШìŸŸĬũċŰĬ 

Part of a series of woodland measures.There is 11.37 ha of Potential Measure ID 38: Create 
Woodland within the 2km buffer. 

Back to Overview of Habitat Measures table 

About This Habitat  

љÑőĲШƣĲƖůШƽŸŸĬũċŰĬШĲŰĦŸůƓċƚƚĲƚШċШĬŔƻĲƖƚĲШŊƖŸƨƓШŸŉШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШƣőċƣШĦċŰШĤĲШƖŔĦőШŔŰШƽŔũĬũŔŉĲЮШÑőĲǃШċƖĲШċШ
key habitat for many invertebrates, plants, birds, mammals and other species groups. Woodlands 
are also incredibly useful habitats, for instance by providing flood protection by holding back water 
in the soil, sequestering carbon dioxide and reducing local temperatures. They also help reduce soil 
erosion and regulate weather patterns, such as local rainfall and temperature. Woodland may also 
be beneficial to ŸƨƖШőĲċũƣőЯШċƚШŔƣќƚШƣőŸƨŊőƣШƣőċƣШƚƓĲŰĬŔŰŊШƣŔůĲШŔŰШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚШĬĲĦƖĲċƚĲƚШĤũŸŸĬШƓƖĲƚƚƨƖĲЯШ
reduces stress levels and boosts your immune system. However, studies are still ongoing into the 
validity of these effects. 

The types of woodland habitat include, but are not limited to, ancient, broadleaved, coniferous, 
mixed and wet woodland, as well as temperate rainforest, Caledonian forest, wood pastures and 
urban woodland. Each can have defining criteria such as plant types, soil moisture levels, humidity 
levels and age. There are also semi-natural and plantation woodlands, which are classified based 
on the percentage of planted trees. There are several indicator species used to determine the type 
of woodland habitats, such as the violet click beetle (Limoniscus violaceus), which rely exclusively 
ŸŰШċŰĦŔĲŰƣШĬĲĦċǃŔŰŊШĤĲĲĦőШċŰĬШċƚőШƣƖĲĲƚЮњ 

from NHBS 

Description  

This mapped measure indicates areas for the creation of new woodland by planting trees (or 
enabling their natural regeneration) using species that are suited to the soil type and site condition. 
The aim of this measure is to create new, diverse woodlands in Oxfordshire that mature into good 
ecological condition and are managed to support biodiversity. 

Action  

Create and manage new woodland that complements the landscape across a range of habitats and 
contains a variety of tree species. Produce a long-term plan to manage the habitat with the aim to 
achieve a good ecological condition, this should include any relevant management in the early years 
as the woodland establishes. To establish new woodland, trees may be planted but particularly near 
existing and ancient woodlands, consider using natural regeneration/colonisation or directly drilling 
locally sourced seeds to establish young trees. All techniques will still require suitable forms of 
protection (guards or fencing) as appropriate to the site. Protection should aim to allow the new 
woodland to successfully establish whilst minimising damage from grazing and disturbance. If the 
new woodland is isolated from other woodlands, consider introducing locally sourced field-layer 
flora appropriate to the site conditions (this must be legally obtained and appropriate to the 
woodland). 

Prior to creation, design new woodland planting plans to achieve structural diversity in the future 
woodland. Plan to create a variety of possible components including rides, glades, open areas, 

https://www.nhbs.com/blog/the-nhbs-introduction-to-habitats-woodland
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dense shrubs, scrub components, and irregular edges. Aim for shrubs and scrub to grow within, and 
at the edges of woodland. Create a management plan to maintain a variety of these components as 
habitat niches within the woodland, including a plan for succession by younger trees over time to 
create a variety of tree ages within the woodland. Trees could be planted or allowed to grow naturally 
using protection from browsing animals over a number of years. If planting trees, consider tree 
species that suit the soil type for that area and which are likely to survive in a changing climate, with 
decision being made using the latest climatic predictions. 

The creation of new woodland is particularly beneficial in areas that adjoin existing woodland and 
especially adjoining ancient woodland to make existing woodlands larger, or to join up existing areas 
of woodland. See this woodland creation guide from the Woodland Trust. 

Wider Benefits  

Undertaking woodland creation in suitable locations can be beneficial for a variety of wider 
environmental benefits including: food production (wild), wood production, recreation and leisure, 
aesthetic value, interaction with nature, sense of place, flood protection, erosion protection, water 
quality regulation, carbon storage, air quality regulation, cooling and shading, noise reduction, pest 
control, and pollination. 

  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/woodland-creation-guide/
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